
 
 

 
TYNEDALE LOCAL AREA COUNCIL 
Date: 15th February 2022 
 
 
 
Land at Mickley Square: Application for land to be registered as 
Town or Village Green 
 
   
 
Purpose of report.   
 
The purpose of this report is  
 

1) to inform the Committee of the Inspector’s recommendations as to 
whether the application to register land at Bewick Green, Mickley 
Square should be granted and  

2) for Members to then determine if the application to register the land 
should be rejected. 

  
Recommendations: 
 
To adopt the recommendation of the Inspector, Mr James Marwick, 
namely that the application to register land at Bewick Green, Mickley 
Square, Stocksfield as a Town or Village Green be rejected. 
 
Key issues  
 

1. The Council is the Commons Registration Authority under the 
provisions of the Commons Act 2006 and is obliged to amend the 
statutory register where any unregistered land within Northumberland 
becomes a Town or Village Green within the meaning of the Act. 

 
2. On 7th January 2019 Northumberland County Council as Commons 

Registration Authority received an application from Mr George Hepburn 
OBE for the registration of land at Bewick Green, Mickley Square, 
Stocksfield as Village Green. 
 
 



3. The application was supported by 24 signed statements and, in 
accordance with the Commons (Registration of Town or Village 
Greens) (Interim Arrangements) (England) Regulations 2007 the 
application was publicised. Only one representation was received from 
the Highways Authority but this was subsequently withdrawn after the 
Applicant agreed to exclude the highways from his application. A non-
statutory Inquiry was held remotely on 3rd March 2021 which was 
presided over by an independent inspector, a specialist barrister, 
namely Mr James Marwick of Trinity Chambers in Newcastle. A one 
day Inquiry was held with a view to undertaking an examination of the 
evidence submitted by the parties concerned and for the Inspector to 
then prepare a report in relation to his findings for subsequent 
consideration by the Tynedale Local Area Council.  
 

4. Mr Marwick has now produced his report which is attached as 
Appendix 1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Report Author Helen Lancaster Senior Manager Legal Services 
 
Helen.Lancaster@Northumberland.gov.uk 
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BACKGROUND    
 
Consideration of the Application and Objections 
 

1. The Committee must determine whether this application should be 
accepted or rejected. Whilst the Committee is not bound to follow the 
Inspector’s recommendations, it will need to give full consideration to 
the findings of the Inspector which were made after a one day Inquiry 
on the facts and the law. The Inspector heard and considered the 
evidence, analysed the relevant facts and has applied the law to those 
facts.  Matters such as planning merits and social needs cannot be 
taken into account when considering whether land should be 
registered; the Committee’s consideration is limited to whether or not 
the statutory criteria set out below have been established. 
 

2. The Inspector has produced a detailed report which is attached as 
Appendix 1 which contains his recommendations.  

 
Outline of relevant issues 
 

3. The Council is the Registration Authority for the registration of Town and 
Village Greens and has a statutory duty to decide whether an application 
should be accepted or rejected. 
 

4. The Application has been made pursuant to the Commons Act 2006. The 
Act requires each registration authority to maintain a register of town and 
village greens within its area. Section 15 provides for the registration of 
land as town and village green where the relevant statutory criteria are 
established in relation to such land.  

 
5. This Application was made under s15 (1) of the Commons Act 2006 

(‘any person may apply to register land …as a town or village green 
where subsection (2)..applies’) on the basis that section 15 (2) applied. 
 

6. Section 15 (2) applies where – 
 

a) a significant number of the inhabitants of any locality, or of any 
neighbourhood within a locality, have indulged as of right in lawful 
sports and pastimes on the land for a period of at least 20 years; and 

b) they continue to do so at the time of the application. 
 

7. To be successful in an application an applicant must establish that all of 
the statutory criteria have been satisfied. 
 

The Land 
 
  

8. The application concerns land at Bewick Green, Mickley Square. The 
land is located at the junction of Bewick Garth and Station Bank in the 



village of Mickley (itself located between Prudhoe and Stocksfield, and 
sometimes known as Mickley Square).  The application land comprised 
areas of mainly grassed open space either side of the public highway. 
  

Ownership 
 

9. Upon enquiries being made with HM Land Registry the land was 
confirmed to be unregistered.  
 

The Application 
 

10. The Application was made on the basis that it is a limb (ii) case, namely 
one relying on use by a significant number of the inhabitants of a 
neighbourhood within a locality rather than simply a locality. The original 
application received on 24th March 2018 was later amended to include 
reference to a relevant locality on 7th January 2019. The Application 
asserted that the 24 signed statements showing use of the land for 
activities including dog walking, playing football camping and 
participation in the annual barbecue provided justification for the 
application to register the land as a town or village green.  

 
Representations 

 
11. County Council Highways- only one representation was received from 

Highways who stated that the present day alignment of the highway 
seems to have been in place since approximately 1980 and map 
evidence appears to indicate that there was an access road across the 
claimed route since 1921. Their objection was therefore that this part of 
the application site is a public right of way for highways purposes for all 
types of traffic and questioned whether its statutory registration as a 
village green is compatible with it being a highway.  
 

12. The Applicant – The Applicant was given the opportunity to comment on 
the objection and stated that the existence of a public road across the 
Green was not a reason to refuse the application and that the advice of 
the Open Spaces Society on this issue was that the representation from 
the Highways Authority would not prevent the Green from being 
registered. However, Directions were then issued by the Inspector and 
the Applicant subsequently agreed to exclude the highway land from his 
application. 

        
13. The matter then proceeded to an Inquiry to examine these issues, and 

the Inspector, Mr Marwick was appointed and gave initial directions. He 
then held a pre-inquiry hearing and gave directions for the conduct of the 
Inquiry.  

 
14. The Inquiry took place remotely at which the Applicant and four other 

witnesses gave evidence and the Applicant made submissions 
 

 



Legal Issues/statutory criteria 
 

15. The burden of proving that the application land has become a town or 
village green lies with the applicant.  The standard of proof is the balance 
of probabilities. The statutory criteria are as paragraph 6 above; each 
element of the statutory criteria must be proved on the balance of 
probabilities. 

 
 
The Inspector’s report 

 
16. The Inspector goes through each of the relevant statutory considerations 

and confirms that his recommendations are that the application must fail 
because a significant number of local inhabitants have not indulged in 
lawful sports and pastimes during the relevant 20 year period.   
 

17. He recommends accordingly to the Registration Authority that the 
application be dismissed with the reasons for the dismissal being stated 
as those set out in this report.   

 
 

BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
Commons Act 2006 
 
IMPLICATIONS ARISING OUT OF THE REPORT 
 
 
 Policy: 

 
N/A 

 Finance and value for 
money 
 
Legal 

N/A. 
 
The determination of an application involves 
the taking of a quasi-judicial decision which 
may be the subject of legal challenge. It is 
therefore essential that the evidence relating to  
the application is properly tested prior to the 
taking of any decision. Having read the report 
of the Inspector and in particular with regard to 
his overall conclusions and recommendations  
it is considered that he has undertaken a 
thorough Inquiry in relation to all the relevant 
aspects of both the village green application 
and the objections thereto. He has considered 
all the evidence and submissions in applying 
the law to his considerations. 
 

 Human Resources: 
 

N/A. 

 Property N/A 



 Equalities  
(Impact Assessment 
attached) 

 
Yes   No    N/A X 
 
 
 

 

 Risk Assessment Given the contentious nature of this application 
there may be a risk of challenge with 
associated costs implications 
 

 Carbon Reduction None. 
 

 Crime & Disorder N/A 
 

 Customer Considerations: 
 

N/A. 

 Consultation The statutory consultation processes have 
been followed. 
 

 Wards Cramlington West 
 
 



 
Appendices  

 
Appendix 1: Report of James Marwick dated 29th March 2021 
 
Appendix 2: Final submissions of the Applicant. 
 
Appendix 3: Inquiry bundle containing redacted copies of the application, 
evidence in support, Directions, plans and other relevant information. 
 
 



Appendix 1 
  
IN THE MATTER OF AN APPLICATION TO REGISTER LAND AT BEWICK 

GREEN IN MICKLEY AS A TOWN OR VILLAGE GREEN 
 

AND IN THE MATTER OF THE COMMONS ACT 2006 (AS AMENDED) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REPORT 
Of 

James Marwick 
29th March 2021 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 

Morpeth 
Northumberland 

 
 

-Application Number VG84/2018- 
 



 
IN THE MATTER OF AN APPLICATION TO REGISTER LAND AT BEWICK 

GREEN IN MICKLEY AS A TOWN OR VILLAGE GREEN 
 

____________________________ 
 

WRITTEN REPORT 
____________________________ 

 
Introduction 
 
1. This written report relates to an application by Mr. George Hepburn OBE 

made under section 15 of the Commons Act 2006 (as amended) (the 
Act) for the registration of land known as and situate at Bewick Green in 
Mickley as a town or village green. 
 

2. I was instructed by Northumberland County Council in its capacity as the 
relevant Registration Authority to hold a non-statutory public inquiry in 
relation to the application and to provide my findings and 
recommendations by way of a written report for consideration by the 
Registration Authority. 

 
3. The Inquiry was held remotely on 3rd March 2021.  Mr. Hepburn was the 

only interested party who appeared at the Inquiry.  I was extremely 
grateful for the manner and skill in which he presented his case to the 
Inquiry which was of significant assistance. I express my thanks to him 
and to all the witnesses who gave evidence by Zoom.  I was entirely 
satisfied that a fair hearing was achieved and that Mr. Hepburn was 
afforded a fair and reasonable opportunity to present his case for 
registration. 

 
4. The evidence was completed within a morning and I subsequently 

received additional closing submissions from Mr. Hepburn on 12th March 
2021 in accordance with my directions.   

 
5. There had been a single bundle for the purposes of the Inquiry which 

contained among others the application, the representations and 
documentary evidence relied on in support of the application and 
relevant correspondence between the Registration Authority and the 
interested parties.   References in square brackets in this report are to 
page numbers in the bundle.  The bundle should be annexed to this 
report, together with the further closing submissions of Mr. Hepburn, for 
the purposes of the presentation of this report to the relevant committee. 

 
 

6. I set out my recommendations to the Registration Authority in this report.  
I make clear at the outset of this Report that the Inquiry was not 
concerned with the merits or otherwise of any future development of the 
application land but rather whether the statutory test for registration 
under section 15(2) of the Act is satisfied.   



 
The Application  
 

7. The application (originally received on 24th March 2018, but later 
amended to include reference to a relevant locality on or about 7th 
January 2019) was made by Mr. Hepburn under section 15(1) of the 
Act and sought registration in accordance with alleged qualifying user 
under section 15(2) of the Act [A2]. 

 
8. The application sought registration of land located at the junction of 

Bewick Garth and Station Bank in the village of Mickley (itself located 
between Prudhoe and Stocksfield, and sometimes known as Mickley 
Square).  The application land comprised areas of mainly grassed 
open space either side of the public highway.  The application as 
originally submitted sought registration of the public highway itself but 
Mr. Hepburn, sensibly in the circumstances, agreed to withdraw the 
application insofar as it related to the public highway upon an objection 
by Northumberland County Council in its capacity as Highways 
Authority being raised (email exchange at [C6] confirms this). 
 

9. The application land can be clearly seen in the photographs exhibited 
to the application [A19-20] and I have also had the benefit of being able 
to view the same using Google Street Views.  For ease of reference for 
anyone reading this report, the below screenshot shows the application 
land either side of the carriageway.  Mr. Hepburn’s house can be seen 
on the left hand side of the screenshot immediately adjacent to one of 
the grassed areas.  It was not suggested that there had been any 
marked change in appearance of the application land in the relevant 20 
year period.   
 

 
 

10. The locality relied on in the application was the Mickley Electoral Ward.  
At the Inquiry Mr. Hepburn made clear that he would seek to rely on 
either the village of Mickley as the relevant neighbourhood within a 
locality or, alternatively and primarily, that there was a more immediate 



neighbourhood comprising the streets in the vicinity of the application 
land in the part of the village in question.   

11. I invited Mr. Hepburn to submit a relevant plan delineating the 
boundaries of such a neighbourhood and he duly did so with his 
closing submissions.  For ease of reference, I set out a copy of the 
relevant plan submitted with the closing submissions below.   
 

 
 

12. There were letters of support from approximately 20 households 
comprising inhabitants or former inhabitants of Mickley, submitted with 
the application, which spoke generally to continuous user of the 
application land for lawful sports and pastimes in the 20 years 
preceding the application.  The evidence in support was largely from 
those who live or have lived in immediate close proximity to the 
application land.  The two grassed areas of open space either side of 
the public highway are unregistered land according to the Land 
Registry. 

 
13. The Registration Authority consulted on the application and only a 

single representation was received, from Northumberland County 
Council in its capacity as the relevant Highways Authority.   In that 
representation dated 8th August 2019 the Highways Authority objected 
to registration of the application land insofar as it comprised the public 
highway on the basis that registration was incompatible with its status 
as a public right of way.  As I have set out above, that objection has 
now fallen away given the concessions made by Mr. Hepburn. 

 
Evidence 
 
14. In accordance with my directions there was evidence from Mr. Hepburn 

and four other witnesses at the Inquiry selected by Mr. Hepburn [A33]: 
Mr. Christopher Johnson [A37], Mr. Leslie Ashworth [A23], Mrs. Susan 
Green [A29] and Reverend Mark Sharman [A45].  All were open, honest 
and straightforward witnesses doing their best to assist the Inquiry.  
Each had provided letters in support of the application and 



supplemented their evidence orally.  I was able to ask them questions 
material to my considerations.  
 

15. I was satisfied that the evidence from these witnesses was likely 
reflective of the evidence that would have come from the majority of any 
other witnesses in support of the application.  My overall impression from 
the witness evidence was that the application land was not a destination 
in itself for lawful sports and pastimes for a large number of residents in 
the village but would rather be used perhaps several times a week by 
children living in the immediate vicinity given it was a safe and easily 
accessible open space, supplemented by dog walkers who might 
wander on to the grassed areas with their dogs as part of longer walks. 

 
16. There would be occasional use by others such as those meeting friends 

whilst out on walks.  There was an annual BBQ from about 2008 to 2017 
which was the main organised activity which took place on the grassed 
areas, sometimes attended by up to about 50 people.   There were other 
larger areas of open space in the village including a football field and a 
nearby green closer to the heart of the village adjacent to Riding Dene 
and Station Bank.  The witnesses were accepting that, in general terms, 
such open spaces may have been more of a draw for villagers generally 
but were clear where necessary as regards the particular qualities of the 
application land which made it an attractive open space especially for 
younger children living in its immediate vicinity.   

 
17. I summarise the oral evidence below though I touch upon any discrete 

matters of evidence as necessary in my analysis of the application later 
in this report.    
 

18. Mr. Hepburn had lived at Bewick House immediately adjacent to the 
application land since 2007.  His own user of the application land for 
sports and pastimes had been relatively limited save that he was the 
main organiser of the residents’ BBQ which had happened every year 
from about 2008 to 2017 on the area immediately outside of his house.  
He was able to speak to regular user by dog walkers and groups of 
children playing, though my impression was not of sustained heavy user 
but rather of user perhaps several times a day on average by dog 
walkers and, subject to the season and weather, groups of local children.  
Mr. Hepburn had helped to maintain the land by mowing the grass and 
occasionally had dealt with tree pruning.   
 

19. Mr. Johnson was a long term local resident of the Mickley area and for 
many years had run the local newsagent just beyond the application 
green (until about 2008).  He in fact recalled assisting with the planting of 
a sapling on one of the parcels of grassed land when it had first been 
laid out.   His evidence was that the application land had been laid out as 
amenity land at the same time as the development of the adjacent 
housing.  Again, his own user of the land appeared to be relatively 
limited but he did confirm the user of the land by local dog walkers and 
children.  Mr. Johnson also spoke to the sense of neighbourhood in the 



immediate vicinity of the application land referencing a close knit 
community in that part of the village as district from in particular the 
Riding Dene estate.   

20. Mrs. Green had lived at 1 Eltringcham Cottages since about 1996, an 
address which overlooked the application land.  Her children had grown 
up using the application land.  Her son in particular had not liked using 
the large open space in the heart of the village.  There had been user on 
a regular basis by children and dog walkers though the extent of user 
would be weather dependent. Children might be on there up to once per 
day.   It was easily accessible for her family. They had attended the 
BBQs referred to by Mr. Hepburn. 

 
21. Reverend Sharman had lived at 4 Eltringcham Cottages since about 

1995.  He considered the application land to be a positive space which 
dog walkers would use and where children would play.  His three 
children had used the application land occasionally as had Reverend 
Sharman himself.  Again I formed the impression from his evidence that 
there was not heavy user of the application land but rather the expected 
user by local children from time to time, and as a stopping point for dog 
walkers.  
 

22. Mr. Ashworth had lived in Mickley for many years.  At material times he 
and his family had lived at 23 Riding Terrace very close to the 
application land.  He had used the application land whilst walking his 
dogs which could be up to 2 or 3 times a day.  He had attended the 
annual BBQs.  His two children had used the application land when 
growing up for outside play.  Children perhaps used the application land 
2 or 3 times per week.   

 
23. I was entirely satisfied that the oral evidence from these witnesses 

reflected the broad tenor of the supporting letters and documentation 
provided with the application.  The supporting documentation spoke to 
similar user (see, for example, letter of Mr & Mrs Newton [A43]) and also 
evidenced the desire of local residents for the application land to be kept 
as amenity land- of course, that is not a material consideration as to 
whether the statutory test is met.   

 
24. The Inquiry had been publicised but no members of the public sought to 

join the Inquiry to give evidence which is not unusual in this type of case.   
 
Relevant Law 
25. So far as is relevant section 15(2) provides that land is to be registered 

as a town or village green where:- 
 

“(a) a significant number of the inhabitants of any locality, or of any 
neighbourhood within a locality, have indulged as of right in lawful sports 
and pastimes on the land for a period of at least years; and 
(b) they continue to do so at the time of the application.” 

 



26. The determination requires the straightforward application of law to the 
facts.    

 
27. The burden of proving that the application land has become a town or 

village green lies with the applicant.  The standard of proof is the 
balance of probabilities.  All the elements required to establish that land 
has become a town or village green must be properly and strictly proved 
by an applicant on the balance of probabilities, per the guidance given 
by Lord Bingham in R v. Sunderland City Council ex parte Beresford 
[2004] 1 AC 889:-  

 
"As Pill LJ. Right pointed out in R. v Suffolk County Council ex parte 
Steed (1996) 75 P&CR 102, 111, “it is no trivial matter for a landowner to 
have land, whether in public or private ownership, registered as a town 
green..." 
"It is accordingly necessary that all ingredients of this definition should 
be met before land is registered, and decision-makers must consider 
carefully whether the land in question has been used by the inhabitants 
of a locality for indulgence in what are properly to be regarded as lawful 
sports and pastimes and whether the temporal limit of 20 years' 
indulgence or more is met." 

 
28. The constituent elements of the statutory criteria are not defined in the  

Act but have been the subject of extensive judicial consideration in the 
authorities.   

 
Lawful Sports and Pastimes 
29. This is a composite expression and it is sufficient for use to be either for 

a lawful sport or lawful pastime: per R. v Oxfordshire County Council ex 
parte Sunningwell Parish Council [2000] 1 AC 335 at 356G onwards. 

 
30. If user for walking is referable to formal or informal paths or straying from 

such paths, the decisive factor is how matters would have appeared to 
the reasonable landowner: R. (Laing Homes Limited) v Buckinghamshire 
County Council [2003] EWHC 1578.  The reasonable landowner is 
entitled to consider that user of the kind referable to the exercise of a 
public right of way may extend beyond the limits of the right of way but 
still be referable to right of user, support for which can be drawn from 
Oxford County Council v Oxford City Council [2004] Ch 253 at 258. 

 
Significant Number  
31. A “significant number” means that the number of people using the land in 

question is sufficient to indicate that their use of the land signifies that it 
is in general use by the local community for informal recreation rather 
than occasional use by individuals as trespassers: R (McAlpine) v 
Staffordshire County Council [2002] EWHC 76 (Admin) at paragraph 71.  
In Leeds Group v Leeds City Council [2011] EWCA Civ 1447 it was 
expressed in terms that there must be use of such an amount and in 
such a manner as would reasonably be regarded as the assertion of a 



public right. It is for an applicant to demonstrate “significance” in relation 
to the chosen locality and only qualifying user counts for that purpose.  

 
 
Of the Inhabitants of any Locality, or of any Neighbourhood within a Locality. 
32. A “locality” is a division of the County known to the law: MoD v Wiltshire 

CC [1995] 4 All ER 931 at 937b onwards. A “neighbourhood” is a 
deliberately more imprecise term but an area must have a sufficient 
degree of cohesiveness to be recognisable as a distinct neighbourhood 
and not an arbitrary area delineated on a map: per Sullivan J in R v 
South Gloucestershire Cheltenham Builders [2004] JPL 965. 

 
As of Right 
33. Use of land “as of right” has been held to be use which is without force, 

without secrecy and without permission (user nec vi, nec clam, nec 
precario): per R (Lewis) v Redcar and Cleveland BC [2010] UKSC 11.  
What matters is the outward appearance of user to the reasonable 
landowner and not the subjective intention of the user.   

 
Continuous User for 20 Years of the Land 
34. The qualifying user for lawful sports and pastimes must be continuous 

throughout the relevant 20 year period (being the 20 year period 
immediately pre-dating the application: here, 24th March 1998 to 23rd 
March 2018 though nothing would turn on the adoption of a later period). 
  

35. There need not be evidence of user of every square foot of land.  The 
land must be clearly identified so that it is clear what area of land is 
subject to the rights established by registration.  It was well established 
that there is no requirement for a piece of land to have characteristics of 
what might be regarded as a traditional village green: per Oxford County 
Council. 

 
Application of Law to Evidence 
The Application Land 
36. The relevant land sought to be registered has been clearly identified.  It 

is that identified on the plan in support of the application [A13 & A24] but 
amended so as to exclude the carriageway.  Its physical boundaries are 
obviously clear from the photographic evidence and it is clear that it is a 
sufficiently identifiable area for the purposes of village green registration 
in principle.    

 
20 Year Period 
37. The relevant period, as I have set out above, ought to be regarded as 

the twenty year period immediately pre-dating the application as first 
made, i.e. 24th March 1998 to 23rd March 2018.  This is not a case where 
there has been any shift of user overtime and thus even if a modestly 
later 20 year period was used (e.g. 1999 to 2019) it would not impact 
upon the outcome of this application.  

 
Locality and Neighbourhood within a Locality 



38. A relevant locality has been identified, namely the Mickley Ward and I 
am equally satisfied that Mickley village would amount to a qualifying 
neighbourhood within the electoral ward as it is plainly has the degree of 
recognisable cohesiveness necessary to satisfy the relevant threshold.   

39. The boundaries of the village are identified on the plan exhibited to Mr. 
Hepburn’s closing submissions.  Again for ease of reference, I set out a 
satellite overview of the village which shows its spread.   
 
 

 
 

40. The balance of evidence I heard was that residents would generally refer 
to themselves as living in Mickley, which is a village with at least several 
hundred residents.  Whilst there was some evidence that residents living 
in the vicinity of Bewick Garth and the application land (such as Mr. 
Johnson) would regard this as a distinct area to other parts of the village 
such as the Riding Dene estate (which can be seen in the screenshot 
above), I did not form the impression of strong evidence of any discrete 
neighbourhood in or around Bewick Garth.  This I think is borne out by 
the boundary of the suggested neighbourhood in the plan attached to 
the closing submissions by Mr. Hepburn which is arbitrary in its limits.   
 

41. Whilst I think nothing ultimately turns on the issue for the purposes of the 
application, I am not satisfied that any neighbourhood within Mickley has 
been identified which I could be satisfied has the sufficient degree of 
cohesiveness.  In a relatively small village, it was always going to be a 
difficult proposition to establish the same. 

 
Quality of User: Significant numbers using the application land as of right for 
lawful sports and pastimes  
 
42. This is a case where any user for lawful sports and pastimes has been 

open and without permission, and therefore likely “as of right”.  The 
evidence in support of the application was all one way in this respect 



consistent with this being amenity land laid out at the same time as the 
development of the nearby residential housing.  
  

43. The real question is therefore whether there is evidence of a significant 
number of local residents within the neighbourhood using the land for 
lawful sports and pastimes.   

 
44. Unfortunately, I am not satisfied that Mr. Hepburn has been able to 

demonstrate sufficient quality of user.   
 
45. The main user has been user by children for occasional playing and by 

dog walkers.  
 
46. The witnesses were frank that there whilst there had been regular user 

by children, it had not been heavy user.  This was because of two 
interlinked reasons, as I see it.  First, it was generally only children who 
lived in the immediate vicinity of the application land who would play on it 
and therefore there was a limited pool of children/family users at any one 
time.   Second, there were other larger spaces in the village which could 
be used by children in the village for recreation and thus the application 
land, being two small parcels of land, understandably did not present a 
considerable draw to wider users of the village as the scope for playing 
on the same was relatively limited.  The two parcels of land do not give 
the impression that the application land would be treated as a park by 
the wider community.    

 
47. The user by dog walkers appears to have been relatively regular and 

sustained but in relation to the application land it appears to have been 
no more than an area where dogs, and sometimes their owners, might 
stretch their legs whilst on a longer route (save, again, for those dog 
owners living in the immediate vicinity).  The difficulty this presents is 
that the objective landowner may more readily have associated the user 
by such dog walkers as brief straying off the public highway which 
enclosed the two parcels of land on multiple sides, rather than the 
assertion of a public right to use the land as a town or village green. 

 
48. I accept the user for an annual BBQ between 2008 and 2017 but such 

limited one off user in itself does not add great weight to the overall 
sufficiency of user especially where it encompasses only part of the 20 
year period.   

 
49. I equally accept that there will have inevitably been further lawful user 

such as small gatherings of local residents otherwise going about their 
business in the village (Mr. Johnson was very clear in his evidence on 
this), as well as occasional picnicking together with other occasional 
user which one would expect to be seen on two small parcels of amenity 
land in a village.  

 



50. Mr. Hepburn recognised at the outset of the Inquiry the difficulty in 
establishing sufficient user by local residents of the village generally 
hence the focus on a smaller neighbourhood.   

 
51. His closing submissions make the fair point that the smaller size of the 

neighbourhood contended for would be consistent with less frequent 
activities on the land but still sufficient user to warrant registration (at 
paragraph 3).     

 
52. My overall findings are that there has been not sufficient user by a 

significant number of local inhabitants of the village of Mickley.  
Qualifying user has been largely confined to residents living in the 
immediate vicinity and in my view the evidence of wider user, beyond 
dog walkers straying from the highway, is relatively limited.  Thus even if 
I had been satisfied that there was a smaller, more immediate 
neighbourhood as submitted by Mr. Hepburn, I would not have been 
satisfied that sufficient quality of user had been established.  In my view, 
even approaching matters by reference to a smaller neighbourhood 
would still require a degree of user beyond that which has been 
established (especially as it would not be clear if, say, all dog walkers 
lived within the smaller neighbourhood). This is why I am satisfied that 
my findings as to neighbourhood are not ultimately determinative of the 
application.  The evidence user is overall simply too trivial.   

 
53. I recognise in reaching this decision that the application land offers an 

amenity value to local residents but an application for village green 
registration is not self-proving by reference to the same.  My conclusions 
are not a green light to any possible future development and any later 
application  to change the planning user of the land would be judged on 
its own merits.   

 
Continuation and use of Land 
54. I am satisfied that any claimed user continued up to until the date of the 

application and I discerned no material differential in user of the two 
parcels of land to warrant different findings in relation to their respective 
user.     

 
Conclusions & Recommendations 
55. My overall conclusion is that the application must fail because a 

significant number of local inhabitants have not indulged in lawful sports 
and pastimes during the relevant 20 year period.  I recommend to the 
Registration Authority accordingly that the application be dismissed and 
the reasons for the dismissal be stated to be those set out in this report.   

 
 

JAMES MARWICK 
29th March 2021 

 
Trinity Chambers 

The Custom House 



Quayside 
Newcastle Upon Tyne 

NE1 3DE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Appendix 2 – Final submissions of the Applicant 

 
IN THE MATTER OF AN APPLICATION TO REGISTER LAND AT 

BEWICK GREEN IN MICKLEY SQUARE AS A TOWN OR VILLAGE 
GREEN 

 
AND IN THE MATTER OF THE COMMONS ACT 2006 (AS AMENDED) 

 
_______________________________ 

APPLICANTS CONCLUDING STATEMENT 
_______________________________ 

 
1 The applicant believes that the evidence provided to the Inquiry shows that there are 
no reasons by way of trigger events or ownership that prevent the land at Bewick 
Garth  being considered for registered as a village green.  
2 The applicant attaches a plan showing the locality as the village of Mickley ( 
sometimes known as Mickley Square ) but distinct from West Mickley, Mount  
Pleasant or High Mickley which are the other villages or hamlets within the local 
authority ward of Mickley.  
It further shows the neighbourhood using the land as the  streets and houses 
immediately surrounding the land of about 24 households and notes the evidence 
given by witnesses that people in these households know each other, support each 
other and take part in activities and pastimes together.  
3 The applicant believes that the evidence presented to the Inquiry shows that a 
significant number of people have taken part in lawful sports and pastimes on the land 
without let or hindrance for the period of 20 years notably the annual village barbeque 
attended by about 50 people a year over 10 years.  
The applicant believes that the evidence should be assessed in relation to:  

(a) The number of people in the neighbourhood which means there is unlikely to 
be frequent activities on the land. The number of children in the 
neighbourhood, for example, has changed during the period under 
consideration.  

(b) The size of the land which restricts the range of activities that can take place 
and the availability of a large open area and a playing field nearby.  

Taking these factors into account, the applicant believes there has been sufficient 
activity of different kinds to warrant registering the land as a village green.  
George Hepburn OBE 
9th March 2021 
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IN MICKLEY SQUARE AS A TOWN OR VILLAGE GREEN 
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Principal Lawyer 
Legal Services 
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B. Directions



IN THE MATTER OF AN APPLICATION TO REGISTER LAND AT BEWICK 

GREEN IN MICKLEY SQUARE AS A TOWN OR VILLAGE GREEN 

 

AND IN THE MATTER OF THE COMMONS ACT 2006 (AS AMENDED) 

 

_______________________________ 

DIRECTIONS 

_______________________________ 

 

1. I am instructed by Northumberland County Council in its capacity as the relevant 

registration authority to act as an independent inspector and to conduct a Public 

Inquiry for the purposes of consideration of the above application for registration 

of land as a town or village green. The below Directions provide for the 

procedure and preparatory steps to be adopted in respect of the Inquiry. 

 

(1) The present time estimate for the Inquiry is 1 day.  It is intended that the 

Inquiry be conducted remotely subject to any submissions from the 

parties as to the non-suitability of this Inquiry to be heard remotely (by 

Zoom or MS Teams).   

(2) There will be a pre-inquiry hearing (to be conducted remotely) on the first 

suitable date on or after 1st December 2020. The purpose of the pre-
inquiry hearing will be to address among others the procedure for the 

Inquiry and the mechanics of a remote Inquiry.  It will allow the opportunity 

for any queries to be raised by the Applicant as I am conscious he is not 

legally represented.   

 

i. The Parties shall provide their availability for a pre-inquiry 

hearing (time estimate 1 hour) between 1st December and 18th 

December 2020. They should do so by no later than 17th 

November 2020. 

ii. The Parties shall provide the Registration Authority with an email 

address of the representative who will attend the Pre-Inquiry 

Hearing on their behalf by no later than 7 days before the 

hearing.  An email invitation will be sent by return which will 

allow attendance at the hearing regardless of the software on 

the  device.  In default of all parties having access to a camera-

enabled device, the hearing will proceed without video.   
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(3) The Inquiry itself will be listed on a suitable date in a window between 18 th 

January 2021 and 31st March 2020.  The following directions shall apply in 

relation to the Inquiry. 

i. Each party is entitled to call oral evidence from no more 

than 4 witnesses for the purposes of the Inquiry. 

ii. No later than 14 days before the date of the Inquiry, the 

parties shall each provide to the Registration Authority 

three copies of a bundle of documents containing:- 

 

1. A list of witnesses whom they intend to call to give 

oral evidence. 

2. A bundle containing (i) any signed and dated 

witness statements, letters, questionnaires or 

proofs of evidence of every witness the Party 

intends to call, containing the substance of their 

evidence (for the avoidance of doubt this can be the 

existing evidence already served and/or updated 

evidence on behalf of a witness); (ii) all other 

witness statements (if any), evidence 

questionnaires, statutory declarations and affidavits 

upon which the Party wishes to rely; and, (iii) any 

other documents (including maps and photographs) 

which are relied upon. 

3. If desired, an outline of their case together with any 

skeleton argument or legal submissions and copies 

of any legal authorities which are to be relied upon. 

iii. Thereafter the Registration Authority will circulate copies of 

the respective bundles to the parties as soon as possible 

together with an Inquiry bundle which shall contain the 

following:- 

1. Copies of the Application, the Objection and all 

letters of support to the application or letters of 

objection sent to the Registration Authority. 

2. Copies of all correspondence between the 

Registration Authority, the Applicant and the 

Objector.   
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3. A plan and statement as to the extent and nature of 

any public right of way or ways passing over or in the 

vicinity of the application land (including a copy of 

any relevant definitive map and statement) 

iv. The parties shall provide the Registration Authority with 

dates of availability for a one day inquiry in the above 

window by no later than 27th November 2020. It is 

envisaged that witnesses will give evidence remotely and 

subject to a time-table to be agreed at the pre-inquiry 

hearing to minimise disruption.     

v. The Registration Authority will publicise the Inquiry by 

placing an advertisement in a local newspaper circulating 

in the area of the land subject to the application and by 

posting notices at the main points of entry to the town or 

village green (or, if there are no such places, in a 

conspicuous place at the site), as well as on its website, 

not later than 14 days before the date of the Inquiry.  If the 

Inquiry is to proceed remotely (as will be determined at the 

pre-inquiry hearing), the advertisements will invite 

members of the public who wish to participate or attend the 

Inquiry to provide an email address by way of registration 

in order that they can be provided with an online link 

enabling them to join the Inquiry remotely.  Any interested 

person shall be entitled, on reasonable notice and in 

Registration Authority business hours, to inspect the inquiry 

bundle held by the Registration Authority up until the 

conclusion of the Inquiry.  

vi. The sitting hours are subject to any direction by the 

Inspector during the course of the Inquiry, but will generally 

be from 9.30am to 11.30am, 12.30pm to 2.30pm, and 3pm 

to 5pm. The Inquiry will usually be conducted in the 

following order:- 

Opening Remarks by the Inspector. 

Any Opening statement by the Applicant. 

The evidence of the Applicant’s witnesses (including cross-

examination and re-examination). 

Any opening statement by the Objector. 
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The evidence of the Objector’s witnesses (including cross-

examination and re-examination). 

Evidence and submissions by members of the public, at 

the discretion of the Inspector. 

Any closing submissions by the Parties. 

Any closing observations by the Inspector.    

vii. Witnesses and/or submissions may be heard out of order 

at the discretion of the Inspector and evidence will be given 

unsworn.  If the matter proceeds remotely it will be likely 

that written closing statements will be directed to be 

provided within 7 days of completion of oral evidence at the 

Inquiry.  The Inspector will hold an unaccompanied site 

visit to the application site and the parties can assume that 

such a site visit will have been undertaken by the time of 

the Pre-Inquiry Hearing. 

 

(4) The Applicants or the Objector may make a written application to the 

Inspector through the Registration Authority to vary or supplement these 

directions at any time before the Inquiry commences. The Inspector may 

supplement or vary these directions at any time prior to the 

commencement of the Inquiry, with or without such an application.  

 

(5) The Inspector will provide the Registration Authority with a report and 

recommendation to assist the Registration Authority in deciding whether 

or not to grant the application. 

 

(6) With these directions, the Registration Authority will provide its relevant 

contact details relating to any matter set out above, including an address 

for services of documents and an email address for ongoing 

correspondence. 

 

 

JAMES MARWICK 

Trinity Chambers 

10th NOVEMBER 2020 
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IN THE MATTER OF AN APPLICATION TO REGISTER LAND AT BEWICK 

GREEN IN MICKLEY SQUARE AS A TOWN OR VILLAGE GREEN 

 

AND IN THE MATTER OF THE COMMONS ACT 2006 (AS AMENDED) 

 

_______________________________ 

FINAL DIRECTIONS 

_______________________________ 

 

1. The below directions follow the Pre-Inquiry Review on 8th December 2020 and 

take account that the Inquiry in this matter will take place remotely on 3rd March 

2021 (by Zoom) with likely limited further evidence from the parties.   

 

(1) The Non-Statutory Public Inquiry will proceed remotely on 3rd March 2021 

at 9.30am (with a time estimate of no longer than one day).  

(2) The Parties shall provide the Registration Authority with an email address 

of any representative or witness who will attend the Inquiry Hearing on 

their behalf by no later than 24th February 2021.  An email invitation will be 

sent by return which will allow attendance at the hearing regardless of the 

software on the  device.   

(3) Each party is entitled to call oral evidence from no more than 4 witnesses 

for the purposes of the Inquiry.  By 17th February 2021, the parties shall 

provide to the Inquiry:- 

a) A bundle of documents (in pdf form, if possible), including any witness 

evidence, which they intend to rely on in addition to any witness 

evidence or documents already provided to the Registration Authority 
(I bear in mind that the Applicant indicated he would be unlikely to be 

relying on any further evidence beyond that already filed and that the 

Objector would likely be relying on no more than one witness 

statement).   

b) If desired, an outline of their case together with any skeleton argument 

or legal submissions and copies of any legal authorities which are to 

be relied upon. 
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(4) The Registration Authority will thereafter circulate a core inquiry bundle 

(including copies of relevant application and objection documentation, 

witness evidence already filed and correspondence between the parties, 

together with a plan and statement as to the extent and nature of any 

public right of way or ways passing over or in the vicinity of the application 

land (including a copy of any relevant definitive map and statement)).  

(5) The Registration Authority at the same time shall circulate any bundles of 

further documents filed by the parties in accordance with paragraph (3) 

above (again in default of any request to the contrary, in pdf form) and, if it 

is convenient, the same may be incorporated into the core bundle for 

ease of reference at the Inquiry.   

(6) The Registration Authority will publicise the Inquiry by placing an 

advertisement in a local newspaper circulating in the area of the land 

subject to the application and by posting notices at the main points of 

entry to the town or village green (or, if there are no such places, in a 

conspicuous place at the site), as well as on its website, by no later than 

17th February 2021.  The advertisement(s) will invite members of the 

public who wish to participate or attend the Inquiry to provide an email 

address by way of registration in order that they can be provided with an 

online link enabling them to join the Inquiry remotely.   

(7) Any interested person shall be entitled, on reasonable notice and in 

Registration Authority business hours (and subject to the practicalities of 

the same during any prevailing lockdown), to inspect the core inquiry 

bundle held by the Registration Authority up until the conclusion of the 

Inquiry.  

(8) The sitting hours are subject to any direction by the Inspector during the 

course of the Inquiry, but will generally be from 9.30am to 11.30am, 

12.30pm to 2.30pm, and 3pm to 5pm.  

(9) The Applicants or the Objector may make a written application to the 

Inspector through the Registration Authority to vary or supplement these 

directions at any time before the Inquiry commences. The Inspector may 

supplement or vary these directions at any time prior to the 

commencement of the Inquiry, with or without such an application. The 

Inspector will provide the Registration Authority with a report and 

recommendation to assist the Registration Authority in deciding whether 

or not to grant the application. 

19th January 2021 
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C. Objections and Withdrawal of Objections



1

Kathy Robson

From: David Brookes <david.brookes@northumberland.gov.uk>
Sent: 08 August 2019 11:23
To: Kathy Robson
Cc: Mike Robbins; Andrea Todd; Helen Lancaster
Subject: Re: Bewick Green, Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland

Kathy 
 
Thank you for the email and attachments. 
 
I can confirm that the central portion of the application site forms the highway known as Bewick Garth 
(U8281) and is maintainable at public expense by the Highway Authority. 
 
The Highway Authority wishes to object to the application. The present day alignment of the highway 
seems to have been in place since approximately 1980 and map evidence appears to indicate that there 
was an access road across the claimed route since 1921. 
 
The Highway Authority objection is that this part of the application site is a public right of way for highway 
purposes for all types of traffic and questions whether its statutory registration as a village green is 
compatible with it being a highway. 
 
Let me know when you will require further information. 
 
Ragards 
 
David 
 
 
 
 
On Thu, 8 Aug 2019 at 07:08, Kathy Robson <Kathy.Robson@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

SENT ON BEHALF OF HELEN LANCASTER, PRINCIPAL SOLICITOR, LEGAL SERVICES 

Mike, David, 

The Council in its capacity of Commons Registration Authority has received an application under Section 
15 of the Commons Act 2006 for inclusion in the Register of Town or Village Greens. I enclose Form 45 
together with a copy of the plan provided by the applicant from which you will see that any representations 
must be received by the Commons Registration Authority on or before 3 October 2019. 

If you wish to make representations/wish advice with regard to the application please contact Lynne 
Jackson who should be able to assist you further. Lynne is on annual leave but is back 12 August. If you 
require a copy of the application please contact Kathy Robson. 

Many thanks, 

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
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Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
NE61 2EF 

 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

 
 
 
‐‐  
David Brookes 
Infrastructure Records Manager 
Technical Services 
County Hall  
Morpeth 
Northumberland 
NE612EF 
 
Tel: 01670 624134 
EMail: david.brookes@northumberland.gov.uk 
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Bewick House, Bewick Garth, Mickley Square, Northumberland NE 43 7AU 

 

28th October 2019 

Helen Lancaster, 
Principal Solicitor, 
Legal Services,  
Northumberland County Council, 
County Hall, 
Morpeth, 
NE61 2EF 

 

Dear Mrs Lancaster, 
 

Application for Village Green – Mickley Square 

 

Thank you for your letter of 24th October 2019 ( ref HL/012406) informing me, as 
applicant for the registration of the village green at Mickley Square, of a 
representation  from the Highway Authority and providing me the opportunity  for 
dealing with the matters contained.  
 
 I contend that the  existence of a public road across the  Green is not a reason to 
refuse the application  and that the Highway Authority objection is not valid.  
 
In making the case for the Green to be registered under the Commons Act 2006, I 
am required to show,  at Section 15 (3), that 
 
(a) a significant number of inhabitants 
 
(b) of any locality or neighbourhood within a locality 
 
(c) have indulged as of right 
 
(d) in lawful sports and pastimes 
 
(e)     on the land 
 
(f) for a period of at least 20 years 

 
(g)  and continue to do so at the date of the application 
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In commenting of the definition “on the land”,  John Riddall in ‘Getting Greens 

Registered’ (Open Space Society, third edition, 2017) states that: 
 
The 2006 Act makes no reference to highway land. There is nothing to stop all 
or part of a highway being regarded as a town or village green if the 
circumstances justify this. Areas of open land alongside minor roads frequently 
do have a long-standing pattern of local recreational use, as opposed to one of 
mere passage from A to B. Many have already been successfully registered 
under the 1965 Act. 
 
 Registration arguably has no effect on the highway status of the land. Equally, 
the ‘public’ status of a highway does not nullify a claim that all or part of it is a 
green, so long as it is clear that the recreational use (as opposed to a mere 
passage along the highway) which takes place there is primarily or exclusively 
by local people. 
 
In support of this assertion  Riddall  cites: the Commons Commissioner decisions in 
re Medstead Village Green, Hampshire (1979) 214/D/113 and in re The Green, 
Hargrave, Suffolk (1979) 234/D/79. 77 R (Whitmey) v Commons Commissioners 
[2004] EWCA Civ 951; [2005] QB 282 78 McLaren v Kubiak [2007] EWHC 1065 (Ch), 
 
I therefore conclude that the fact that the highway known as Bewick Garth (U8281) 
crosses the proposed Green is not a valid reason for it not to be registered.  
 
The registration does not in any way prevent  the Highway Authority from 
maintaining the road or affect the rights of the public to use the road. Neither does it 
relieve the Highway Authority of the responsibility of maintaining it. In short, the 
registration does not alter the situation with respect to the highway in any way.  
 
The representation from the Highway Authority, as far as I can see from the advice 
of Open Space Society, does not prevent the Village Green at Mickley Square from 
being registered.  
 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 

 

George Hepburn OBE 
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Kathy Robson

From: Helen Lancaster
Sent: 04 February 2021 16:55
To: David Brookes
Cc: Lynne Jackson
Subject: FW: Mickley Square - application for village green
Attachments: Inspector's Directions BEWICK GREEN (FINAL).docx

Hi David, 
 
Just to confirm that the applicant as agreed to exclude the highways land from his application. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
 
Helen Lancaster 
Senior Manager 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 
 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 
 
 
 

From: Helen Lancaster  
Sent: 25 January 2021 11:36 
To: David Brookes <David.Brookes@northumberland.gov.uk> 
Cc: Lynne Jackson <Lynne.Jackson@northumberland.gov.uk> 
Subject: FW: Mickley Square ‐ application for village green 
 
David, 
 
I enclose some Directions issued by the Inspector James Marwick and confirm that I have, on behalf of the 
Registration Authority put forward your proposal to the applicant. 
 
I will get back to you further once I have a substantive response. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
 
Helen Lancaster 
Senior Manager 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
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Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 
 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 
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Kathy Robson

From: George Hepburn <
Sent: 18 December 2017 11:34
To: Anne Dale
Cc: Helen Lancaster
Subject: Re: Land at Bewick Garth,Mickley Square

Dear Helen, 
 
I apologise. I thought I had emailed you about the land at Mickley Square but the 
email went to Anne and not to you. 
 
I am considering whether I should seek to have the land outside my house on the 
corner of Bewick Garth and Station Bank registered as a village green and woud be 
grateful for your advice.  
 
Im happy to come over to County Hall to discuss this with you or to do so over the 
phone as suits you best.  
 
As it happens, and what prompted me to check this email train, is that I am at 
County Hall on Wednesday 20th for a mweeting between 12 noon and 3pm. 
 
So, if by any chance, you were free before or after that, would be convenient for me 
to meet you then.  
 
But I realise this is short notice and coming up to Christmas so more than happy to 
arrange to call over or to speak on the phone after Christmas as is convenient to you. 
 
 
Best wishes, George 
 
web: bewickhouse.com 
tel:  
column: http://georgehep.wordpress.com/ 
 
 
 
 
On 29 November 2017 at 17:03, Anne Dale <anne.dale@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 
George, 
 
Please may I introduce you to Helen Lancaster from NCC who I have spoken to concerning the piece of land at 
Bewick Garth. Please couId you make contact with Helen as I think that this would be the best way forward for you 
to obtain the information you require. 
 
With kind regards 
 
Anne  
 
Councillor Anne Dale, 
Stocksfield, Mickley & Broomhaugh and Riding Division, 
Northumberland County Council 
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Save Time Do It Online! 
We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do everything 
from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 
'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  
 
This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing 
or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please 
contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording 
and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 
 
Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 
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Kathy Robson

From: George Hepburn <
Sent: 18 December 2017 11:57
To: Helen Lancaster
Subject: Re: Land at Bewick Garth,Mickley Square

Thanks; that would be great if I could be away at 11.50. 
 
By the way, it is not clear to me who owns the land??  
 
 
Best wishes, George 
 
web: bewickhouse.com 
tel:  
column: http://georgehep.wordpress.com/ 
 
 
 
 
On 18 December 2017 at 11:51, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

George, 

Thank you for your e‐mail.  

I will be at County Hall on Wednesday and although as adviser to the Commons Registration Authority I cannot 
provide you with any advice as such on the application process I am happy to talk through the procedure with you. 

I could meet you in County Hall reception at 11:30 if that assists. 

Many thanks, 

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Corporate Resources Directorate 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
NE61 2EF 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 18 December 2017 11:34 
To: Anne Dale 
Cc: Helen Lancaster 
Subject: Re: Land at Bewick Garth,Mickley Square 

Dear Helen, 
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I apologise. I thought I had emailed you about the land at Mickley Square but the email 
went to Anne and not to you. 

I am considering whether I should seek to have the land outside my house on the corner of 
Bewick Garth and Station Bank registered as a village green and woud be grateful for your 
advice.  

Im happy to come over to County Hall to discuss this with you or to do so over the phone as 
suits you best.  

As it happens, and what prompted me to check this email train, is that I am at County Hall 
on Wednesday 20th for a mweeting between 12 noon and 3pm. 

So, if by any chance, you were free before or after that, would be convenient for me to meet 
you then.  

But I realise this is short notice and coming up to Christmas so more than happy to arrange 
to call over or to speak on the phone after Christmas as is convenient to you.  

 
 

Best wishes, George 
 
web: bewickhouse.com 
tel:  

column: http://georgehep.wordpress.com/ 

On 29 November 2017 at 17:03, Anne Dale <anne.dale@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

George, 

Please may I introduce you to Helen Lancaster from NCC who I have spoken to concerning the piece of land at 
Bewick Garth. Please couId you make contact with Helen as I think that this would be the best way forward for you 
to obtain the information you require. 

With kind regards 

Anne  

Councillor Anne Dale, 

Stocksfield, Mickley & Broomhaugh and Riding Division, 

Northumberland County Council 

 

Save Time Do It Online! 
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We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do everything 
from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 
'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  

This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing 
or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please 
contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording 
and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 

Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 

 

 
 
Save Time Do It Online! 
We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do everything 
from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 
'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  
 
This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing 
or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please 
contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording 
and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 
 
Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 
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Kathy Robson

From: George Hepburn <
Sent: 18 December 2017 19:40
To: Helen Lancaster
Subject: Re: Land at Bewick Garth,Mickley Square

Thank you Helen, and look forward to meeting you. 
 
I am right at the beginning of the process and believe I need to establish:  
 

 If the land is registered as a Green ( according to searches carried out when we 
bought our house in 2005, it is not) 

 Who owns the land???  
 Whether there is a 'trigger event' that would prevent registration ( not that I am 

aware)?  
 Whether the owner has deposited a statement that would prevent registration?  

I would be very grateful if you could point me in the right direction to resolve these 
preconditions.  
 
This is a very small piece of land, bisected by a road ( and will bring a plan). I would be interested to know whether 
there is a minimum size for a green.. 
 
I know I then to gather evidence but am already in touch with two people who have used the green over 20 years so 
hopeful that I can do so.  
 
One of the regular events now is an annual village BBQ which I believe counts as a 'sport or pastime'  
 
All this culled from gov.uk and a quick read of the Open Space Society guide.  
 
I realise you cannot provide advice but grateful for your time on Wednesday.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
Best wishes, George 
 
web: bewickhouse.com 
tel:  
column: http://georgehep.wordpress.com/ 
 
 
 
 
On 18 December 2017 at 14:30, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

George, 

Thank you, I will note the date and time in my diary. 
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Many thanks, 

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Corporate Resources Directorate 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
NE61 2EF 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 18 December 2017 11:57 
To: Helen Lancaster 

 
Subject: Re: Land at Bewick Garth,Mickley Square 

Thanks; that would be great if I could be away at 11.50. 

By the way, it is not clear to me who owns the land??  

 
 

Best wishes, George 
 
web: bewickhouse.com 
tel:  

column: http://georgehep.wordpress.com/ 

On 18 December 2017 at 11:51, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

George, 

Thank you for your e‐mail.  

I will be at County Hall on Wednesday and although as adviser to the Commons Registration Authority I cannot 
provide you with any advice as such on the application process I am happy to talk through the procedure with you. 

I could meet you in County Hall reception at 11:30 if that assists. 

Many thanks, 

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Corporate Resources Directorate 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
NE61 2EF 

D 7



3

Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 18 December 2017 11:34 
To: Anne Dale 
Cc: Helen Lancaster 
Subject: Re: Land at Bewick Garth,Mickley Square 

Dear Helen, 

I apologise. I thought I had emailed you about the land at Mickley Square but the email 
went to Anne and not to you. 

I am considering whether I should seek to have the land outside my house on the corner of 
Bewick Garth and Station Bank registered as a village green and woud be grateful for your 
advice.  

Im happy to come over to County Hall to discuss this with you or to do so over the phone as 
suits you best.  

As it happens, and what prompted me to check this email train, is that I am at County Hall 
on Wednesday 20th for a mweeting between 12 noon and 3pm. 

So, if by any chance, you were free before or after that, would be convenient for me to meet 
you then.  

But I realise this is short notice and coming up to Christmas so more than happy to arrange 
to call over or to speak on the phone after Christmas as is convenient to you.  

 
 

Best wishes, George 
 
web: bewickhouse.com 
tel:  

column: http://georgehep.wordpress.com/ 

On 29 November 2017 at 17:03, Anne Dale <anne.dale@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

George, 

Please may I introduce you to Helen Lancaster from NCC who I have spoken to concerning the piece of land at 
Bewick Garth. Please couId you make contact with Helen as I think that this would be the best way forward for you 
to obtain the information you require. 

With kind regards 

Anne  

Councillor Anne Dale, 
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Stocksfield, Mickley & Broomhaugh and Riding Division, 

Northumberland County Council 

 

Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do everything 
from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 
'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  

This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing 
or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please 
contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording 
and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 

Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 

 

Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do everything 
from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 
'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  

This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing 
or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please 
contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording 
and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 

Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 
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Save Time Do It Online! 
We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do everything 
from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 
'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  
 
This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing 
or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please 
contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording 
and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 
 
Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 
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Kathy Robson

From: George Hepburn
Sent: 23 March 2018 07:42
To: Helen Lancaster
Subject: Registration of Mickley village green

Dear Helen,  
 
We spoke before Christmas about plans to apply for registering the green here.  
 
I will complete the application over the weekend and would hope to deliver it to 
County Hall early next week.  
 
Is that right and should I mark it for your attention?  
 
 
Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  
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Kathy Robson

From: George Hepburn
Sent: 30 April 2018 11:28
To: Helen Lancaster
Subject: Re: Application to register village green

Dear Helen, 
 
You suggested I contact you at the end of the month if I had not heard further about 
the application to register the Green at Mickley Square and so am doing so. Can you 
give me an outline of the likely process and timetable please?  
 
 
 
 
Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  
 
 
 
 
 
On 28 March 2018 at 15:43, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Mr Hepburn, 

  

I confirm that I have received two folders headed ‘Folder 1 of 2’ and ‘Folder 2 of 2’. 

  

I confirm that we will now take a look at these and I will get back to you further. 

  

I am afraid that we have a large volume of village green/common land matters outstanding at present so this will 
not be straightaway but if you have not heard from me by the end of April then please do not hesitate to contact 
me further. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
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Corporate Resources Directorate 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
NE61 2EF 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

  

  

  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 28 March 2018 15:35 
To: Helen Lancaster 
Subject: Application to register village green 

  

Dear Helen, 

  

Could you please confirm that the application has been received. I left it at reception at 
County Hall on Monday. Thanks. Im off for three weeks from tomorrow so just trying to get 
everything settled.  

Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  

  

  

  

  

 

 
 
Save Time Do It Online! 
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We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do everything 
from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 
'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  
 
This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing 
or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please 
contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording 
and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 
 
Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 
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Kathy Robson

From: George Hepburn
Sent: 01 May 2018 10:33
To: Helen Lancaster
Subject: Re: FW: Application to register village green

Thank you. 
 
 
Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  
 
 
 
 
 
On 1 May 2018 at 09:53, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Mr Hepburn, 

  

Thank you for your e‐mail. 

  

I confirm that I have now, in accordance with the Guidance to Commons Registration Authorities, contacted the 
Planning Inspectorate and the Council’s Planning Department to request confirmation from them of whether a 
‘trigger event’ has occurred in relation to the land; due to an amendment of the legislation in relation to greens, 
the right to apply for the registration of a green is excluded if any one of  a number of prescribed planning related 
‘trigger events’ has occurred. 

  

Once I have replies we are then in a position to ascertain whether the right to apply exists in this case and we can 
then move to the next stage.  

  

I will therefore contact you further once I have replies. This may take some time and again, I would suggest that 
you contact me if you have not heard from me further by the end of week commencing 4th June 2018. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
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Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
NE61 2EF 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

  

  

  

  

  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 30 April 2018 11:28 
To: Helen Lancaster 
Subject: Re: Application to register village green 

  

Dear Helen, 

  

You suggested I contact you at the end of the month if I had not heard further about the 
application to register the Green at Mickley Square and so am doing so. Can you give me an 
outline of the likely process and timetable please?  

  

  

 
 

Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  
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On 28 March 2018 at 15:43, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Mr Hepburn, 

  

I confirm that I have received two folders headed ‘Folder 1 of 2’ and ‘Folder 2 of 2’. 

  

I confirm that we will now take a look at these and I will get back to you further. 

  

I am afraid that we have a large volume of village green/common land matters outstanding at present so this will 
not be straightaway but if you have not heard from me by the end of April then please do not hesitate to contact 
me further. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Corporate Resources Directorate 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
NE61 2EF 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

  

  

  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 28 March 2018 15:35 
To: Helen Lancaster 
Subject: Application to register village green 

  

Dear Helen, 
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Could you please confirm that the application has been received. I left it at reception at 
County Hall on Monday. Thanks. Im off for three weeks from tomorrow so just trying to get 
everything settled.  

Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do everything 
from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 
'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  

  

This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing 
or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please 
contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording 
and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 

  

Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 

  

 

 
Save Time Do It Online! 
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We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do everything 
from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 
'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  
 
This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing 
or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please 
contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording 
and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 
 
Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 
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Kathy Robson

From: George Hepburn
Sent: 12 June 2018 14:09
To: Helen Lancaster
Subject: Re: FW: Application to register village green

Thank you for the update. 

Best wishes George 
(sent clumsily from my phone) 
 
On Tue, 12 Jun 2018, 13:53 Helen Lancaster, <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Mr Hepburn, 

  

Thank you for your email. 

  

Further to my previous e‐mail to you I confirm that I have now had a response from the Planning Inspectorate but I 
am awaiting a response from the Council’s Planning Department – I have sent a reminder and will get back to you 
once I have heard from them further. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
NE61 2EF 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

  

  

  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 12 June 2018 09:13 
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To: Helen Lancaster 
Subject: Re: FW: Application to register village green 

  

Dear Helen, 

  

I'm contacting you as you suggested at this point to ask if there has been any progress with application to register 
the Green at Mickley Square. When you last emailed, you had contacted colleagues concerning trigger events and 
such like? Thanks again.  

Best wishes George 
(sent clumsily from my phone) 

  

On Tue, 1 May 2018, 10:33 George Hepburn, <  wrote: 

Thank you. 

 
 

Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  

  

  

  

  

  

On 1 May 2018 at 09:53, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Mr Hepburn, 

  

Thank you for your e‐mail. 

  

I confirm that I have now, in accordance with the Guidance to Commons Registration Authorities, contacted the 
Planning Inspectorate and the Council’s Planning Department to request confirmation from them of whether a 
‘trigger event’ has occurred in relation to the land; due to an amendment of the legislation in relation to greens, 
the right to apply for the registration of a green is excluded if any one of  a number of prescribed planning related 
‘trigger events’ has occurred. 
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Once I have replies we are then in a position to ascertain whether the right to apply exists in this case and we can 
then move to the next stage.  

  

I will therefore contact you further once I have replies. This may take some time and again, I would suggest that 
you contact me if you have not heard from me further by the end of week commencing 4th June 2018. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
NE61 2EF 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

  

  

  

  

  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 30 April 2018 11:28 
To: Helen Lancaster 
Subject: Re: Application to register village green 

  

Dear Helen, 

  

You suggested I contact you at the end of the month if I had not heard further about the 
application to register the Green at Mickley Square and so am doing so. Can you give me 
an outline of the likely process and timetable please?  
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Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  

  

  

  

  

  

On 28 March 2018 at 15:43, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Mr Hepburn, 

  

I confirm that I have received two folders headed ‘Folder 1 of 2’ and ‘Folder 2 of 2’. 

  

I confirm that we will now take a look at these and I will get back to you further. 

  

I am afraid that we have a large volume of village green/common land matters outstanding at present so this will 
not be straightaway but if you have not heard from me by the end of April then please do not hesitate to contact 
me further. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Corporate Resources Directorate 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
NE61 2EF 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
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E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

  

  

  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 28 March 2018 15:35 
To: Helen Lancaster 
Subject: Application to register village green 

  

Dear Helen, 

  

Could you please confirm that the application has been received. I left it at reception at 
County Hall on Monday. Thanks. Im off for three weeks from tomorrow so just trying to get 
everything settled.  

Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do 
everything from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go 
to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  

  

This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing 
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or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please 
contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording 
and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 

  

Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 

  

  

The linked image cannot be displayed.  The file may have been moved, renamed, or deleted. Verify that the link points to the correct file and location.

 

  

Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do 
everything from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go 
to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  

  

This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing 
or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please 
contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording 
and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 

  

Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 

  

 

 
Save Time Do It Online! 
We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do everything 
from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 
'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  
 
This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing 
or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please 

D 25



7

contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording 
and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 
 
Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 
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Kathy Robson

From: George Hepburn
Sent: 02 July 2018 22:02
To: Helen Lancaster
Subject: Re: FW: Application to register village green

Dear Helen, 
 
I am meeting some of the people who wrote supporting letters on Thursday and so 
wondered if any more progress to report?  
Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Tue, 12 Jun 2018 at 14:09, George Hepburn <  wrote: 
Thank you for the update. 

Best wishes George 
(sent clumsily from my phone) 
 
On Tue, 12 Jun 2018, 13:53 Helen Lancaster, <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Mr Hepburn, 

  

Thank you for your email. 

  

Further to my previous e‐mail to you I confirm that I have now had a response from the Planning Inspectorate but 
I am awaiting a response from the Council’s Planning Department – I have sent a reminder and will get back to you 
once I have heard from them further. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
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NE61 2EF 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

  

  

  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 12 June 2018 09:13 
To: Helen Lancaster 
Subject: Re: FW: Application to register village green 

  

Dear Helen, 

  

I'm contacting you as you suggested at this point to ask if there has been any progress with application to register 
the Green at Mickley Square. When you last emailed, you had contacted colleagues concerning trigger events and 
such like? Thanks again.  

Best wishes George 
(sent clumsily from my phone) 

  

On Tue, 1 May 2018, 10:33 George Hepburn, <  wrote: 

Thank you. 

 
 

Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  

  

  

  

  

  

On 1 May 2018 at 09:53, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Mr Hepburn, 
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Thank you for your e‐mail. 

  

I confirm that I have now, in accordance with the Guidance to Commons Registration Authorities, contacted the 
Planning Inspectorate and the Council’s Planning Department to request confirmation from them of whether a 
‘trigger event’ has occurred in relation to the land; due to an amendment of the legislation in relation to greens, 
the right to apply for the registration of a green is excluded if any one of  a number of prescribed planning 
related ‘trigger events’ has occurred. 

  

Once I have replies we are then in a position to ascertain whether the right to apply exists in this case and we can 
then move to the next stage.  

  

I will therefore contact you further once I have replies. This may take some time and again, I would suggest that 
you contact me if you have not heard from me further by the end of week commencing 4th June 2018. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
NE61 2EF 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

  

  

  

  

  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 30 April 2018 11:28 
To: Helen Lancaster 
Subject: Re: Application to register village green 
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Dear Helen, 

  

You suggested I contact you at the end of the month if I had not heard further about the 
application to register the Green at Mickley Square and so am doing so. Can you give me 
an outline of the likely process and timetable please?  

  

  

 
 

Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  

  

  

  

  

  

On 28 March 2018 at 15:43, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Mr Hepburn, 

  

I confirm that I have received two folders headed ‘Folder 1 of 2’ and ‘Folder 2 of 2’. 

  

I confirm that we will now take a look at these and I will get back to you further. 

  

I am afraid that we have a large volume of village green/common land matters outstanding at present so this will 
not be straightaway but if you have not heard from me by the end of April then please do not hesitate to contact 
me further. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

D 30



5

  

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Corporate Resources Directorate 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
NE61 2EF 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

  

  

  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 28 March 2018 15:35 
To: Helen Lancaster 
Subject: Application to register village green 

  

Dear Helen, 

  

Could you please confirm that the application has been received. I left it at reception at 
County Hall on Monday. Thanks. Im off for three weeks from tomorrow so just trying to 
get everything settled.  

Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

Save Time Do It Online! 
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We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do 
everything from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go 
to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  

  

This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing 
or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please 
contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording 
and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 

  

Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 

  

  

 

  

Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do 
everything from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go 
to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  

  

This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing 
or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please 
contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording 
and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 

  

Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 

  

 

 
Save Time Do It Online! 
We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do 
everything from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go 
to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  
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This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing 
or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please 
contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording 
and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 
 
Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 
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Kathy Robson

From: George Hepburn
Sent: 03 July 2018 09:16
To: Helen Lancaster
Subject: Re: FW: Application to register village green

Thank you very much. That's really helpful.  

Best wishes George 
(sent clumsily from my phone) 
 
On Tue, 3 Jul 2018, 08:55 Helen Lancaster, <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Mr Hepburn, 

  

Thank you for your e‐mail. 

  

I confirm that I have now heard from both the Planning Inspectorate and the Council’s planning department with 
regard to this matter both of whom have confirmed that there has been no trigger event in relation to this land.  

  

I confirm that the next stage in the process is to check the application against the relevant legislation to ascertain 
whether your documentation can be formally accepted by the Commons Registration Authority. If the application 
can be formally accepted this does not mean that the application has been successful but rather that it can be 
allotted a unique reference number and can proceed to the next stage. 

  

I confirm that given the amount of other Commons Registration Authority work we have at present this may take 
some time but  I would hope to be able to get back to you further by 20th July.  

  

Please feel free to get back to me if you haven’t heard from me by then. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
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Morpeth 
NE61 2EF 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

  

  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 02 July 2018 22:02 
To: Helen Lancaster 
Subject: Re: FW: Application to register village green 

  

Dear Helen, 

  

I am meeting some of the people who wrote supporting letters on Thursday and so 
wondered if any more progress to report?  

Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  

  

  

  

  

  

  

On Tue, 12 Jun 2018 at 14:09, George Hepburn <  wrote: 

Thank you for the update. 

Best wishes George 
(sent clumsily from my phone) 

  

On Tue, 12 Jun 2018, 13:53 Helen Lancaster, <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Mr Hepburn, 
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Thank you for your email. 

  

Further to my previous e‐mail to you I confirm that I have now had a response from the Planning Inspectorate 
but I am awaiting a response from the Council’s Planning Department – I have sent a reminder and will get back 
to you once I have heard from them further. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
NE61 2EF 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

  

  

  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 12 June 2018 09:13 
To: Helen Lancaster 
Subject: Re: FW: Application to register village green 

  

Dear Helen, 

  

I'm contacting you as you suggested at this point to ask if there has been any progress with application to register 
the Green at Mickley Square. When you last emailed, you had contacted colleagues concerning trigger events 
and such like? Thanks again.  

Best wishes George 
(sent clumsily from my phone) 

  

On Tue, 1 May 2018, 10:33 George Hepburn, <  wrote: 
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Thank you. 

 
 

Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  

  

  

  

  

  

On 1 May 2018 at 09:53, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Mr Hepburn, 

  

Thank you for your e‐mail. 

  

I confirm that I have now, in accordance with the Guidance to Commons Registration Authorities, contacted the 
Planning Inspectorate and the Council’s Planning Department to request confirmation from them of whether a 
‘trigger event’ has occurred in relation to the land; due to an amendment of the legislation in relation to greens, 
the right to apply for the registration of a green is excluded if any one of  a number of prescribed planning 
related ‘trigger events’ has occurred. 

  

Once I have replies we are then in a position to ascertain whether the right to apply exists in this case and we 
can then move to the next stage.  

  

I will therefore contact you further once I have replies. This may take some time and again, I would suggest that 
you contact me if you have not heard from me further by the end of week commencing 4th June 2018. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
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Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
NE61 2EF 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

  

  

  

  

  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 30 April 2018 11:28 
To: Helen Lancaster 
Subject: Re: Application to register village green 

  

Dear Helen, 

  

You suggested I contact you at the end of the month if I had not heard further about the 
application to register the Green at Mickley Square and so am doing so. Can you give me 
an outline of the likely process and timetable please?  

  

  

 
 

Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  
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On 28 March 2018 at 15:43, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Mr Hepburn, 

  

I confirm that I have received two folders headed ‘Folder 1 of 2’ and ‘Folder 2 of 2’. 

  

I confirm that we will now take a look at these and I will get back to you further. 

  

I am afraid that we have a large volume of village green/common land matters outstanding at present so this 
will not be straightaway but if you have not heard from me by the end of April then please do not hesitate to 
contact me further. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Corporate Resources Directorate 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
NE61 2EF 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

  

  

  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 28 March 2018 15:35 
To: Helen Lancaster 
Subject: Application to register village green 

  

Dear Helen, 
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Could you please confirm that the application has been received. I left it at reception at 
County Hall on Monday. Thanks. Im off for three weeks from tomorrow so just trying to 
get everything settled.  

Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  

  

  

  

  

  

Error! Filename not specified.  

  

Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do 
everything from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go 
to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  

  

This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, 
distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in 
error, please contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be 
subject to recording and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 

  

Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 

  

  

Error! Filename not specified.  

  

Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do 
everything from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go 
to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  
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This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, 
distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in 
error, please contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be 
subject to recording and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 

  

Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 

  

  

The linked image cannot be displayed.  The file may have been moved, renamed, or deleted. Verify that the link points to the correct file and location.

 

  

Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do 
everything from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go 
to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  

  

This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing 
or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please 
contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording 
and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 

  

Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 

 

 
Save Time Do It Online! 
We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do everything 
from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 
'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  
 
This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing 
or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please 
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contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording 
and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 
 
Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 
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Kathy Robson

From: George Hepburn
Sent: 10 September 2018 21:50
To: Helen Lancaster
Subject: Re: FW: FW: Application to register village green

Dear Helen,  
 
You thought you would be in a position to give a substantive reply to the application 
by 24th August and so wonder if thwere has been any progress?  
 
Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Tue, 24 Jul 2018 at 17:13, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Mr Hepburn, 

  

Apologies for not getting back to you last week. 

  

I confirm that unfortunately other urgent matters have intervened to prevent this matter progressing and I am now 
due to be on annual leave. I would however hope to be in a position to respond substantively to you by close of 
play on 24th August; if you have not heard from me by then please feel free to contact me further. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
NE61 2EF 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 
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From: Helen Lancaster [mailto:helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk]  
Sent: 03 July 2018 08:55 
To: 'George Hepburn' 
Subject: RE: FW: Application to register village green 

  

Mr Hepburn, 

  

Thank you for your e‐mail. 

  

I confirm that I have now heard from both the Planning Inspectorate and the Council’s planning department with 
regard to this matter both of whom have confirmed that there has been no trigger event in relation to this land.  

  

I confirm that the next stage in the process is to check the application against the relevant legislation to ascertain 
whether your documentation can be formally accepted by the Commons Registration Authority. If the application 
can be formally accepted this does not mean that the application has been successful but rather that it can be 
allotted a unique reference number and can proceed to the next stage. 

  

I confirm that given the amount of other Commons Registration Authority work we have at present this may take 
some time but  I would hope to be able to get back to you further by 20th July.  

  

Please feel free to get back to me if you haven’t heard from me by then. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
NE61 2EF 
Telephone: 01670 623323 

D 44



3

Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

  

  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 02 July 2018 22:02 
To: Helen Lancaster 
Subject: Re: FW: Application to register village green 

  

Dear Helen, 

  

I am meeting some of the people who wrote supporting letters on Thursday and so 
wondered if any more progress to report?  

Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  

  

  

  

  

  

  

On Tue, 12 Jun 2018 at 14:09, George Hepburn <  wrote: 

Thank you for the update. 

Best wishes George 
(sent clumsily from my phone) 

  

On Tue, 12 Jun 2018, 13:53 Helen Lancaster, <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Mr Hepburn, 

  

Thank you for your email. 
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Further to my previous e‐mail to you I confirm that I have now had a response from the Planning Inspectorate 
but I am awaiting a response from the Council’s Planning Department – I have sent a reminder and will get back 
to you once I have heard from them further. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
NE61 2EF 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

  

  

  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 12 June 2018 09:13 
To: Helen Lancaster 
Subject: Re: FW: Application to register village green 

  

Dear Helen, 

  

I'm contacting you as you suggested at this point to ask if there has been any progress with application to register 
the Green at Mickley Square. When you last emailed, you had contacted colleagues concerning trigger events 
and such like? Thanks again.  

Best wishes George 
(sent clumsily from my phone) 

  

On Tue, 1 May 2018, 10:33 George Hepburn, <  wrote: 

Thank you. 
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Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  

  

  

  

  

  

On 1 May 2018 at 09:53, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Mr Hepburn, 

  

Thank you for your e‐mail. 

  

I confirm that I have now, in accordance with the Guidance to Commons Registration Authorities, contacted the 
Planning Inspectorate and the Council’s Planning Department to request confirmation from them of whether a 
‘trigger event’ has occurred in relation to the land; due to an amendment of the legislation in relation to greens, 
the right to apply for the registration of a green is excluded if any one of  a number of prescribed planning 
related ‘trigger events’ has occurred. 

  

Once I have replies we are then in a position to ascertain whether the right to apply exists in this case and we 
can then move to the next stage.  

  

I will therefore contact you further once I have replies. This may take some time and again, I would suggest that 
you contact me if you have not heard from me further by the end of week commencing 4th June 2018. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
NE61 2EF 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
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Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

  

  

  

  

  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 30 April 2018 11:28 
To: Helen Lancaster 
Subject: Re: Application to register village green 

  

Dear Helen, 

  

You suggested I contact you at the end of the month if I had not heard further about the 
application to register the Green at Mickley Square and so am doing so. Can you give me 
an outline of the likely process and timetable please?  

  

  

 
 

Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  

  

  

  

  

  

On 28 March 2018 at 15:43, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Mr Hepburn, 
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I confirm that I have received two folders headed ‘Folder 1 of 2’ and ‘Folder 2 of 2’. 

  

I confirm that we will now take a look at these and I will get back to you further. 

  

I am afraid that we have a large volume of village green/common land matters outstanding at present so this 
will not be straightaway but if you have not heard from me by the end of April then please do not hesitate to 
contact me further. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Corporate Resources Directorate 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
NE61 2EF 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

  

  

  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 28 March 2018 15:35 
To: Helen Lancaster 
Subject: Application to register village green 

  

Dear Helen, 

  

Could you please confirm that the application has been received. I left it at reception at 
County Hall on Monday. Thanks. Im off for three weeks from tomorrow so just trying to 
get everything settled.  

Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  
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Error! Filename not specified.  

  

Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do 
everything from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go 
to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  

  

This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, 
distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in 
error, please contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be 
subject to recording and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 

  

Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 

  

  

Error! Filename not specified.  

  

Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do 
everything from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go 
to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  

  

This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, 
distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in 
error, please contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be 
subject to recording and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 
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Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 

  

  

The linked image cannot be displayed.  The file may have been moved, renamed, or deleted. Verify that the link points to the correct file and location.

 

  

Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do 
everything from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go 
to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  

  

This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing 
or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please 
contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording 
and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 

  

Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 

 

 
Save Time Do It Online! 
We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do everything 
from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 
'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  
 
This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing 
or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please 
contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording 
and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 
 
Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 
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Kathy Robson

From: George Hepburn
Sent: 24 October 2018 07:56
To: Helen Lancaster; Dale Anne
Subject: Re: FW: FW: Application to register village green

Dear Helen,  
 
In your last email, you asked me to contact you again if I had not heard by 19th 
October which I am now doing.  
 
I saw Cllr Dale last week about another matter and she asked to be copied into this 
email.  
Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Tue, 11 Sep 2018 at 07:48, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Mr Hepburn, 

  

I thank you for your e‐mail. 

  

I confirm that a number of pressing issues have again intervened in the interim period and there are other village 
green issues which need to be dealt with but I would hope that this matter can be progressed to the next stage 
within the next few weeks. 

  

If you have not heard from me 19th October then please feel free to contact me further. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
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County Hall 
Morpeth 
NE61 2EF 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

  

  

  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 10 September 2018 21:50 
To: Helen Lancaster 
Subject: Re: FW: FW: Application to register village green 

  

Dear Helen,  

  

You thought you would be in a position to give a substantive reply to the application by 24th 
August and so wonder if thwere has been any progress?  

  

Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  

  

  

  

  

  

  

On Tue, 24 Jul 2018 at 17:13, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Mr Hepburn, 

  

Apologies for not getting back to you last week. 
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I confirm that unfortunately other urgent matters have intervened to prevent this matter progressing and I am 
now due to be on annual leave. I would however hope to be in a position to respond substantively to you by close 
of play on 24th August; if you have not heard from me by then please feel free to contact me further. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
NE61 2EF 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

  

  

  

From: Helen Lancaster [mailto:helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk]  
Sent: 03 July 2018 08:55 
To: 'George Hepburn' 
Subject: RE: FW: Application to register village green 

  

Mr Hepburn, 

  

Thank you for your e‐mail. 

  

I confirm that I have now heard from both the Planning Inspectorate and the Council’s planning department with 
regard to this matter both of whom have confirmed that there has been no trigger event in relation to this land.  

  

I confirm that the next stage in the process is to check the application against the relevant legislation to ascertain 
whether your documentation can be formally accepted by the Commons Registration Authority. If the application 
can be formally accepted this does not mean that the application has been successful but rather that it can be 
allotted a unique reference number and can proceed to the next stage. 
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I confirm that given the amount of other Commons Registration Authority work we have at present this may take 
some time but  I would hope to be able to get back to you further by 20th July.  

  

Please feel free to get back to me if you haven’t heard from me by then. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
NE61 2EF 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

  

  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 02 July 2018 22:02 
To: Helen Lancaster 
Subject: Re: FW: Application to register village green 

  

Dear Helen, 

  

I am meeting some of the people who wrote supporting letters on Thursday and so 
wondered if any more progress to report?  

Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  

  

  

  

  

D 55



5

  

  

On Tue, 12 Jun 2018 at 14:09, George Hepburn <  wrote: 

Thank you for the update. 

Best wishes George 
(sent clumsily from my phone) 

  

On Tue, 12 Jun 2018, 13:53 Helen Lancaster, <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Mr Hepburn, 

  

Thank you for your email. 

  

Further to my previous e‐mail to you I confirm that I have now had a response from the Planning Inspectorate 
but I am awaiting a response from the Council’s Planning Department – I have sent a reminder and will get back 
to you once I have heard from them further. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
NE61 2EF 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

  

  

  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 12 June 2018 09:13 
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To: Helen Lancaster 
Subject: Re: FW: Application to register village green 

  

Dear Helen, 

  

I'm contacting you as you suggested at this point to ask if there has been any progress with application to 
register the Green at Mickley Square. When you last emailed, you had contacted colleagues concerning trigger 
events and such like? Thanks again.  

Best wishes George 
(sent clumsily from my phone) 

  

On Tue, 1 May 2018, 10:33 George Hepburn, <  wrote: 

Thank you. 

 
 

Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  

  

  

  

  

  

On 1 May 2018 at 09:53, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Mr Hepburn, 

  

Thank you for your e‐mail. 

  

I confirm that I have now, in accordance with the Guidance to Commons Registration Authorities, contacted 
the Planning Inspectorate and the Council’s Planning Department to request confirmation from them of 
whether a ‘trigger event’ has occurred in relation to the land; due to an amendment of the legislation in 
relation to greens, the right to apply for the registration of a green is excluded if any one of  a number of 
prescribed planning related ‘trigger events’ has occurred. 
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Once I have replies we are then in a position to ascertain whether the right to apply exists in this case and we 
can then move to the next stage.  

  

I will therefore contact you further once I have replies. This may take some time and again, I would suggest 
that you contact me if you have not heard from me further by the end of week commencing 4th June 2018. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
NE61 2EF 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

  

  

  

  

  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 30 April 2018 11:28 
To: Helen Lancaster 
Subject: Re: Application to register village green 

  

Dear Helen, 

  

You suggested I contact you at the end of the month if I had not heard further about the 
application to register the Green at Mickley Square and so am doing so. Can you give me 
an outline of the likely process and timetable please?  
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Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  

  

  

  

  

  

On 28 March 2018 at 15:43, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Mr Hepburn, 

  

I confirm that I have received two folders headed ‘Folder 1 of 2’ and ‘Folder 2 of 2’. 

  

I confirm that we will now take a look at these and I will get back to you further. 

  

I am afraid that we have a large volume of village green/common land matters outstanding at present so this 
will not be straightaway but if you have not heard from me by the end of April then please do not hesitate to 
contact me further. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Corporate Resources Directorate 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
NE61 2EF 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
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E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

  

  

  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 28 March 2018 15:35 
To: Helen Lancaster 
Subject: Application to register village green 

  

Dear Helen, 

  

Could you please confirm that the application has been received. I left it at reception at 
County Hall on Monday. Thanks. Im off for three weeks from tomorrow so just trying to 
get everything settled.  

Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  

  

  

  

  

  

Error! Filename not specified.  

  

Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do 
everything from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go 
to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  

  

This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain 
confidential and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, 
copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this 
email in error, please contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may 
be subject to recording and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 
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Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 

  

  

Error! Filename not specified.  

  

Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do 
everything from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go 
to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  

  

This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain 
confidential and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, 
copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this 
email in error, please contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may 
be subject to recording and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 

  

Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 

  

  

 

  

Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do 
everything from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go 
to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  

  

This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, 
distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in 
error, please contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be 
subject to recording and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 

  

Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 
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The linked image cannot be displayed.  The file may have been moved, renamed, or deleted. Verify that the link points to the correct file and location.

 

  

Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do 
everything from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go 
to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  

  

This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing 
or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please 
contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording 
and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 

  

Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 

 

 
Save Time Do It Online! 
We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do everything 
from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 
'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  
 
This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing 
or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please 
contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording 
and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 
 
Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 
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Helen Lancaster, Principal Solicitor, Legal Services 

Directorate of Human Resources/Organisational 
Development and People Services, 

County Hall, Morpeth, 
Northumberland, NE61 2EF 

T: 01670 623323 E: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
www.northumberland.gov.uk   

    
012406/01148723 

 

 
 
 
 
George Hepburn OBE 
Bewick House 
Bewick Garth 
Mickley Square 
Stocksfield 
NE43 7AU 

Your Ref:  
Our Ref: HL/012406 
Enquiries to: Helen Lancaster 
Email: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Tel direct: 01670 623323 
Date: 8 November 2018 

 
 
Dear Mr Hepburn, 
 
Application for Village Green - Mickley Square 
 
I write further to my recent e-mail to you to confirm that we have now had the opportunity 
to consider whether the Form 44 application submitted by yourself has been ‘duly made’. 
 
I confirm that having had responses from the Planning Inspectorate and the Council’s own 
Planning Services department that no ‘trigger event’ has taken place in relation to the land 
we have gone on to consider the application against the relevant Regulations and 
Guidance in order to ascertain if it has been ‘duly made’. 
 
Having done so I confirm that I must return your application to you as not being ‘duly 
made’ at this stage. 
 
This is because you have not specified a ‘locality’ within your application at question 6. I 
confirm that further guidance on this point is available on the DEFRA website or from the 
Open Spaces Society. 
 
I confirm that, following relevant Guidance and case law,  we will now allow you to take a 
reasonable opportunity to amend and resubmit with the necessary changes and I confirm 
that you have until close of business on 31st January 2019 in order to do so. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
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Kathy Robson

From: George Hepburn
Sent: 08 April 2019 21:43
To: Helen Lancaster; Dale Anne
Subject: Re: Application to register village green at Mickley Sqyare

Dear Helen,  
 
Could you please tell me if there has been any progress in your consideration of my 
application to register the green at Mickley Square, resubmitted to you on 7th 
January. I have copied ion Cllr Dale as she asked to be kept informed. Thank you.  
 
Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Thu, 31 Jan 2019 at 10:09, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Mr Hepburn, 

  

Thank you for your e‐mail. 

  

I confirm that we have received your documentation which will now be considered further. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
NE61 2EF 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 
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From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 30 January 2019 12:00 
To: Helen Lancaster 
Subject: Application to register village green at Mickley Sqyare 

  

Dear Ms Lancaster,  

  

Can I check that you receive my revised submission left at County Hall on 7th January as 
tomorrow is the deadline for the resubmission as per your letter of 8 November. Thank you.  

Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  

  

  

  

  

 

 
Save Time Do It Online! 
We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do everything 
from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 
'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  
 
This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing 
or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please 
contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording 
and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 
 
Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 
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Helen Lancaster, Principal Solicitor, Legal Services 

Directorate of Human Resources/Organisational 
Development and People Services, 

County Hall, Morpeth, 
Northumberland, NE61 2EF 

T: 01670 623323 E: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
www.northumberland.gov.uk   

    
012406/01263799 

 

 
 
George Hepburn OBE 
Bewick Garth 
Mickley Square 
Stocksfield 
NE43 7AU 
 
 
 
 

Your Ref:  
Our Ref: HL/012406 
Enquiries to: Helen Lancaster 
Email: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Tel direct: 01670 623323 
Date: 10 April 2019 

Dear Mr Hepburn, 
 
Application for Village Green - Mickley Square 
 
I write further to my e-mail to you of 10th April 2019 and return to you your application. 
 
I confirm that this is because the relevant Regulations require that Form 44 is supported by 
a statutory declaration as set out in Form 44 made by yourself as the applicant. 
 
Unfortunately, while you provided a sworn Form 44 when you originally submitted the 
application, it has not been re-sworn when you added the additional information. 
 
I therefore look forward to receiving the Form 44 freshly sworn which will mean that all of it 
is supported by a statutory declaration. It may be that if you take this back to original 
solicitors who undertook the statutory declaration process they may be able to assist 
quickly. 
 
I confirm that I have set aside some time during week commencing 22nd April to look at 
outstanding village green matters and therefore if you could return it to me in time for then I 
would hope to progress it then. 
 
I appreciate that the requirement to be re-sworn may appear pedantic. However, the 
Registration Authority must be and appear to be impartial and I have no doubt that this is 
an issue which could be raised in an objection to the application at a subsequent Inquiry 
(should an Inquiry be necessary) if it is not rectified now. 
 
I hope that this assists. 
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Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
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Kathy Robson

From: George Hepburn
Sent: 12 April 2019 16:41
To: Helen Lancaster
Subject: Bewick Green

Thank you for your letter. I can get a statutory declaration executed but am away 
next week so will probably not be able to get it back to you till the middle of the 
following week. 
Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  
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Helen Lancaster, Principal Solicitor, Legal Services 

Directorate of Human Resources/Organisational 
Development and People Services, 

County Hall, Morpeth, 
Northumberland, NE61 2EF 

T: 01670 623323 E: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
www.northumberland.gov.uk   

    
012406/01287537 

 

 
 
George Hepburn OBE 
Bewick House 
Bewick Garth 
Mickley Square 
Stocksfield 
NE43 7AU 
 

Your Ref:  
Our Ref: HL/012406 
Enquiries to: Helen Lancaster 
Email: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Tel direct: 01670 623323 
Date: 16 May 2019 

 
 
Dear Mr Hepburn, 
 
Application for Village Green - Mickley Square 
 
I write further to previous correspondence and confirm that your aforementioned 
application has now been accepted as ‘duly made’ and has been allotted the reference 
number VG84. 
 
The application will now proceed to the next stage, namely sending notices of the 
application to relevant persons and publicising of the application and I will be in touch 
further in this regard. At this stage I anticipate that this is likely to be after week 
commencing 3rd June 2019. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
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Kathy Robson

From: George Hepburn
Sent: 13 July 2019 17:34
To: Helen Lancaster; Dale Anne
Subject: Mickley Village Green

Dear Ms Lancaster, 
 
 
Cllr Dale was asking me about progress last week and Im sorry to say that I must 
have mislaid your last letter which I think said that the case for registering the Green 
had been accepted and that you would be putting up notice for consultation?  
 
 Is that correct and when might this happen please?  
 
Apologies again and would it be possible to email me the letter for my records?  
 
 
Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  
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Kathy Robson

From: David Brookes
Sent: 08 August 2019 11:23
To: Kathy Robson
Cc: Mike Robbins; Andrea Todd; Helen Lancaster
Subject: Re: Bewick Green, Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland

Kathy 
 
Thank you for the email and attachments. 
 
I can confirm that the central portion of the application site forms the highway known as Bewick Garth 
(U8281) and is maintainable at public expense by the Highway Authority. 
 
The Highway Authority wishes to object to the application.  The present day alignment of the highway 
seems to have been in place since approximately 1980 and map evidence appears to indicate that there 
was an access road across the claimed route since 1921. 
 
The Highway Authority objection is that this part of the application site is a public right of way for highway 
purposes for all types of traffic and questions whether its statutory registration as a village green is 
compatible with it being a highway. 
 
Let me know when you will require further information. 
 
Ragards 
 
David 
 
   
 
 
 
On Thu, 8 Aug 2019 at 07:08, Kathy Robson <Kathy.Robson@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

SENT ON BEHALF OF HELEN LANCASTER, PRINCIPAL SOLICITOR, LEGAL SERVICES 

  

Mike, David, 

  

The Council in its capacity of Commons Registration Authority has received an application under 
Section 15 of the Commons Act 2006 for inclusion in the Register of Town or Village Greens. I enclose 
Form 45 together with a copy of the plan provided by the applicant from which you will see that any 
representations must be received by the Commons Registration Authority on or before 3 October 2019. 
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If you wish to make representations/wish advice with regard to the application please contact Lynne 
Jackson who should be able to assist you further. Lynne is on annual leave but is back 12 August. If you 
require a copy of the application please contact Kathy Robson. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
NE61 2EF 

 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

  

 
 
 
‐‐  
David Brookes 
Infrastructure Records Manager 
Technical Services 
County Hall  
Morpeth 
Northumberland 
NE612EF 
 
Tel: 01670 624134 
EMail:  david.brookes@northumberland.gov.uk 
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Kathy Robson

From: Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk>
Sent: 11 September 2019 09:34
To: David Brookes
Subject: RE: Bewick Green, Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland

Hi David, 
Thank you for your representation received while I was on annual leave. 
The consultation period closes on 3rd October so if you have further information/representations I look forward to 
receiving it/them by then.  
If you require further assistance with regard to any representations please contact Lynne Jackson. 
Many thanks, 
Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
NE61 2EF 
 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 
From: David Brookes [mailto:david.brookes@northumberland.gov.uk]  
Sent: 08 August 2019 11:23 
To: Kathy Robson 
Cc: Mike Robbins; Andrea Todd; Helen Lancaster 
Subject: Re: Bewick Green, Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland 
Kathy 
Thank you for the email and attachments. 
I can confirm that the central portion of the application site forms the highway known as Bewick Garth 
(U8281) and is maintainable at public expense by the Highway Authority. 
The Highway Authority wishes to object to the application. The present day alignment of the highway 
seems to have been in place since approximately 1980 and map evidence appears to indicate that there was 
an access road across the claimed route since 1921. 
The Highway Authority objection is that this part of the application site is a public right of way for highway 
purposes for all types of traffic and questions whether its statutory registration as a village green is 
compatible with it being a highway. 
Let me know when you will require further information. 
Ragards 
David 
On Thu, 8 Aug 2019 at 07:08, Kathy Robson <Kathy.Robson@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

SENT ON BEHALF OF HELEN LANCASTER, PRINCIPAL SOLICITOR, LEGAL SERVICES 

Mike, David, 

The Council in its capacity of Commons Registration Authority has received an application under 
Section 15 of the Commons Act 2006 for inclusion in the Register of Town or Village Greens. I 
enclose Form 45 together with a copy of the plan provided by the applicant from which you will 
see that any representations must be received by the Commons Registration Authority on or 
before 3 October 2019. 
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If you wish to make representations/wish advice with regard to the application please contact 
Lynne Jackson who should be able to assist you further. Lynne is on annual leave but is back 12 
August. If you require a copy of the application please contact Kathy Robson. 

Many thanks, 

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
NE61 2EF 

 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

 
 
--  
David Brookes 
Infrastructure Records Manager 
Technical Services 
County Hall  
Morpeth 
Northumberland 
NE612EF 
Tel: 01670 624134 
EMail: david.brookes@northumberland.gov.uk 
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Kathy Robson

From: George Hepburn <  on behalf of George Hepburn
Sent: 27 October 2019 21:03
To: Helen Lancaster; Dale Anne
Subject: Registration of Green at Mickley Square
Attachments: Letter to helen Lancaster Oct 19.doc

Dear  Mrs Lancaster,  
 
 
Thank you for your letter of 24th October and I attach my reply. Please let me know 
if you require a signed paper copy.  
 
Could you also give me an idea of the time and procedure from here please hoping 
that we can bring this to a conclusion soon.  
 
 
Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  
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Bewick House, Bewick Garth, Mickley Square, Northumberland NE 43 7AU 
 

28th October 2019 
Helen Lancaster, 
Principal Solicitor, 
Legal Services,  
Northumberland County Council, 
County Hall, 
Morpeth, 
NE61 2EF 

 
Dear Mrs Lancaster, 

 
Application for Village Green – Mickley Square 

 
Thank you for your letter of 24th October 2019 ( ref HL/012406) informing me, as 
applicant for the registration of the village green at Mickley Square, of a 
representation  from the Highway Authority and providing me the opportunity  for 
dealing with the matters contained.  
 
 I contend that the  existence of a public road across the  Green is not a reason to 
refuse the application  and that the Highway Authority objection is not valid.  
 
In making the case for the Green to be registered under the Commons Act 2006, I 
am required to show,  at Section 15 (3), that 
 
(a) a significant number of inhabitants 
 
(b) of any locality or neighbourhood within a locality 
 
(c) have indulged as of right 
 
(d) in lawful sports and pastimes 
 
(e)     on the land 
 
(f) for a period of at least 20 years 

 
(g)  and continue to do so at the date of the application 
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In commenting of the definition “on the land”,  John Riddall in ‘Getting Greens 
Registered’ (Open Space Society, third edition, 2017) states that: 
 
The 2006 Act makes no reference to highway land. There is nothing to stop all 
or part of a highway being regarded as a town or village green if the 
circumstances justify this. Areas of open land alongside minor roads frequently 
do have a long-standing pattern of local recreational use, as opposed to one of 
mere passage from A to B. Many have already been successfully registered 
under the 1965 Act. 
 
 Registration arguably has no effect on the highway status of the land. Equally, 
the ‘public’ status of a highway does not nullify a claim that all or part of it is a 
green, so long as it is clear that the recreational use (as opposed to a mere 
passage along the highway) which takes place there is primarily or exclusively 
by local people. 
 
In support of this assertion  Riddall  cites: the Commons Commissioner decisions in 
re Medstead Village Green, Hampshire (1979) 214/D/113 and in re The Green, 
Hargrave, Suffolk (1979) 234/D/79. 77 R (Whitmey) v Commons Commissioners 
[2004] EWCA Civ 951; [2005] QB 282 78 McLaren v Kubiak [2007] EWHC 1065 (Ch), 
 
I therefore conclude that the fact that the highway known as Bewick Garth (U8281) 
crosses the proposed Green is not a valid reason for it not to be registered.  
 
The registration does not in any way prevent  the Highway Authority from 
maintaining the road or affect the rights of the public to use the road. Neither does it 
relieve the Highway Authority of the responsibility of maintaining it. In short, the 
registration does not alter the situation with respect to the highway in any way.  
 
The representation from the Highway Authority, as far as I can see from the advice 
of Open Space Society, does not prevent the Village Green at Mickley Square from 
being registered.  
 

Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 

George Hepburn OBE 
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Kathy Robson

From: George Hepburn <  on behalf of George Hepburn
Sent: 28 October 2019 12:50
To: Helen Lancaster
Subject: Re: Registration of Green at Mickley Square

Thank you. I will post a signed copy today.  
 
Will I be invited to be represented at the Commons Registration Meeting?  
 
 
Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Mon, 28 Oct 2019 at 10:17, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Mr Hepburn, 

  

Thank you for your e‐mail and I note the contents. Could I ask for a signed copy just for the sake of completeness? 

  

The next stage in the process is that the council in its capacity of Commons Registration Authority (CRA) must 
proceed to determine the application. 

  

In order to do so it may be necessary to instruct Counsel with a view to requesting Counsel to consider the matter 
and make a recommendation to the CRA as to whether the land in question should be added to the Register of 
Village Greens. We will now therefore progress this aspect and, if necessary, request authority within the Council’s 
Scheme of Delegations in order to do so. 

  

We have a couple of outstanding village green matters ongoing at present but I would anticipate that I should be 
able to get back to you with regard to whether the CRA has authority to instruct Counsel by the end of November. 

  

I hope that this assists. 

  

Many thanks, 
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Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 

Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 

 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 27 October 2019 21:03 
To: Helen Lancaster; Dale Anne 
Subject: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

  

Dear  Mrs Lancaster,  
 

  

Thank you for your letter of 24th October and I attach my reply. Please let me know if you 
require a signed paper copy.  

  

Could you also give me an idea of the time and procedure from here please hoping that we 
can bring this to a conclusion soon.  

  

  

Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  
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The linked image cannot 
be d isplayed.  The file may  
have been mov ed, 
renamed, or deleted.  
Verify that the link poin ts  
to the correct file and  
location.

 
 
Save Time Do It Online! 
We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do everything 
from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 
'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  
 
This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing 
or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please 
contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording 
and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 
 
Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 
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Kathy Robson

From: George Hepburn <  on behalf of George Hepburn
Sent: 18 December 2019 16:53
To: Helen Lancaster; Charles Morgan
Subject: Re: FW: Registration of Green at Mickley Square

Thank you Mrs Lancaster and will wait to hear from you further.  
 
Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Wed, 18 Dec 2019 at 15:51, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Dear Mr Hepburn, 

  

I write to keep you updated with regard to this matter and confirm that we are now awaiting quotations from 
external Counsel as to their costs to undertake the further work with regard to determination of your application as 
detailed below. 

  

I would hope to hear from them shortly and should therefore be able to confirm who is to be instructed shortly 
into the New Year. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 
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01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

  

  

  

From: Helen Lancaster [mailto:helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk]  
Sent: 29 October 2019 17:54 
To: George Hepburn 
Subject: RE: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

  

Mr Hepburn, 

  

Thank you for your e‐mail of yesterday. 

  

I confirm that if a Hearing is directed in this case then all parties would usually have the opportunity to attend that 
hearing and give evidence should they wish to do so.  

  

These are issues which we would instruct Counsel to consider and I will of course keep you informed as below. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 

Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 

 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 
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From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 28 October 2019 12:50 
To: Helen Lancaster 
Subject: Re: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

  

Thank you. I will post a signed copy today.  

  

Will I be invited to be represented at the Commons Registration Meeting?  

  

  

Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  

  

  

  

  

  

  

On Mon, 28 Oct 2019 at 10:17, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Mr Hepburn, 

  

Thank you for your e‐mail and I note the contents. Could I ask for a signed copy just for the sake of completeness? 

  

The next stage in the process is that the council in its capacity of Commons Registration Authority (CRA) must 
proceed to determine the application. 

  

In order to do so it may be necessary to instruct Counsel with a view to requesting Counsel to consider the matter 
and make a recommendation to the CRA as to whether the land in question should be added to the Register of 
Village Greens. We will now therefore progress this aspect and, if necessary, request authority within the Council’s 
Scheme of Delegations in order to do so. 
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We have a couple of outstanding village green matters ongoing at present but I would anticipate that I should be 
able to get back to you with regard to whether the CRA has authority to instruct Counsel by the end of November. 

  

I hope that this assists. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 

Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 

 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 27 October 2019 21:03 
To: Helen Lancaster; Dale Anne 
Subject: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

  

Dear  Mrs Lancaster,  
 

  

Thank you for your letter of 24th October and I attach my reply. Please let me know if you 
require a signed paper copy.  

  

Could you also give me an idea of the time and procedure from here please hoping that we 
can bring this to a conclusion soon.  
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Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do 
everything from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go 
to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  

  

This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing 
or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please 
contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording 
and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 

  

Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 

 
The linked 
be d isplaye
have been 
renamed, o
Verify that 
to the corr
location.

 
 
Save Time Do It Online! 
We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do everything 
from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 
'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  
 
This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing 
or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please 
contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording 
and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 
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Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 
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Kathy Robson

From: George Hepburn <
Sent: 21 April 2020 12:34
To: Helen Lancaster
Subject: Re: FW: Registration of Green at Mickley Square

Dear Mrs Lancaster,  
 
I realise these are extraordinary times but am just catching up on all sorts of fronts 
this morning and so wondered if there was any progress in relation to registering the 
green at Mickley Square. 
 
Best wishes, George 
 
tel:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Wed, 29 Jan 2020 at 17:23, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Mr Hepburn, 

Thank you for your e‐mail.  

I confirm that we have now received some quotations from Counsel and I am now proceeding to request 
authorisation to instruct. 

I would hope that this can be done fairly quickly and I will therefore be in touch shortly. 

Many thanks, 

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 29 January 2020 10:30 
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To: Helen Lancaster; Charles Morgan; Dale Anne 
Subject: Re: FW: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

Dear Mrs Lancaster, 

Cllr Dale asked me about the Green this morning which prompts me to enquire if you have made any further 
progress?  

On Wed, 18 Dec 2019, 16:53 George Hepburn, <  wrote: 

Thank you Mrs Lancaster and will wait to hear from you further.  
 

Best wishes, George 
 
tel:  

On Wed, 18 Dec 2019 at 15:51, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Dear Mr Hepburn, 

I write to keep you updated with regard to this matter and confirm that we are now awaiting quotations from 
external Counsel as to their costs to undertake the further work with regard to determination of your application 
as detailed below. 

I would hope to hear from them shortly and should therefore be able to confirm who is to be instructed shortly 
into the New Year. 

Many thanks, 

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

From: Helen Lancaster [mailto:helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk]  
Sent: 29 October 2019 17:54 
To: George Hepburn 
Subject: RE: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

Mr Hepburn, 

Thank you for your e‐mail of yesterday. 

I confirm that if a Hearing is directed in this case then all parties would usually have the opportunity to attend 
that hearing and give evidence should they wish to do so.  
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These are issues which we would instruct Counsel to consider and I will of course keep you informed as below. 

Many thanks, 

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 

Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 

 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 28 October 2019 12:50 
To: Helen Lancaster 
Subject: Re: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

Thank you. I will post a signed copy today.  

Will I be invited to be represented at the Commons Registration Meeting?  

Best wishes, George 
 
tel:  

On Mon, 28 Oct 2019 at 10:17, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Mr Hepburn, 

Thank you for your e‐mail and I note the contents. Could I ask for a signed copy just for the sake of 
completeness? 

The next stage in the process is that the council in its capacity of Commons Registration Authority (CRA) must 
proceed to determine the application. 

In order to do so it may be necessary to instruct Counsel with a view to requesting Counsel to consider the 
matter and make a recommendation to the CRA as to whether the land in question should be added to the 
Register of Village Greens. We will now therefore progress this aspect and, if necessary, request authority 
within the Council’s Scheme of Delegations in order to do so. 

We have a couple of outstanding village green matters ongoing at present but I would anticipate that I should 
be able to get back to you with regard to whether the CRA has authority to instruct Counsel by the end of 
November. 

I hope that this assists. 

Many thanks, 
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Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 

Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 

 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 27 October 2019 21:03 
To: Helen Lancaster; Dale Anne 
Subject: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

Dear Mrs Lancaster,  
 

Thank you for your letter of 24th October and I attach my reply. Please let me know if 
you require a signed paper copy.  

Could you also give me an idea of the time and procedure from here please hoping that 
we can bring this to a conclusion soon.  

Best wishes, George 
 
tel:  

 

Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do 
everything from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: 
www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  

This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, 
distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in 
error, please contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be 
subject to recording and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 

Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 
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Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do 
everything from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: www.northumberland.gov.uk 
and click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  

This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing 
or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please 
contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording 
and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 

Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 

 
The linked image cannot 
be d isplayed.  The file may  
have been mov ed, 
renamed, or deleted.  
Verify that the link poin ts  
to the correct file and  
location.

 
 
Save Time Do It Online! 
We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do everything 
from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 
'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  
 
This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing 
or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please 
contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording 
and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 
 
Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 
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Kathy Robson

From: George Hepburn <  on behalf of George Hepburn
Sent: 22 May 2020 11:51
To: Helen Lancaster
Subject: Re: FW: Registration of Green at Mickley Square

Dear Mrs Lancaster,  
 
Thank you for letting me know. I may wish to appoint counsel too.  
Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Fri, 22 May 2020 at 11:48, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Dear Mr Hepburn, 

  

I write to provide an update with regard to this matter. 

  

I confirm that we now have authority to instruct Counsel to prepare a report making a recommendation with 
regard to this matter and formal instructions can now therefore be sent to him. I confirm that we will now 
therefore prepare form Instructions and I will let you know once I have heard further. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 
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01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

  

  

  

From: Helen Lancaster [mailto:helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk]  
Sent: 23 April 2020 12:55 
To: 'George Hepburn' 
Subject: RE: FW: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

  

Dear Mr Hepburn, 

  

Thank you for your e‐mail. 

  

These are indeed extraordinary times but I am hoping to take a look at this next week and you should therefore 
hear from me further shortly. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

  

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  
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From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 21 April 2020 12:34 
To: Helen Lancaster 
Subject: Re: FW: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

  

Dear Mrs Lancaster,  

  

I realise these are extraordinary times but am just catching up on all sorts of fronts this 
morning and so wondered if there was any progress in relation to registering the green at 
Mickley Square. 

  

Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  

  

  

  

  

  

  

On Wed, 29 Jan 2020 at 17:23, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Mr Hepburn, 

  

Thank you for your e‐mail.  

  

I confirm that we have now received some quotations from Counsel and I am now proceeding to request 
authorisation to instruct. 
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I would hope that this can be done fairly quickly and I will therefore be in touch shortly. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

  

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

  

  

  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 29 January 2020 10:30 
To: Helen Lancaster; Charles Morgan; Dale Anne 
Subject: Re: FW: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

  

Dear Mrs Lancaster, 

Cllr Dale asked me about the Green this morning which prompts me to enquire if you have made any further 
progress?  

  

On Wed, 18 Dec 2019, 16:53 George Hepburn, <  wrote: 

Thank you Mrs Lancaster and will wait to hear from you further.  
 

Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  
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On Wed, 18 Dec 2019 at 15:51, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Dear Mr Hepburn, 

  

I write to keep you updated with regard to this matter and confirm that we are now awaiting quotations from 
external Counsel as to their costs to undertake the further work with regard to determination of your 
application as detailed below. 

  

I would hope to hear from them shortly and should therefore be able to confirm who is to be instructed shortly 
into the New Year. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

  

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  
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From: Helen Lancaster [mailto:helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk]  
Sent: 29 October 2019 17:54 
To: George Hepburn 
Subject: RE: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

  

Mr Hepburn, 

  

Thank you for your e‐mail of yesterday. 

  

I confirm that if a Hearing is directed in this case then all parties would usually have the opportunity to attend 
that hearing and give evidence should they wish to do so.  

  

These are issues which we would instruct Counsel to consider and I will of course keep you informed as below. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 

Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 

 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 28 October 2019 12:50 
To: Helen Lancaster 
Subject: Re: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

  

Thank you. I will post a signed copy today.  
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Will I be invited to be represented at the Commons Registration Meeting?  

  

  

Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  

  

  

  

  

  

  

On Mon, 28 Oct 2019 at 10:17, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Mr Hepburn, 

  

Thank you for your e‐mail and I note the contents. Could I ask for a signed copy just for the sake of 
completeness? 

  

The next stage in the process is that the council in its capacity of Commons Registration Authority (CRA) must 
proceed to determine the application. 

  

In order to do so it may be necessary to instruct Counsel with a view to requesting Counsel to consider the 
matter and make a recommendation to the CRA as to whether the land in question should be added to the 
Register of Village Greens. We will now therefore progress this aspect and, if necessary, request authority 
within the Council’s Scheme of Delegations in order to do so. 

  

We have a couple of outstanding village green matters ongoing at present but I would anticipate that I should 
be able to get back to you with regard to whether the CRA has authority to instruct Counsel by the end of 
November. 

  

I hope that this assists. 
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Many thanks, 

  

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 

Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 

 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 27 October 2019 21:03 
To: Helen Lancaster; Dale Anne 
Subject: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

  

Dear  Mrs Lancaster,  
 

  

Thank you for your letter of 24th October and I attach my reply. Please let me know if 
you require a signed paper copy.  

  

Could you also give me an idea of the time and procedure from here please hoping that 
we can bring this to a conclusion soon.  

  

  

Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  
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Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do 
everything from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go 
to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  

  

This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain 
confidential and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, 
copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this 
email in error, please contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may 
be subject to recording and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 

  

Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 

  

 

  

Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do 
everything from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go 
to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  

  

This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, 
distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in 
error, please contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be 
subject to recording and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 
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Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 

  

 

  

Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do 
everything from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go 
to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  

  

This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing 
or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please 
contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording 
and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 

  

Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 

 

 
 
Save Time Do It Online! 
We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do everything 
from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 
'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  
 
This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing 
or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please 
contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording 
and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 
 
Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 
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Kathy Robson

From: George Hepburn <
Sent: 26 May 2020 15:01
To: Helen Lancaster; Dale Anne
Subject: Re: FW: Registration of Green at Mickley Square

Dear Mrs Lancaster,  
 
On talking this over, can I clarify which process you are proposing? Will your counsel 
hold an enquiry at which to receive evidence and then write a report or will he/she 
write a report on the basis on the information you have submitted. I would prefer the 
former as being more open and providing the opportunity to ask questions.  
 
I am sorry this process is so protracted and also likely to incur so much cost.  
 
 
Best wishes, George 
 
tel:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Fri, 22 May 2020 at 11:48, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Dear Mr Hepburn, 

I write to provide an update with regard to this matter. 

I confirm that we now have authority to instruct Counsel to prepare a report making a recommendation with 
regard to this matter and formal instructions can now therefore be sent to him. I confirm that we will now 
therefore prepare form Instructions and I will let you know once I have heard further. 

Many thanks, 

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  
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From: Helen Lancaster [mailto:helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk]  
Sent: 23 April 2020 12:55 
To: 'George Hepburn' 
Subject: RE: FW: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

Dear Mr Hepburn, 

Thank you for your e‐mail. 

These are indeed extraordinary times but I am hoping to take a look at this next week and you should therefore 
hear from me further shortly. 

Many thanks, 

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 21 April 2020 12:34 
To: Helen Lancaster 
Subject: Re: FW: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

Dear Mrs Lancaster,  

I realise these are extraordinary times but am just catching up on all sorts of fronts this 
morning and so wondered if there was any progress in relation to registering the green at 
Mickley Square. 

Best wishes, George 
 
tel:  

On Wed, 29 Jan 2020 at 17:23, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Mr Hepburn, 

Thank you for your e‐mail.  

I confirm that we have now received some quotations from Counsel and I am now proceeding to request 
authorisation to instruct. 

I would hope that this can be done fairly quickly and I will therefore be in touch shortly. 

Many thanks, 
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Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 29 January 2020 10:30 
To: Helen Lancaster; Charles Morgan; Dale Anne 
Subject: Re: FW: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

Dear Mrs Lancaster, 

Cllr Dale asked me about the Green this morning which prompts me to enquire if you have made any further 
progress?  

On Wed, 18 Dec 2019, 16:53 George Hepburn, <  wrote: 

Thank you Mrs Lancaster and will wait to hear from you further.  
 

Best wishes, George 
 
tel:  

On Wed, 18 Dec 2019 at 15:51, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Dear Mr Hepburn, 

I write to keep you updated with regard to this matter and confirm that we are now awaiting quotations from 
external Counsel as to their costs to undertake the further work with regard to determination of your 
application as detailed below. 

I would hope to hear from them shortly and should therefore be able to confirm who is to be instructed shortly 
into the New Year. 

Many thanks, 

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 
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NE61 2EF 

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

From: Helen Lancaster [mailto:helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk]  
Sent: 29 October 2019 17:54 
To: George Hepburn 
Subject: RE: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

Mr Hepburn, 

Thank you for your e‐mail of yesterday. 

I confirm that if a Hearing is directed in this case then all parties would usually have the opportunity to attend 
that hearing and give evidence should they wish to do so.  

These are issues which we would instruct Counsel to consider and I will of course keep you informed as below. 

Many thanks, 

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 

Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 

 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 28 October 2019 12:50 
To: Helen Lancaster 
Subject: Re: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

Thank you. I will post a signed copy today.  

Will I be invited to be represented at the Commons Registration Meeting?  

Best wishes, George 
 
tel:  

On Mon, 28 Oct 2019 at 10:17, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Mr Hepburn, 

Thank you for your e‐mail and I note the contents. Could I ask for a signed copy just for the sake of 
completeness? 
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The next stage in the process is that the council in its capacity of Commons Registration Authority (CRA) must 
proceed to determine the application. 

In order to do so it may be necessary to instruct Counsel with a view to requesting Counsel to consider the 
matter and make a recommendation to the CRA as to whether the land in question should be added to the 
Register of Village Greens. We will now therefore progress this aspect and, if necessary, request authority 
within the Council’s Scheme of Delegations in order to do so. 

We have a couple of outstanding village green matters ongoing at present but I would anticipate that I should 
be able to get back to you with regard to whether the CRA has authority to instruct Counsel by the end of 
November. 

I hope that this assists. 

Many thanks, 

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 

Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 

 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 27 October 2019 21:03 
To: Helen Lancaster; Dale Anne 
Subject: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

Dear Mrs Lancaster,  
 

Thank you for your letter of 24th October and I attach my reply. Please let me know if 
you require a signed paper copy.  

Could you also give me an idea of the time and procedure from here please hoping that 
we can bring this to a conclusion soon.  

Best wishes, George 
 
tel:  
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Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do 
everything from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: 
www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  

This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain 
confidential and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, 
copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this 
email in error, please contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may 
be subject to recording and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 

Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 

 

Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do 
everything from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: 
www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  

This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, 
distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in 
error, please contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be 
subject to recording and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 

Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 

 

Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do 
everything from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: www.northumberland.gov.uk 
and click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  

This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing 
or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please 
contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording 
and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 

Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 
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Save Time Do It Online! 
We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do everything 
from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 
'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  
 
This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing 
or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please 
contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording 
and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 
 
Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 
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Kathy Robson

From: George Hepburn <
Sent: 17 September 2020 08:54
To: Helen Lancaster; Anne Dale
Subject: Re: FW: FW: Registration of Green at Mickley Square

Dear Mrs Lancaster,  
 
I hope you had a good holiday and am emailing as you suggested as I have not heard 
anything more and look forward to an update. My barrister friend may wish to be 
involved to make the case for me.  
Best wishes, George 
 
tel:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Thu, 13 Aug 2020 at 19:41, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Dear Mr Hepburn, 

I am just writing with an update prior to my annual leave. 

I confirm that Counsel has the papers with regard to this matter and I would hope to hear from him shortly. 

I return from annual leave on 2nd September and so you may wish to contact me if you have not heard from me 
further by the end of that week. 

Many thanks, 

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

From: Helen Lancaster [mailto:helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk]  
Sent: 17 June 2020 11:28 
To: 'George Hepburn' 
Subject: RE: FW: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 
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Dear Mr Hepburn, 

Thank you for your e‐mail and apologies for the delay in getting back to you. 

I confirm that the point you have raised is one which Counsel is being asked to advise upon and I can let him know 
your thoughts. 

I will contact you once I have heard further. 

Many thanks, 

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 26 May 2020 15:01 
To: Helen Lancaster; Dale Anne 
Subject: Re: FW: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

Dear Mrs Lancaster,  

On talking this over, can I clarify which process you are proposing? Will your counsel hold an 
enquiry at which to receive evidence and then write a report or will he/she write a report on 
the basis on the information you have submitted. I would prefer the former as being more 
open and providing the opportunity to ask questions.  

I am sorry this process is so protracted and also likely to incur so much cost.  

Best wishes, George 
 
tel:  

On Fri, 22 May 2020 at 11:48, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Dear Mr Hepburn, 

I write to provide an update with regard to this matter. 

I confirm that we now have authority to instruct Counsel to prepare a report making a recommendation with 
regard to this matter and formal instructions can now therefore be sent to him. I confirm that we will now 
therefore prepare form Instructions and I will let you know once I have heard further. 

Many thanks, 
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Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

From: Helen Lancaster [mailto:helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk]  
Sent: 23 April 2020 12:55 
To: 'George Hepburn' 
Subject: RE: FW: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

Dear Mr Hepburn, 

Thank you for your e‐mail. 

These are indeed extraordinary times but I am hoping to take a look at this next week and you should therefore 
hear from me further shortly. 

Many thanks, 

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 21 April 2020 12:34 
To: Helen Lancaster 
Subject: Re: FW: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

Dear Mrs Lancaster,  

I realise these are extraordinary times but am just catching up on all sorts of fronts this 
morning and so wondered if there was any progress in relation to registering the green at 
Mickley Square. 
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Best wishes, George 
 
tel:  

On Wed, 29 Jan 2020 at 17:23, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Mr Hepburn, 

Thank you for your e‐mail.  

I confirm that we have now received some quotations from Counsel and I am now proceeding to request 
authorisation to instruct. 

I would hope that this can be done fairly quickly and I will therefore be in touch shortly. 

Many thanks, 

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 29 January 2020 10:30 
To: Helen Lancaster; Charles Morgan; Dale Anne 
Subject: Re: FW: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

Dear Mrs Lancaster, 

Cllr Dale asked me about the Green this morning which prompts me to enquire if you have made any further 
progress?  

On Wed, 18 Dec 2019, 16:53 George Hepburn, <  wrote: 

Thank you Mrs Lancaster and will wait to hear from you further.  
 

Best wishes, George 
 
tel:  

On Wed, 18 Dec 2019 at 15:51, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Dear Mr Hepburn, 
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I write to keep you updated with regard to this matter and confirm that we are now awaiting quotations from 
external Counsel as to their costs to undertake the further work with regard to determination of your 
application as detailed below. 

I would hope to hear from them shortly and should therefore be able to confirm who is to be instructed shortly 
into the New Year. 

Many thanks, 

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

From: Helen Lancaster [mailto:helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk]  
Sent: 29 October 2019 17:54 
To: George Hepburn 
Subject: RE: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

Mr Hepburn, 

Thank you for your e‐mail of yesterday. 

I confirm that if a Hearing is directed in this case then all parties would usually have the opportunity to attend 
that hearing and give evidence should they wish to do so.  

These are issues which we would instruct Counsel to consider and I will of course keep you informed as below. 

Many thanks, 

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 

Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 

 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 
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From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 28 October 2019 12:50 
To: Helen Lancaster 
Subject: Re: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

Thank you. I will post a signed copy today.  

Will I be invited to be represented at the Commons Registration Meeting?  

Best wishes, George 
 
tel:  

On Mon, 28 Oct 2019 at 10:17, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Mr Hepburn, 

Thank you for your e‐mail and I note the contents. Could I ask for a signed copy just for the sake of 
completeness? 

The next stage in the process is that the council in its capacity of Commons Registration Authority (CRA) must 
proceed to determine the application. 

In order to do so it may be necessary to instruct Counsel with a view to requesting Counsel to consider the 
matter and make a recommendation to the CRA as to whether the land in question should be added to the 
Register of Village Greens. We will now therefore progress this aspect and, if necessary, request authority 
within the Council’s Scheme of Delegations in order to do so. 

We have a couple of outstanding village green matters ongoing at present but I would anticipate that I should 
be able to get back to you with regard to whether the CRA has authority to instruct Counsel by the end of 
November. 

I hope that this assists. 

Many thanks, 

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 

Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 

 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 27 October 2019 21:03 
To: Helen Lancaster; Dale Anne 
Subject: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 
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Dear Mrs Lancaster,  
 

Thank you for your letter of 24th October and I attach my reply. Please let me know if 
you require a signed paper copy.  

Could you also give me an idea of the time and procedure from here please hoping that 
we can bring this to a conclusion soon.  

Best wishes, George 
 
tel:  

 

Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do 
everything from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: 
www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  

This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain 
confidential and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, 
copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive 
this email in error, please contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication 
may be subject to recording and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 

Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need 
a hard copy?" 

 

Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do 
everything from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: 
www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  

This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain 
confidential and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, 
copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this 
email in error, please contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may 
be subject to recording and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 

Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 
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Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do 
everything from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: www.northumberland.gov.uk 
and click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  

This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing 
or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please 
contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording 
and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 

Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 

 

Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do 
everything from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: www.northumberland.gov.uk 
and click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  

This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing 
or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please 
contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording 
and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 

Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 

 

 
 
Save Time Do It Online! 
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We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do everything 
from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 
'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  
 
This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing 
or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please 
contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording 
and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 
 
Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 
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Kathy Robson

From: George Hepburn <
Sent: 20 October 2020 09:33
To: Helen Lancaster; Anne Dale
Subject: Re: FW: FW: Registration of Green at Mickley Square

Dear Mrs Lancaster,  
 
You suggested I got back to you on or around 9th September which has slipped in my 
mind but could I now ask about progress please. I note this email trail will celebrate 
its first anniversary next week! 
Best wishes, George 
 
tel:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Thu, 13 Aug 2020 at 19:41, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Dear Mr Hepburn, 

I am just writing with an update prior to my annual leave. 

I confirm that Counsel has the papers with regard to this matter and I would hope to hear from him shortly. 

I return from annual leave on 2nd September and so you may wish to contact me if you have not heard from me 
further by the end of that week. 

Many thanks, 

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

From: Helen Lancaster [mailto:helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk]  
Sent: 17 June 2020 11:28 
To: 'George Hepburn' 
Subject: RE: FW: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 
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Dear Mr Hepburn, 

Thank you for your e‐mail and apologies for the delay in getting back to you. 

I confirm that the point you have raised is one which Counsel is being asked to advise upon and I can let him know 
your thoughts. 

I will contact you once I have heard further. 

Many thanks, 

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 26 May 2020 15:01 
To: Helen Lancaster; Dale Anne 
Subject: Re: FW: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

Dear Mrs Lancaster,  

On talking this over, can I clarify which process you are proposing? Will your counsel hold an 
enquiry at which to receive evidence and then write a report or will he/she write a report on 
the basis on the information you have submitted. I would prefer the former as being more 
open and providing the opportunity to ask questions.  

I am sorry this process is so protracted and also likely to incur so much cost.  

Best wishes, George 
 
tel:  

On Fri, 22 May 2020 at 11:48, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Dear Mr Hepburn, 

I write to provide an update with regard to this matter. 

I confirm that we now have authority to instruct Counsel to prepare a report making a recommendation with 
regard to this matter and formal instructions can now therefore be sent to him. I confirm that we will now 
therefore prepare form Instructions and I will let you know once I have heard further. 

Many thanks, 
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Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

From: Helen Lancaster [mailto:helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk]  
Sent: 23 April 2020 12:55 
To: 'George Hepburn' 
Subject: RE: FW: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

Dear Mr Hepburn, 

Thank you for your e‐mail. 

These are indeed extraordinary times but I am hoping to take a look at this next week and you should therefore 
hear from me further shortly. 

Many thanks, 

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 21 April 2020 12:34 
To: Helen Lancaster 
Subject: Re: FW: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

Dear Mrs Lancaster,  

I realise these are extraordinary times but am just catching up on all sorts of fronts this 
morning and so wondered if there was any progress in relation to registering the green at 
Mickley Square. 
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Best wishes, George 
 
tel:  

On Wed, 29 Jan 2020 at 17:23, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Mr Hepburn, 

Thank you for your e‐mail.  

I confirm that we have now received some quotations from Counsel and I am now proceeding to request 
authorisation to instruct. 

I would hope that this can be done fairly quickly and I will therefore be in touch shortly. 

Many thanks, 

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 29 January 2020 10:30 
To: Helen Lancaster; Charles Morgan; Dale Anne 
Subject: Re: FW: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

Dear Mrs Lancaster, 

Cllr Dale asked me about the Green this morning which prompts me to enquire if you have made any further 
progress?  

On Wed, 18 Dec 2019, 16:53 George Hepburn, <  wrote: 

Thank you Mrs Lancaster and will wait to hear from you further.  
 

Best wishes, George 
 
tel:  

On Wed, 18 Dec 2019 at 15:51, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Dear Mr Hepburn, 
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I write to keep you updated with regard to this matter and confirm that we are now awaiting quotations from 
external Counsel as to their costs to undertake the further work with regard to determination of your 
application as detailed below. 

I would hope to hear from them shortly and should therefore be able to confirm who is to be instructed shortly 
into the New Year. 

Many thanks, 

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

From: Helen Lancaster [mailto:helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk]  
Sent: 29 October 2019 17:54 
To: George Hepburn 
Subject: RE: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

Mr Hepburn, 

Thank you for your e‐mail of yesterday. 

I confirm that if a Hearing is directed in this case then all parties would usually have the opportunity to attend 
that hearing and give evidence should they wish to do so.  

These are issues which we would instruct Counsel to consider and I will of course keep you informed as below. 

Many thanks, 

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 

Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 

 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 
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From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 28 October 2019 12:50 
To: Helen Lancaster 
Subject: Re: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

Thank you. I will post a signed copy today.  

Will I be invited to be represented at the Commons Registration Meeting?  

Best wishes, George 
 
tel:  

On Mon, 28 Oct 2019 at 10:17, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Mr Hepburn, 

Thank you for your e‐mail and I note the contents. Could I ask for a signed copy just for the sake of 
completeness? 

The next stage in the process is that the council in its capacity of Commons Registration Authority (CRA) must 
proceed to determine the application. 

In order to do so it may be necessary to instruct Counsel with a view to requesting Counsel to consider the 
matter and make a recommendation to the CRA as to whether the land in question should be added to the 
Register of Village Greens. We will now therefore progress this aspect and, if necessary, request authority 
within the Council’s Scheme of Delegations in order to do so. 

We have a couple of outstanding village green matters ongoing at present but I would anticipate that I should 
be able to get back to you with regard to whether the CRA has authority to instruct Counsel by the end of 
November. 

I hope that this assists. 

Many thanks, 

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 

Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 

 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 27 October 2019 21:03 
To: Helen Lancaster; Dale Anne 
Subject: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 
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Dear Mrs Lancaster,  
 

Thank you for your letter of 24th October and I attach my reply. Please let me know if 
you require a signed paper copy.  

Could you also give me an idea of the time and procedure from here please hoping that 
we can bring this to a conclusion soon.  

Best wishes, George 
 
tel:  

 

Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do 
everything from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: 
www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  

This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain 
confidential and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, 
copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive 
this email in error, please contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication 
may be subject to recording and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 

Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need 
a hard copy?" 

 

Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do 
everything from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: 
www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  

This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain 
confidential and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, 
copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this 
email in error, please contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may 
be subject to recording and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 

Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 
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Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do 
everything from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: www.northumberland.gov.uk 
and click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  

This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing 
or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please 
contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording 
and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 

Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 

 

Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do 
everything from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: www.northumberland.gov.uk 
and click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  

This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing 
or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please 
contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording 
and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 

Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 

 

 
 
Save Time Do It Online! 
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We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do everything 
from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 
'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  
 
This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing 
or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please 
contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording 
and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 
 
Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 
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Kathy Robson

From: Helen Lancaster
Sent: 20 October 2020 09:54
To: George Hepburn; Anne Dale
Subject: RE: FW: FW: Registration of Green at Mickley Square

Good morning Mr Hepburn, 
 
Thank you for your e‐mail. 
 
I confirm that we have now heard from Counsel and I am due to speak to him tomorrow in further detail. Counsel 
has indicated that he will shortly issue some directions as to what is to happen next with regard to this matter so I 
anticipate that you should hear from me further by the end of this week or if not, week commencing 2nd November 
as I am on annual leave next week. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
 

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

  

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

 
 
 
 
From: George Hepburn <   
Sent: 20 October 2020 09:33 
To: Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk>; Anne Dale <Anne.Dale@northumberland.gov.uk> 
Subject: Re: FW: FW: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 
 

Dear Mrs Lancaster,  
 
You suggested I got back to you on or around 9th September which has slipped in my 
mind but could I now ask about progress please. I note this email trail will celebrate 
its first anniversary next week! 
Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  
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On Thu, 13 Aug 2020 at 19:41, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Dear Mr Hepburn, 

  

I am just writing with an update prior to my annual leave. 

  

I confirm that Counsel has the papers with regard to this matter and I would hope to hear from him shortly. 

  

I return from annual leave on 2nd September and so you may wish to contact me if you have not heard from me 
further by the end of that week. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

  

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  
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From: Helen Lancaster [mailto:helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk]  
Sent: 17 June 2020 11:28 
To: 'George Hepburn' 
Subject: RE: FW: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

  

Dear Mr Hepburn, 

  

Thank you for your e‐mail and apologies for the delay in getting back to you. 

  

I confirm that the point you have raised is one which Counsel is being asked to advise upon and I can let him know 
your thoughts. 

  

I will contact you once I have heard further. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

  

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

  

  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 26 May 2020 15:01 
To: Helen Lancaster; Dale Anne 
Subject: Re: FW: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 
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Dear Mrs Lancaster,  

  

On talking this over, can I  clarify which process you are proposing? Will your counsel hold 
an enquiry at which to receive evidence and then write a report or will he/she write a report 
on the basis on the information you have submitted. I would prefer the former as being 
more open and providing the opportunity to ask questions.  

  

I am sorry this process is so protracted and also likely to incur so much cost.  

  

  

Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  

  

  

  

  

  

  

On Fri, 22 May 2020 at 11:48, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Dear Mr Hepburn, 

  

I write to provide an update with regard to this matter. 

  

I confirm that we now have authority to instruct Counsel to prepare a report making a recommendation with 
regard to this matter and formal instructions can now therefore be sent to him. I confirm that we will now 
therefore prepare form Instructions and I will let you know once I have heard further. 

  

Many thanks, 
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Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

  

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

  

  

  

From: Helen Lancaster [mailto:helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk]  
Sent: 23 April 2020 12:55 
To: 'George Hepburn' 
Subject: RE: FW: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

  

Dear Mr Hepburn, 

  

Thank you for your e‐mail. 

  

These are indeed extraordinary times but I am hoping to take a look at this next week and you should therefore 
hear from me further shortly. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 
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County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

  

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

  

  

  

  

  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 21 April 2020 12:34 
To: Helen Lancaster 
Subject: Re: FW: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

  

Dear Mrs Lancaster,  

  

I realise these are extraordinary times but am just catching up on all sorts of fronts this 
morning and so wondered if there was any progress in relation to registering the green at 
Mickley Square. 

  

Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  

  

  

  

  

  

  

On Wed, 29 Jan 2020 at 17:23, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 
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Mr Hepburn, 

  

Thank you for your e‐mail.  

  

I confirm that we have now received some quotations from Counsel and I am now proceeding to request 
authorisation to instruct. 

  

I would hope that this can be done fairly quickly and I will therefore be in touch shortly. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

  

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

  

  

  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 29 January 2020 10:30 
To: Helen Lancaster; Charles Morgan; Dale Anne 
Subject: Re: FW: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

  

Dear Mrs Lancaster, 
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Cllr Dale asked me about the Green this morning which prompts me to enquire if you have made any further 
progress?  

  

On Wed, 18 Dec 2019, 16:53 George Hepburn, <  wrote: 

Thank you Mrs Lancaster and will wait to hear from you further.  
 

Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  

  

  

  

  

  

  

On Wed, 18 Dec 2019 at 15:51, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Dear Mr Hepburn, 

  

I write to keep you updated with regard to this matter and confirm that we are now awaiting quotations from 
external Counsel as to their costs to undertake the further work with regard to determination of your 
application as detailed below. 

  

I would hope to hear from them shortly and should therefore be able to confirm who is to be instructed shortly 
into the New Year. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 
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Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

  

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

  

  

  

From: Helen Lancaster [mailto:helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk]  
Sent: 29 October 2019 17:54 
To: George Hepburn 
Subject: RE: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

  

Mr Hepburn, 

  

Thank you for your e‐mail of yesterday. 

  

I confirm that if a Hearing is directed in this case then all parties would usually have the opportunity to attend 
that hearing and give evidence should they wish to do so.  

  

These are issues which we would instruct Counsel to consider and I will of course keep you informed as below. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 

Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 

 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
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Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 28 October 2019 12:50 
To: Helen Lancaster 
Subject: Re: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

  

Thank you. I will post a signed copy today.  

  

Will I be invited to be represented at the Commons Registration Meeting?  

  

  

Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  

  

  

  

  

  

  

On Mon, 28 Oct 2019 at 10:17, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Mr Hepburn, 

  

Thank you for your e‐mail and I note the contents. Could I ask for a signed copy just for the sake of 
completeness? 

  

The next stage in the process is that the council in its capacity of Commons Registration Authority (CRA) must 
proceed to determine the application. 
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In order to do so it may be necessary to instruct Counsel with a view to requesting Counsel to consider the 
matter and make a recommendation to the CRA as to whether the land in question should be added to the 
Register of Village Greens. We will now therefore progress this aspect and, if necessary, request authority 
within the Council’s Scheme of Delegations in order to do so. 

  

We have a couple of outstanding village green matters ongoing at present but I would anticipate that I should 
be able to get back to you with regard to whether the CRA has authority to instruct Counsel by the end of 
November. 

  

I hope that this assists. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 

Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 

 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 27 October 2019 21:03 
To: Helen Lancaster; Dale Anne 
Subject: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

  

Dear  Mrs Lancaster,  
 

  

Thank you for your letter of 24th October and I attach my reply. Please let me know if 
you require a signed paper copy.  
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Could you also give me an idea of the time and procedure from here please hoping that 
we can bring this to a conclusion soon.  

  

  

Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do 
everything from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go 
to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  

  

This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain 
confidential and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, 
copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive 
this email in error, please contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication 
may be subject to recording and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 

  

Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need 
a hard copy?" 
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Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do 
everything from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go 
to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  

  

This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain 
confidential and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, 
copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this 
email in error, please contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may 
be subject to recording and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 

  

Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 

  

 

  

Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do 
everything from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go 
to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  

  

This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing 
or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please 
contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording 
and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 

  

Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 
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Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do 
everything from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go 
to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  

  

This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing 
or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please 
contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording 
and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 

  

Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 

 

 
 
Save Time Do It Online! 
We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do everything 
from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 
'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  
 
This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing 
or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please 
contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording 
and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 
 
Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 
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Kathy Robson

From: George Hepburn <
Sent: 20 October 2020 10:05
To: Helen Lancaster
Cc: Anne Dale
Subject: Re: FW: FW: Registration of Green at Mickley Square

Thank you Mrs Lancaster.  If you are speaking to your Counsel can I remind you that 
in an earlier email, I said I was considering appointing Counsel to represent my 
neighbours and myself.  
 
But I would much rather for the sake of time and money that this could be settled 
informally. As far as I am aware, the only objection is from Highways and the 
precedents do not support the Highways position?  
Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Tue, 20 Oct 2020 at 09:53, Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Good morning Mr Hepburn, 

  

Thank you for your e‐mail. 

  

I confirm that we have now heard from Counsel and I am due to speak to him tomorrow in further detail. Counsel 
has indicated that he will shortly issue some directions as to what is to happen next with regard to this matter so I 
anticipate that you should hear from me further by the end of this week or if not, week commencing 2nd November 
as I am on annual leave next week. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 
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Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

  

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

  

  

  

  

From: George Hepburn <   
Sent: 20 October 2020 09:33 
To: Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk>; Anne Dale <Anne.Dale@northumberland.gov.uk> 
Subject: Re: FW: FW: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

  

Dear Mrs Lancaster,  

  

You suggested I got back to you on or around 9th September which has slipped in 
my mind but could I now ask about progress please. I note this email trail will 
celebrate its first anniversary next week! 

Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  

  

  

  

  

  

  

On Thu, 13 Aug 2020 at 19:41, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Dear Mr Hepburn, 

  

I am just writing with an update prior to my annual leave. 
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I confirm that Counsel has the papers with regard to this matter and I would hope to hear from him shortly. 

  

I return from annual leave on 2nd September and so you may wish to contact me if you have not heard from me 
further by the end of that week. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

  

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

  

  

  

From: Helen Lancaster [mailto:helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk]  
Sent: 17 June 2020 11:28 
To: 'George Hepburn' 
Subject: RE: FW: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

  

Dear Mr Hepburn, 

  

Thank you for your e‐mail and apologies for the delay in getting back to you. 
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I confirm that the point you have raised is one which Counsel is being asked to advise upon and I can let him know 
your thoughts. 

  

I will contact you once I have heard further. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

  

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

  

  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 26 May 2020 15:01 
To: Helen Lancaster; Dale Anne 
Subject: Re: FW: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

  

Dear Mrs Lancaster,  

  

On talking this over, can I  clarify which process you are proposing? Will your counsel hold 
an enquiry at which to receive evidence and then write a report or will he/she write a report 
on the basis on the information you have submitted. I would prefer the former as being 
more open and providing the opportunity to ask questions.  

  

I am sorry this process is so protracted and also likely to incur so much cost.  
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Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  

  

  

  

  

  

  

On Fri, 22 May 2020 at 11:48, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Dear Mr Hepburn, 

  

I write to provide an update with regard to this matter. 

  

I confirm that we now have authority to instruct Counsel to prepare a report making a recommendation with 
regard to this matter and formal instructions can now therefore be sent to him. I confirm that we will now 
therefore prepare form Instructions and I will let you know once I have heard further. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 
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01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

  

  

  

From: Helen Lancaster [mailto:helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk]  
Sent: 23 April 2020 12:55 
To: 'George Hepburn' 
Subject: RE: FW: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

  

Dear Mr Hepburn, 

  

Thank you for your e‐mail. 

  

These are indeed extraordinary times but I am hoping to take a look at this next week and you should therefore 
hear from me further shortly. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

  

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  
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From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 21 April 2020 12:34 
To: Helen Lancaster 
Subject: Re: FW: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

  

Dear Mrs Lancaster,  

  

I realise these are extraordinary times but am just catching up on all sorts of fronts this 
morning and so wondered if there was any progress in relation to registering the green at 
Mickley Square. 

  

Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  

  

  

  

  

  

  

On Wed, 29 Jan 2020 at 17:23, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Mr Hepburn, 

  

Thank you for your e‐mail.  

  

I confirm that we have now received some quotations from Counsel and I am now proceeding to request 
authorisation to instruct. 
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I would hope that this can be done fairly quickly and I will therefore be in touch shortly. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

  

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

  

  

  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 29 January 2020 10:30 
To: Helen Lancaster; Charles Morgan; Dale Anne 
Subject: Re: FW: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

  

Dear Mrs Lancaster, 

Cllr Dale asked me about the Green this morning which prompts me to enquire if you have made any further 
progress?  

  

On Wed, 18 Dec 2019, 16:53 George Hepburn, <  wrote: 

Thank you Mrs Lancaster and will wait to hear from you further.  
 

Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  
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On Wed, 18 Dec 2019 at 15:51, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Dear Mr Hepburn, 

  

I write to keep you updated with regard to this matter and confirm that we are now awaiting quotations from 
external Counsel as to their costs to undertake the further work with regard to determination of your 
application as detailed below. 

  

I would hope to hear from them shortly and should therefore be able to confirm who is to be instructed 
shortly into the New Year. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

  

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  
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From: Helen Lancaster [mailto:helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk]  
Sent: 29 October 2019 17:54 
To: George Hepburn 
Subject: RE: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

  

Mr Hepburn, 

  

Thank you for your e‐mail of yesterday. 

  

I confirm that if a Hearing is directed in this case then all parties would usually have the opportunity to attend 
that hearing and give evidence should they wish to do so.  

  

These are issues which we would instruct Counsel to consider and I will of course keep you informed as 
below. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 

Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 

 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 28 October 2019 12:50 
To: Helen Lancaster 
Subject: Re: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 
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Thank you. I will post a signed copy today.  

  

Will I be invited to be represented at the Commons Registration Meeting?  

  

  

Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  

  

  

  

  

  

  

On Mon, 28 Oct 2019 at 10:17, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Mr Hepburn, 

  

Thank you for your e‐mail and I note the contents. Could I ask for a signed copy just for the sake of 
completeness? 

  

The next stage in the process is that the council in its capacity of Commons Registration Authority (CRA) must 
proceed to determine the application. 

  

In order to do so it may be necessary to instruct Counsel with a view to requesting Counsel to consider the 
matter and make a recommendation to the CRA as to whether the land in question should be added to the 
Register of Village Greens. We will now therefore progress this aspect and, if necessary, request authority 
within the Council’s Scheme of Delegations in order to do so. 

  

We have a couple of outstanding village green matters ongoing at present but I would anticipate that I 
should be able to get back to you with regard to whether the CRA has authority to instruct Counsel by the 
end of November. 
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I hope that this assists. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 

Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 

 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 27 October 2019 21:03 
To: Helen Lancaster; Dale Anne 
Subject: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

  

Dear  Mrs Lancaster,  
 

  

Thank you for your letter of 24th October and I attach my reply. Please let me know if 
you require a signed paper copy.  

  

Could you also give me an idea of the time and procedure from here please hoping that 
we can bring this to a conclusion soon.  

  

  

Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  
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Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do 
everything from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go 
to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  

  

This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain 
confidential and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, 
copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive 
this email in error, please contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email 
communication may be subject to recording and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant 
legislation. 

  

Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I 
need a hard copy?" 

  

 

  

Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do 
everything from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go 
to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  

  

This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain 
confidential and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, 
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copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive 
this email in error, please contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication 
may be subject to recording and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 

  

Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need 
a hard copy?" 

  

 

  

Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do 
everything from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go 
to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  

  

This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, 
distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in 
error, please contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be 
subject to recording and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 

  

Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 

  

 

  

Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do 
everything from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go 
to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  
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This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing 
or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please 
contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording 
and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 

  

Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 

  

 

  

Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do 
everything from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go 
to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  

  

This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing 
or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please 
contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording 
and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 

  

Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 

  
Save	Time	Do	It	Online! 
We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do everything from 
paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply 
or report' to access the relevant forms.  
This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or 
taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please contact 
the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording and/or 
monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation.  
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Kathy Robson

From: George Hepburn <
Sent: 09 November 2020 18:37
To: Helen Lancaster
Cc: Anne Dale
Subject: Re: FW: FW: Registration of Green at Mickley Square

Dear Mrs Lancaster,  
 
You hoped to have more progress to report in the week beginning 2nd November at 
the latest so can I ask for an update please?  
Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Tue, 20 Oct 2020 at 09:53, Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Good morning Mr Hepburn, 

  

Thank you for your e‐mail. 

  

I confirm that we have now heard from Counsel and I am due to speak to him tomorrow in further detail. Counsel 
has indicated that he will shortly issue some directions as to what is to happen next with regard to this matter so I 
anticipate that you should hear from me further by the end of this week or if not, week commencing 2nd November 
as I am on annual leave next week. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 
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NE61 2EF 

  

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

  

  

  

  

From: George Hepburn <   
Sent: 20 October 2020 09:33 
To: Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk>; Anne Dale <Anne.Dale@northumberland.gov.uk> 
Subject: Re: FW: FW: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

  

Dear Mrs Lancaster,  

  

You suggested I got back to you on or around 9th September which has slipped in 
my mind but could I now ask about progress please. I note this email trail will 
celebrate its first anniversary next week! 

Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  

  

  

  

  

  

  

On Thu, 13 Aug 2020 at 19:41, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Dear Mr Hepburn, 

  

I am just writing with an update prior to my annual leave. 
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I confirm that Counsel has the papers with regard to this matter and I would hope to hear from him shortly. 

  

I return from annual leave on 2nd September and so you may wish to contact me if you have not heard from me 
further by the end of that week. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

  

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

  

  

  

From: Helen Lancaster [mailto:helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk]  
Sent: 17 June 2020 11:28 
To: 'George Hepburn' 
Subject: RE: FW: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

  

Dear Mr Hepburn, 

  

Thank you for your e‐mail and apologies for the delay in getting back to you. 
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I confirm that the point you have raised is one which Counsel is being asked to advise upon and I can let him know 
your thoughts. 

  

I will contact you once I have heard further. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

  

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

  

  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 26 May 2020 15:01 
To: Helen Lancaster; Dale Anne 
Subject: Re: FW: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

  

Dear Mrs Lancaster,  

  

On talking this over, can I  clarify which process you are proposing? Will your counsel hold 
an enquiry at which to receive evidence and then write a report or will he/she write a report 
on the basis on the information you have submitted. I would prefer the former as being 
more open and providing the opportunity to ask questions.  

  

I am sorry this process is so protracted and also likely to incur so much cost.  
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Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  

  

  

  

  

  

  

On Fri, 22 May 2020 at 11:48, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Dear Mr Hepburn, 

  

I write to provide an update with regard to this matter. 

  

I confirm that we now have authority to instruct Counsel to prepare a report making a recommendation with 
regard to this matter and formal instructions can now therefore be sent to him. I confirm that we will now 
therefore prepare form Instructions and I will let you know once I have heard further. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 
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01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

  

  

  

From: Helen Lancaster [mailto:helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk]  
Sent: 23 April 2020 12:55 
To: 'George Hepburn' 
Subject: RE: FW: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

  

Dear Mr Hepburn, 

  

Thank you for your e‐mail. 

  

These are indeed extraordinary times but I am hoping to take a look at this next week and you should therefore 
hear from me further shortly. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

  

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  
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From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 21 April 2020 12:34 
To: Helen Lancaster 
Subject: Re: FW: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

  

Dear Mrs Lancaster,  

  

I realise these are extraordinary times but am just catching up on all sorts of fronts this 
morning and so wondered if there was any progress in relation to registering the green at 
Mickley Square. 

  

Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  

  

  

  

  

  

  

On Wed, 29 Jan 2020 at 17:23, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Mr Hepburn, 

  

Thank you for your e‐mail.  

  

I confirm that we have now received some quotations from Counsel and I am now proceeding to request 
authorisation to instruct. 
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I would hope that this can be done fairly quickly and I will therefore be in touch shortly. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

  

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

  

  

  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 29 January 2020 10:30 
To: Helen Lancaster; Charles Morgan; Dale Anne 
Subject: Re: FW: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

  

Dear Mrs Lancaster, 

Cllr Dale asked me about the Green this morning which prompts me to enquire if you have made any further 
progress?  

  

On Wed, 18 Dec 2019, 16:53 George Hepburn, <  wrote: 

Thank you Mrs Lancaster and will wait to hear from you further.  
 

Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  
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On Wed, 18 Dec 2019 at 15:51, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Dear Mr Hepburn, 

  

I write to keep you updated with regard to this matter and confirm that we are now awaiting quotations from 
external Counsel as to their costs to undertake the further work with regard to determination of your 
application as detailed below. 

  

I would hope to hear from them shortly and should therefore be able to confirm who is to be instructed 
shortly into the New Year. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

  

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  
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From: Helen Lancaster [mailto:helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk]  
Sent: 29 October 2019 17:54 
To: George Hepburn 
Subject: RE: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

  

Mr Hepburn, 

  

Thank you for your e‐mail of yesterday. 

  

I confirm that if a Hearing is directed in this case then all parties would usually have the opportunity to attend 
that hearing and give evidence should they wish to do so.  

  

These are issues which we would instruct Counsel to consider and I will of course keep you informed as 
below. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 

Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 

 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 28 October 2019 12:50 
To: Helen Lancaster 
Subject: Re: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 
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Thank you. I will post a signed copy today.  

  

Will I be invited to be represented at the Commons Registration Meeting?  

  

  

Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  

  

  

  

  

  

  

On Mon, 28 Oct 2019 at 10:17, Helen Lancaster <helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Mr Hepburn, 

  

Thank you for your e‐mail and I note the contents. Could I ask for a signed copy just for the sake of 
completeness? 

  

The next stage in the process is that the council in its capacity of Commons Registration Authority (CRA) must 
proceed to determine the application. 

  

In order to do so it may be necessary to instruct Counsel with a view to requesting Counsel to consider the 
matter and make a recommendation to the CRA as to whether the land in question should be added to the 
Register of Village Greens. We will now therefore progress this aspect and, if necessary, request authority 
within the Council’s Scheme of Delegations in order to do so. 

  

We have a couple of outstanding village green matters ongoing at present but I would anticipate that I 
should be able to get back to you with regard to whether the CRA has authority to instruct Counsel by the 
end of November. 
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I hope that this assists. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 

Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 

 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

  

From: George Hepburn [mailto:   
Sent: 27 October 2019 21:03 
To: Helen Lancaster; Dale Anne 
Subject: Registration of Green at Mickley Square 

  

Dear  Mrs Lancaster,  
 

  

Thank you for your letter of 24th October and I attach my reply. Please let me know if 
you require a signed paper copy.  

  

Could you also give me an idea of the time and procedure from here please hoping that 
we can bring this to a conclusion soon.  

  

  

Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  
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Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do 
everything from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go 
to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  

  

This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain 
confidential and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, 
copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive 
this email in error, please contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email 
communication may be subject to recording and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant 
legislation. 

  

Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I 
need a hard copy?" 

  

 

  

Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do 
everything from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go 
to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  

  

This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain 
confidential and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, 
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copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive 
this email in error, please contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication 
may be subject to recording and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 

  

Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need 
a hard copy?" 

  

 

  

Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do 
everything from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go 
to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  

  

This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, 
distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in 
error, please contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be 
subject to recording and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 

  

Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 

  

 

  

Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do 
everything from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go 
to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  
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This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing 
or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please 
contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording 
and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 

  

Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 

  

 

  

Save Time Do It Online! 

We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do 
everything from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go 
to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  

  

This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing 
or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please 
contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording 
and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation. 

  

Please, consider your environmental responsibility. Before printing this e-mail ask yourself: "Do I need a 
hard copy?" 

  
Save	Time	Do	It	Online! 
We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do everything from 
paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply 
or report' to access the relevant forms.  
This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or 
taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please contact 
the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording and/or 
monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation.  
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Kathy Robson

From: Helen Lancaster
Sent: 10 November 2020 18:56
To: George Hepburn
Subject: FW: Application for village green - land at Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland
Attachments: Inspector's Directions BEWICK GREEN (final).docx

Dear Mr Hepburn, 
 
Further to previous correspondence I now enclose some Directions prepared by Counsel, James Marwick with 
regard to how the application should proceed from this point. The Directions have also been forwarded to the 
Highway Authority. 
 
In accordance with the Directions I therefore look forward to hearing from you with your availability for a pre‐

inquiry hearing between 1st December and 18th December 2020 by 17th November 2020. 

Many thanks, 

 

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

  

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  
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IN THE MATTER OF AN APPLICATION TO REGISTER LAND AT BEWICK 

GREEN IN MICKLEY SQUARE AS A TOWN OR VILLAGE GREEN 

 

AND IN THE MATTER OF THE COMMONS ACT 2006 (AS AMENDED) 

 

_______________________________ 

DIRECTIONS 

_______________________________ 

 

1. I am instructed by Northumberland County Council in its capacity as the relevant 

registration authority to act as an independent inspector and to conduct a Public 

Inquiry for the purposes of consideration of the above application for registration 

of land as a town or village green. The below Directions provide for the 

procedure and preparatory steps to be adopted in respect of the Inquiry. 

 

(1) The present time estimate for the Inquiry is 1 day.  It is intended that the 

Inquiry be conducted remotely subject to any submissions from the 

parties as to the non-suitability of this Inquiry to be heard remotely (by 

Zoom or MS Teams).   

(2) There will be a pre-inquiry hearing (to be conducted remotely) on the first 

suitable date on or after 1st December 2020. The purpose of the pre-

inquiry hearing will be to address among others the procedure for the 

Inquiry and the mechanics of a remote Inquiry.  It will allow the opportunity 

for any queries to be raised by the Applicant as I am conscious he is not 

legally represented.   

 

i. The Parties shall provide their availability for a pre-inquiry 

hearing (time estimate 1 hour) between 1st December and 18th 

December 2020. They should do so by no later than 17th 

November 2020. 

ii. The Parties shall provide the Registration Authority with an email 

address of the representative who will attend the Pre-Inquiry 

Hearing on their behalf by no later than 7 days before the 

hearing.  An email invitation will be sent by return which will 

allow attendance at the hearing regardless of the software on 

the  device.  In default of all parties having access to a camera-

enabled device, the hearing will proceed without video.   
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(3) The Inquiry itself will be listed on a suitable date in a window between 18th 

January 2021 and 31st March 2020.  The following directions shall apply in 

relation to the Inquiry. 

i. Each party is entitled to call oral evidence from no more 

than 4 witnesses for the purposes of the Inquiry. 

ii. No later than 14 days before the date of the Inquiry, the 

parties shall each provide to the Registration Authority 

three copies of a bundle of documents containing:- 

 

1. A list of witnesses whom they intend to call to give 

oral evidence. 

2. A bundle containing (i) any signed and dated 

witness statements, letters, questionnaires or 

proofs of evidence of every witness the Party 

intends to call, containing the substance of their 

evidence (for the avoidance of doubt this can be the 

existing evidence already served and/or updated 

evidence on behalf of a witness); (ii) all other 

witness statements (if any), evidence 

questionnaires, statutory declarations and affidavits 

upon which the Party wishes to rely; and, (iii) any 

other documents (including maps and photographs) 

which are relied upon. 

3. If desired, an outline of their case together with any 

skeleton argument or legal submissions and copies 

of any legal authorities which are to be relied upon. 

iii. Thereafter the Registration Authority will circulate copies of 

the respective bundles to the parties as soon as possible 

together with an Inquiry bundle which shall contain the 

following:- 

1. Copies of the Application, the Objection and all 

letters of support to the application or letters of 

objection sent to the Registration Authority. 

2. Copies of all correspondence between the 

Registration Authority, the Applicant and the 

Objector.   
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3. A plan and statement as to the extent and nature of 

any public right of way or ways passing over or in the 

vicinity of the application land (including a copy of 

any relevant definitive map and statement) 

iv. The parties shall provide the Registration Authority with 

dates of availability for a one day inquiry in the above 

window by no later than 27th November 2020. It is envisaged 

that witnesses will give evidence remotely and subject to a 

time-table to be agreed at the pre-inquiry hearing to 

minimise disruption.     

v. The Registration Authority will publicise the Inquiry by 

placing an advertisement in a local newspaper circulating in 

the area of the land subject to the application and by posting 

notices at the main points of entry to the town or village 

green (or, if there are no such places, in a conspicuous place 

at the site), as well as on its website, not later than 14 days 

before the date of the Inquiry.  If the Inquiry is to proceed 

remotely (as will be determined at the pre-inquiry hearing), 

the advertisements will invite members of the public who 

wish to participate or attend the Inquiry to provide an email 

address by way of registration in order that they can be 

provided with an online link enabling them to join the Inquiry 

remotely.  Any interested person shall be entitled, on 

reasonable notice and in Registration Authority business 

hours, to inspect the inquiry bundle held by the Registration 

Authority up until the conclusion of the Inquiry.  

vi. The sitting hours are subject to any direction by the 

Inspector during the course of the Inquiry, but will generally 

be from 9.30am to 11.30am, 12.30pm to 2.30pm, and 3pm 

to 5pm. The Inquiry will usually be conducted in the following 

order:- 

Opening Remarks by the Inspector. 

Any Opening statement by the Applicant. 

The evidence of the Applicant’s witnesses (including cross-

examination and re-examination). 

Any opening statement by the Objector. 
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The evidence of the Objector’s witnesses (including cross-

examination and re-examination). 

Evidence and submissions by members of the public, at the 

discretion of the Inspector. 

Any closing submissions by the Parties. 

Any closing observations by the Inspector.    

vii. Witnesses and/or submissions may be heard out of order at 

the discretion of the Inspector and evidence will be given 

unsworn.  If the matter proceeds remotely it will be likely that 

written closing statements will be directed to be provided 

within 7 days of completion of oral evidence at the Inquiry.  

The Inspector will hold an unaccompanied site visit to the 

application site and the parties can assume that such a site 

visit will have been undertaken by the time of the Pre-Inquiry 

Hearing. 

 

(4) The Applicants or the Objector may make a written application to the 

Inspector through the Registration Authority to vary or supplement these 

directions at any time before the Inquiry commences. The Inspector may 

supplement or vary these directions at any time prior to the 

commencement of the Inquiry, with or without such an application.  

 

(5) The Inspector will provide the Registration Authority with a report and 

recommendation to assist the Registration Authority in deciding whether or 

not to grant the application. 

 

(6) With these directions, the Registration Authority will provide its relevant 

contact details relating to any matter set out above, including an address 

for services of documents and an email address for ongoing 

correspondence. 

 

 

JAMES MARWICK 

Trinity Chambers 

10th NOVEMBER 2020 
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Kathy Robson

From: George Hepburn <
Sent: 11 November 2020 10:57
To: Helen Lancaster
Subject: Re: FW: Application for village green - land at Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland

Dear Mrs Lancaster,  
 
Thank you for forwarding the Inspectors's direction and I will reply with availability in 
due course.  
 
But could I clarify one point please?  
 
Do I have to make the case from scratch all over again for registration as I think you 
have already accepted the case has been made.  
 
Or does the inquiry just concern the objection from the Highway Authority.  
 
 
Best wishes, George 
 
tel:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Tue, 10 Nov 2020 at 18:55, Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Dear Mr Hepburn, 

Further to previous correspondence I now enclose some Directions prepared by Counsel, James Marwick with 
regard to how the application should proceed from this point. The Directions have also been forwarded to the 
Highway Authority. 

In accordance with the Directions I therefore look forward to hearing from you with your availability for a pre‐

inquiry hearing between 1st December and 18th December 2020 by 17th November 2020. 

Many thanks, 

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 
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NE61 2EF 

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

 
Save	Time	Do	It	Online! 
We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do everything from 
paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply 
or report' to access the relevant forms.  
This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or 
taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please contact 
the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording and/or 
monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation.  
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Kathy Robson

From: George Hepburn <
Sent: 16 November 2020 09:23
To: Helen Lancaster
Subject: Re: FW: Application for village green - land at Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland

Dear Mrs Lancaster,  
 
I am available for a pre meeting with the Inspector between 1 Dec and 17th Dec 
except for the following dates:  
 
2nd Dec 
4th Dec 
8th Dec after 3pm 
9th Dec 
16th Dec before 12 noon 
17th Dec before 12 noon 
 
I hope this gives enough options for all concerned and could move appointments 
arounds on most of the above dates if needs be.  
 
I look forward to hearing from you.  
 
 
Best wishes, George 
 
tel:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Tue, 10 Nov 2020 at 18:55, Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Dear Mr Hepburn, 

Further to previous correspondence I now enclose some Directions prepared by Counsel, James Marwick with 
regard to how the application should proceed from this point. The Directions have also been forwarded to the 
Highway Authority. 

In accordance with the Directions I therefore look forward to hearing from you with your availability for a pre‐

inquiry hearing between 1st December and 18th December 2020 by 17th November 2020. 

Many thanks, 

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 
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Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

 
Save	Time	Do	It	Online! 
We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do everything from 
paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply 
or report' to access the relevant forms.  
This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or 
taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please contact 
the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording and/or 
monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation.  
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Kathy Robson

From: Helen Lancaster
Sent: 16 November 2020 10:56
To: 'George Hepburn'
Subject: RE: FW: Application for village green - land at Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland

Mr Hepburn, 
 
Thank you for your e‐mail enclosing your availability; I confirm that I have forwarded this to Counsel’s Clerk and so 
you should receive a date for the pre meeting once Counsel has confirmed his availability. 
 
In response to the point raised in your previous e‐mail namely whether you  
 

‘’have to make the case from scratch all over again for registration as I think you 
have already accepted the case has been made.  
 
Or does the inquiry just concern the objection from the Highway’’ 
 
I confirm that all of the information you have submitted so far (and any additional information you submit between 
now and the final hearing) will be considered by the Inspector when he makes his final recommendation with regard 
to your application. 
 
No decision has been made with regard to your application as yet other than it should proceed to an Inquiry. The 
Inquiry will consider whether the statutory grounds for registration have been made out and within that will also 
consider the objection from Highways (together with any additional information that they may submit). 
 
I hope that this assists; I will be in touch shortly with a date for the pre hearing meeting. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
 

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

  

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

 
 
 

D 183



2

From: George Hepburn <   
Sent: 16 November 2020 09:23 
To: Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> 
Subject: Re: FW: Application for village green ‐ land at Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland 
 

Dear Mrs Lancaster,  
 
I am available for a pre meeting with the Inspector between 1 Dec and 17th Dec 
except for the following dates:  
 
2nd Dec 
4th Dec 
8th Dec after 3pm 
9th Dec 
16th Dec before 12 noon 
17th Dec before 12 noon 
 
I hope this gives enough options for all concerned and could move appointments 
arounds on most of the above dates if needs be.  
 
I look forward to hearing from you.  
 
 
Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Tue, 10 Nov 2020 at 18:55, Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Dear Mr Hepburn, 

  

Further to previous correspondence I now enclose some Directions prepared by Counsel, James Marwick with 
regard to how the application should proceed from this point. The Directions have also been forwarded to the 
Highway Authority. 

  

In accordance with the Directions I therefore look forward to hearing from you with your availability for a pre‐

inquiry hearing between 1st December and 18th December 2020 by 17th November 2020. 

Many thanks, 

  

Helen Lancaster 
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Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

  

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

  

  

  

  
Save	Time	Do	It	Online! 
We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do everything from 
paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply 
or report' to access the relevant forms.  
This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or 
taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please contact 
the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording and/or 
monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation.  
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Kathy Robson

From: Helen Lancaster
Sent: 16 November 2020 14:18
To: David Brookes
Subject: RE: Application for village green - land at Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland

Hi David, 
 
I now enclose a link to a pre‐inquiry meeting which Counsel has suggested takes place at 11:00am on 8 December 
2020. 
 
‘’Please see the below details for a Zoom meeting at 11am on the 8 December for you to pass to the participants. 
 
Trinity Chambers is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
Topic: Mickley Square Village Green 
Time: Dec 8, 2020 11:00 AM London 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/97485240887?pwd=NmcyTGNpTHV3WjNpYkFIOGpvV0FQZz09 
Meeting ID: 974 8524 0887 
Passcode: JMarwick’’ 
 
Please let me know if the time/date is no good for you. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
 

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

  

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

 

From: David Brookes <David.Brookes@northumberland.gov.uk>  
Sent: 13 November 2020 08:35 
To: Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> 
Subject: Re: Application for village green ‐ land at Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland 
 

Helen 
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I should be available on any Wed/Thurs/Fri on those dates ‐ I do not normally work Mon‐Tues but can be 
flexible if required. 
 
Cheers 
 
David 

From: Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> 
Sent: Tuesday, November 10, 2020 7:00 PM 
To: David Brookes <David.Brookes@northumberland.gov.uk> 
Subject: FW: Application for village green ‐ land at Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland  
  
David, 
  
You may recall some time ago that I e‐mailed you to notify you an application for village green status in relation to 
land at Mickley Square Stocksfield to which you submitted an objection.  
  
I now enclose some Directions prepared by Counsel, James Marwick with regard to how the application should 
proceed from this point. The Directions have also been forwarded to the applicant. 
  
In accordance with the Directions I therefore look forward to hearing from you with your availability for a pre‐

inquiry hearing between 1st December and 18th December 2020 by 17th November 2020 (should you wish to attend). 

As stated previously, should you require assistance from Legal Services with regard to the proposed Inquiry please 

contact Lynne Jackson. 

  

Many thanks, 

  
Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall, Morpeth, 
Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 
  
01670 623323 
Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  
  
  

  

D 187



1

Kathy Robson

From: George Hepburn <
Sent: 16 November 2020 14:19
To: Helen Lancaster
Subject: Re: FW: Application for village green - land at Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland

Thank you, thats great and confirm the time is good for me. 
 
Could you let me know in due course, who else will be attending please.  
Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Mon, 16 Nov 2020 at 14:07, Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Mr Hepburn, 

  

Further to my e‐mail below I have now received details of the time, date and joining instructions for the pre 
hearing meeting with Counsel: 

  

‘’Please see the below details for a Zoom meeting at 11am on the 8 December for you to pass to the participants. 

  

Trinity Chambers is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

Topic: Mickley Square Village Green 

Time: Dec 8, 2020 11:00 AM London 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/97485240887?pwd=NmcyTGNpTHV3WjNpYkFIOGpvV0FQZz09 

Meeting ID: 974 8524 0887 

Passcode: JMarwick’’ 

  

Of course, please let me know if this time/date is no good for you. 

  

D 188



2

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

  

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

  

  

  

From: Helen Lancaster  
Sent: 16 November 2020 10:56 
To: 'George Hepburn' <  
Subject: RE: FW: Application for village green ‐ land at Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland 

  

Mr Hepburn, 

  

Thank you for your e‐mail enclosing your availability; I confirm that I have forwarded this to Counsel’s Clerk and so 
you should receive a date for the pre meeting once Counsel has confirmed his availability. 

  

In response to the point raised in your previous e‐mail namely whether you  

  

‘’have to make the case from scratch all over again for registration as I think you 
have already accepted the case has been made.  

  

Or does the inquiry just concern the objection from the Highway’’ 
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I confirm that all of the information you have submitted so far (and any additional information you submit between 
now and the final hearing) will be considered by the Inspector when he makes his final recommendation with 
regard to your application. 

  

No decision has been made with regard to your application as yet other than it should proceed to an Inquiry. The 
Inquiry will consider whether the statutory grounds for registration have been made out and within that will also 
consider the objection from Highways (together with any additional information that they may submit). 

  

I hope that this assists; I will be in touch shortly with a date for the pre hearing meeting. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

  

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

  

  

  

From: George Hepburn <   
Sent: 16 November 2020 09:23 
To: Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> 
Subject: Re: FW: Application for village green ‐ land at Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland 

  

Dear Mrs Lancaster,  
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I am available for a pre meeting with the Inspector between 1 Dec and 17th Dec 
except for the following dates:  

  

2nd Dec 

4th Dec 

8th Dec after 3pm 

9th Dec 

16th Dec before 12 noon 

17th Dec before 12 noon 

  

I hope this gives enough options for all concerned and could move appointments 
arounds on most of the above dates if needs be.  

  

I look forward to hearing from you.  

  

  

Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  

  

  

  

  

  

  

On Tue, 10 Nov 2020 at 18:55, Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Dear Mr Hepburn, 
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Further to previous correspondence I now enclose some Directions prepared by Counsel, James Marwick with 
regard to how the application should proceed from this point. The Directions have also been forwarded to the 
Highway Authority. 

  

In accordance with the Directions I therefore look forward to hearing from you with your availability for a pre‐

inquiry hearing between 1st December and 18th December 2020 by 17th November 2020. 

Many thanks, 

  

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

  

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

  

  

  

  

Save	Time	Do	It	Online! 
We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do everything from 
paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, 
apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  
This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or 
taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please contact 
the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording and/or 
monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation.  

 

  

D 192



6

Save	Time	Do	It	Online! 
We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do everything from 
paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply 
or report' to access the relevant forms.  
This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or 
taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please contact 
the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording and/or 
monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation.  
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Kathy Robson

From: Lynne Jackson
Sent: 16 November 2020 15:12
To: Helen Lancaster
Cc: David Brookes
Subject: RE: Application for village green - land at Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland

Importance: High

Dear Helen, 
 
Your e mail of 10 November below has been passed to me, and I confirm that I am instructed in this matter on 
behalf of Northumberland County Council in its capacity as Highways Authority for the County of Northumberland. 
 
I confirm that I will be available for a pre‐Inquiry hearing at any time between 1 December and 18 December 2020. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
Lynne Jackson 
Lawyer 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 
 
E mail ‐ Lynne.Jackson@nothumberland.gov.uk 
Mob. ‐ 07966325146 

 

From: Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> 
Sent: Tuesday, November 10, 2020 7:00 PM 
To: David Brookes <David.Brookes@northumberland.gov.uk> 
Subject: FW: Application for village green ‐ land at Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland  
  
David, 
  
You may recall some time ago that I e‐mailed you to notify you an application for village green status in relation to 
land at Mickley Square Stocksfield to which you submitted an objection.  
  
I now enclose some Directions prepared by Counsel, James Marwick with regard to how the application should 
proceed from this point. The Directions have also been forwarded to the applicant. 
  
In accordance with the Directions I therefore look forward to hearing from you with your availability for a pre‐

inquiry hearing between 1st December and 18th December 2020 by 17th November 2020 (should you wish to attend). 

As stated previously, should you require assistance from Legal Services with regard to the proposed Inquiry please 

contact Lynne Jackson. 
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Many thanks, 

  
Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall, Morpeth, 
Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 
  
01670 623323 
Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  
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Kathy Robson

From: Lynne Jackson
Sent: 16 November 2020 15:19
To: Helen Lancaster
Subject: RE: Application for village green - land at Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland

Dear Helen, 
 
Further to my e mail below, please can you let me have a copy of the Application, or confirm that the same is still 
available for inspection at County Hall? 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Lynne Jackson 
Lawyer 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 
 
E mail ‐ Lynne.Jackson@nothumberland.gov.uk 
Mob. ‐ 07966325146 
 

From: Lynne Jackson  
Sent: 16 November 2020 15:12 
To: helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Cc: david.brookes@northumberland.gov.uk 
Subject: RE: Application for village green ‐ land at Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland 
Importance: High 
 
Dear Helen, 
 
Your e mail of 10 November below has been passed to me, and I confirm that I am instructed in this matter on 
behalf of Northumberland County Council in its capacity as Highways Authority for the County of Northumberland. 
 
I confirm that I will be available for a pre‐Inquiry hearing at any time between 1 December and 18 December 2020. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
Lynne Jackson 
Lawyer 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 
 
E mail ‐ Lynne.Jackson@nothumberland.gov.uk 
Mob. ‐ 07966325146 
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From: Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> 
Sent: Tuesday, November 10, 2020 7:00 PM 
To: David Brookes <David.Brookes@northumberland.gov.uk> 
Subject: FW: Application for village green ‐ land at Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland  
  
David, 
  
You may recall some time ago that I e‐mailed you to notify you an application for village green status in relation to 
land at Mickley Square Stocksfield to which you submitted an objection.  
  
I now enclose some Directions prepared by Counsel, James Marwick with regard to how the application should 
proceed from this point. The Directions have also been forwarded to the applicant. 
  
In accordance with the Directions I therefore look forward to hearing from you with your availability for a pre‐

inquiry hearing between 1st December and 18th December 2020 by 17th November 2020 (should you wish to attend). 

As stated previously, should you require assistance from Legal Services with regard to the proposed Inquiry please 

contact Lynne Jackson. 

  

Many thanks, 

  
Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall, Morpeth, 
Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 
  
01670 623323 
Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  
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Kathy Robson

From: Helen Lancaster
Sent: 23 November 2020 14:25
To: Lynne Jackson
Subject: FW: Application for village green - land at Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland
Attachments: 01347810.pdf; Re: Bewick Green, Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland; 1403690 - Letter 

to helen Lancaster Oct 19.doc; Inspector's Directions BEWICK GREEN (final).docx; RE: Application 
for village green - land at Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland

Lynne, 
 
I enclose scanned copy application, objection from David Brookes, response from the applicant and Inspector’s 
Directions. 
 
The pre‐hearing meeting is due to take place remotely at 11:00 on 8th December 2020; I enclose copy e‐mail sent to 
David Brookes in this regard. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
Helen 
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Kathy Robson

From: David Brookes <david.brookes@northumberland.gov.uk>
Sent: 08 August 2019 11:23
To: Kathy Robson
Cc: Mike Robbins; Andrea Todd; Helen Lancaster
Subject: Re: Bewick Green, Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland

Kathy 
 
Thank you for the email and attachments. 
 
I can confirm that the central portion of the application site forms the highway known as Bewick Garth 
(U8281) and is maintainable at public expense by the Highway Authority. 
 
The Highway Authority wishes to object to the application. The present day alignment of the highway 
seems to have been in place since approximately 1980 and map evidence appears to indicate that there 
was an access road across the claimed route since 1921. 
 
The Highway Authority objection is that this part of the application site is a public right of way for highway 
purposes for all types of traffic and questions whether its statutory registration as a village green is 
compatible with it being a highway. 
 
Let me know when you will require further information. 
 
Ragards 
 
David 
 
 
 
 
On Thu, 8 Aug 2019 at 07:08, Kathy Robson <Kathy.Robson@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

SENT ON BEHALF OF HELEN LANCASTER, PRINCIPAL SOLICITOR, LEGAL SERVICES 

Mike, David, 

The Council in its capacity of Commons Registration Authority has received an application under Section 
15 of the Commons Act 2006 for inclusion in the Register of Town or Village Greens. I enclose Form 45 
together with a copy of the plan provided by the applicant from which you will see that any representations 
must be received by the Commons Registration Authority on or before 3 October 2019. 

If you wish to make representations/wish advice with regard to the application please contact Lynne 
Jackson who should be able to assist you further. Lynne is on annual leave but is back 12 August. If you 
require a copy of the application please contact Kathy Robson. 

Many thanks, 

Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor 
Legal Services 
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Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
NE61 2EF 

 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

 
 
 
‐‐  
David Brookes 
Infrastructure Records Manager 
Technical Services 
County Hall  
Morpeth 
Northumberland 
NE612EF 
 
Tel: 01670 624134 
EMail: david.brookes@northumberland.gov.uk 
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Bewick House, Bewick Garth, Mickley Square, Northumberland NE 43 7AU 
 

28th October 2019 
Helen Lancaster, 
Principal Solicitor, 
Legal Services,  
Northumberland County Council, 
County Hall, 
Morpeth, 
NE61 2EF 

 
Dear Mrs Lancaster, 

 
Application for Village Green – Mickley Square 

 
Thank you for your letter of 24th October 2019 ( ref HL/012406) informing me, as 
applicant for the registration of the village green at Mickley Square, of a 
representation  from the Highway Authority and providing me the opportunity  for 
dealing with the matters contained.  
 
 I contend that the  existence of a public road across the  Green is not a reason to 
refuse the application  and that the Highway Authority objection is not valid.  
 
In making the case for the Green to be registered under the Commons Act 2006, I 
am required to show,  at Section 15 (3), that 
 
(a) a significant number of inhabitants 
 
(b) of any locality or neighbourhood within a locality 
 
(c) have indulged as of right 
 
(d) in lawful sports and pastimes 
 
(e)     on the land 
 
(f) for a period of at least 20 years 

 
(g)  and continue to do so at the date of the application 
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In commenting of the definition “on the land”,  John Riddall in ‘Getting Greens 
Registered’ (Open Space Society, third edition, 2017) states that: 
 
The 2006 Act makes no reference to highway land. There is nothing to stop all 
or part of a highway being regarded as a town or village green if the 
circumstances justify this. Areas of open land alongside minor roads frequently 
do have a long-standing pattern of local recreational use, as opposed to one of 
mere passage from A to B. Many have already been successfully registered 
under the 1965 Act. 
 
 Registration arguably has no effect on the highway status of the land. Equally, 
the ‘public’ status of a highway does not nullify a claim that all or part of it is a 
green, so long as it is clear that the recreational use (as opposed to a mere 
passage along the highway) which takes place there is primarily or exclusively 
by local people. 
 
In support of this assertion  Riddall  cites: the Commons Commissioner decisions in 
re Medstead Village Green, Hampshire (1979) 214/D/113 and in re The Green, 
Hargrave, Suffolk (1979) 234/D/79. 77 R (Whitmey) v Commons Commissioners 
[2004] EWCA Civ 951; [2005] QB 282 78 McLaren v Kubiak [2007] EWHC 1065 (Ch), 
 
I therefore conclude that the fact that the highway known as Bewick Garth (U8281) 
crosses the proposed Green is not a valid reason for it not to be registered.  
 
The registration does not in any way prevent  the Highway Authority from 
maintaining the road or affect the rights of the public to use the road. Neither does it 
relieve the Highway Authority of the responsibility of maintaining it. In short, the 
registration does not alter the situation with respect to the highway in any way.  
 
The representation from the Highway Authority, as far as I can see from the advice 
of Open Space Society, does not prevent the Village Green at Mickley Square from 
being registered.  
 

Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 

George Hepburn OBE 
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IN THE MATTER OF AN APPLICATION TO REGISTER LAND AT BEWICK 

GREEN IN MICKLEY SQUARE AS A TOWN OR VILLAGE GREEN 

 

AND IN THE MATTER OF THE COMMONS ACT 2006 (AS AMENDED) 

 

_______________________________ 

DIRECTIONS 

_______________________________ 

 

1. I am instructed by Northumberland County Council in its capacity as the relevant 

registration authority to act as an independent inspector and to conduct a Public 

Inquiry for the purposes of consideration of the above application for registration 

of land as a town or village green. The below Directions provide for the 

procedure and preparatory steps to be adopted in respect of the Inquiry. 

 

(1) The present time estimate for the Inquiry is 1 day.  It is intended that the 

Inquiry be conducted remotely subject to any submissions from the 

parties as to the non-suitability of this Inquiry to be heard remotely (by 

Zoom or MS Teams).   

(2) There will be a pre-inquiry hearing (to be conducted remotely) on the first 

suitable date on or after 1st December 2020. The purpose of the pre-

inquiry hearing will be to address among others the procedure for the 

Inquiry and the mechanics of a remote Inquiry.  It will allow the opportunity 

for any queries to be raised by the Applicant as I am conscious he is not 

legally represented.   

 

i. The Parties shall provide their availability for a pre-inquiry 

hearing (time estimate 1 hour) between 1st December and 18th 

December 2020. They should do so by no later than 17th 

November 2020. 

ii. The Parties shall provide the Registration Authority with an email 

address of the representative who will attend the Pre-Inquiry 

Hearing on their behalf by no later than 7 days before the 

hearing.  An email invitation will be sent by return which will 

allow attendance at the hearing regardless of the software on 

the  device.  In default of all parties having access to a camera-

enabled device, the hearing will proceed without video.   
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(3) The Inquiry itself will be listed on a suitable date in a window between 18th 

January 2021 and 31st March 2020.  The following directions shall apply in 

relation to the Inquiry. 

i. Each party is entitled to call oral evidence from no more 

than 4 witnesses for the purposes of the Inquiry. 

ii. No later than 14 days before the date of the Inquiry, the 

parties shall each provide to the Registration Authority 

three copies of a bundle of documents containing:- 

 

1. A list of witnesses whom they intend to call to give 

oral evidence. 

2. A bundle containing (i) any signed and dated 

witness statements, letters, questionnaires or 

proofs of evidence of every witness the Party 

intends to call, containing the substance of their 

evidence (for the avoidance of doubt this can be the 

existing evidence already served and/or updated 

evidence on behalf of a witness); (ii) all other 

witness statements (if any), evidence 

questionnaires, statutory declarations and affidavits 

upon which the Party wishes to rely; and, (iii) any 

other documents (including maps and photographs) 

which are relied upon. 

3. If desired, an outline of their case together with any 

skeleton argument or legal submissions and copies 

of any legal authorities which are to be relied upon. 

iii. Thereafter the Registration Authority will circulate copies of 

the respective bundles to the parties as soon as possible 

together with an Inquiry bundle which shall contain the 

following:- 

1. Copies of the Application, the Objection and all 

letters of support to the application or letters of 

objection sent to the Registration Authority. 

2. Copies of all correspondence between the 

Registration Authority, the Applicant and the 

Objector.   
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3. A plan and statement as to the extent and nature of 

any public right of way or ways passing over or in the 

vicinity of the application land (including a copy of 

any relevant definitive map and statement) 

iv. The parties shall provide the Registration Authority with 

dates of availability for a one day inquiry in the above 

window by no later than 27th November 2020. It is envisaged 

that witnesses will give evidence remotely and subject to a 

time-table to be agreed at the pre-inquiry hearing to 

minimise disruption.     

v. The Registration Authority will publicise the Inquiry by 

placing an advertisement in a local newspaper circulating in 

the area of the land subject to the application and by posting 

notices at the main points of entry to the town or village 

green (or, if there are no such places, in a conspicuous place 

at the site), as well as on its website, not later than 14 days 

before the date of the Inquiry.  If the Inquiry is to proceed 

remotely (as will be determined at the pre-inquiry hearing), 

the advertisements will invite members of the public who 

wish to participate or attend the Inquiry to provide an email 

address by way of registration in order that they can be 

provided with an online link enabling them to join the Inquiry 

remotely.  Any interested person shall be entitled, on 

reasonable notice and in Registration Authority business 

hours, to inspect the inquiry bundle held by the Registration 

Authority up until the conclusion of the Inquiry.  

vi. The sitting hours are subject to any direction by the 

Inspector during the course of the Inquiry, but will generally 

be from 9.30am to 11.30am, 12.30pm to 2.30pm, and 3pm 

to 5pm. The Inquiry will usually be conducted in the following 

order:- 

Opening Remarks by the Inspector. 

Any Opening statement by the Applicant. 

The evidence of the Applicant’s witnesses (including cross-

examination and re-examination). 

Any opening statement by the Objector. 
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The evidence of the Objector’s witnesses (including cross-

examination and re-examination). 

Evidence and submissions by members of the public, at the 

discretion of the Inspector. 

Any closing submissions by the Parties. 

Any closing observations by the Inspector.    

vii. Witnesses and/or submissions may be heard out of order at 

the discretion of the Inspector and evidence will be given 

unsworn.  If the matter proceeds remotely it will be likely that 

written closing statements will be directed to be provided 

within 7 days of completion of oral evidence at the Inquiry.  

The Inspector will hold an unaccompanied site visit to the 

application site and the parties can assume that such a site 

visit will have been undertaken by the time of the Pre-Inquiry 

Hearing. 

 

(4) The Applicants or the Objector may make a written application to the 

Inspector through the Registration Authority to vary or supplement these 

directions at any time before the Inquiry commences. The Inspector may 

supplement or vary these directions at any time prior to the 

commencement of the Inquiry, with or without such an application.  

 

(5) The Inspector will provide the Registration Authority with a report and 

recommendation to assist the Registration Authority in deciding whether or 

not to grant the application. 

 

(6) With these directions, the Registration Authority will provide its relevant 

contact details relating to any matter set out above, including an address 

for services of documents and an email address for ongoing 

correspondence. 

 

 

JAMES MARWICK 

Trinity Chambers 

10th NOVEMBER 2020 
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Kathy Robson

From: Helen Lancaster
Sent: 16 November 2020 14:18
To: David Brookes
Subject: RE: Application for village green - land at Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland

Hi David, 
 
I now enclose a link to a pre‐inquiry meeting which Counsel has suggested takes place at 11:00am on 8 December 
2020. 
 
‘’Please see the below details for a Zoom meeting at 11am on the 8 December for you to pass to the participants. 
 
Trinity Chambers is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
Topic: Mickley Square Village Green 
Time: Dec 8, 2020 11:00 AM London 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/97485240887?pwd=NmcyTGNpTHV3WjNpYkFIOGpvV0FQZz09 
Meeting ID: 974 8524 0887 
Passcode: JMarwick’’ 
 
Please let me know if the time/date is no good for you. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
 

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

  

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

 

From: David Brookes <David.Brookes@northumberland.gov.uk>  
Sent: 13 November 2020 08:35 
To: Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> 
Subject: Re: Application for village green ‐ land at Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland 
 

Helen 
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I should be available on any Wed/Thurs/Fri on those dates ‐ I do not normally work Mon‐Tues but can be 
flexible if required. 
 
Cheers 
 
David 

From: Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> 
Sent: Tuesday, November 10, 2020 7:00 PM 
To: David Brookes <David.Brookes@northumberland.gov.uk> 
Subject: FW: Application for village green ‐ land at Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland  
  
David, 
  
You may recall some time ago that I e‐mailed you to notify you an application for village green status in relation to 
land at Mickley Square Stocksfield to which you submitted an objection.  
  
I now enclose some Directions prepared by Counsel, James Marwick with regard to how the application should 
proceed from this point. The Directions have also been forwarded to the applicant. 
  
In accordance with the Directions I therefore look forward to hearing from you with your availability for a pre‐

inquiry hearing between 1st December and 18th December 2020 by 17th November 2020 (should you wish to attend). 

As stated previously, should you require assistance from Legal Services with regard to the proposed Inquiry please 

contact Lynne Jackson. 

  

Many thanks, 

  
Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall, Morpeth, 
Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 
  
01670 623323 
Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  
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Kathy Robson

From: George Hepburn <
Sent: 25 November 2020 14:01
To: Helen Lancaster
Subject: Re: FW: Application for village green - land at Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland

Dear Mrs Lancaster,  
 
The Inspector has asked for dates when I am not available for the Inquiry between 
18th Jan and 31st March.  
 
I am sorry I am not available on 18th Jan , 19th Jan, 8 March, 16 March and from 
25th - 31st March.  
 
One of the people I wish to call as a witness is only available on a Wednesday and 
Friday due to commitments as a key worker so would request the Inquiry is held on 
one of those days if at all possible.  
 
And finally I confirm that I will be attending the pre INquiry meeting on 8th 
December and that my email is as above.  
 
 
 
 
Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Mon, 16 Nov 2020 at 14:19, George Hepburn <  wrote: 

Thank you, thats great and confirm the time is good for me. 
 
Could you let me know in due course, who else will be attending please.  
Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Mon, 16 Nov 2020 at 14:07, Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Mr Hepburn, 
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Further to my e‐mail below I have now received details of the time, date and joining instructions for the pre 
hearing meeting with Counsel: 

  

‘’Please see the below details for a Zoom meeting at 11am on the 8 December for you to pass to the participants. 

  

Trinity Chambers is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

Topic: Mickley Square Village Green 

Time: Dec 8, 2020 11:00 AM London 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://zoom.us/j/97485240887?pwd=NmcyTGNpTHV3WjNpYkFIOGpvV0FQZz09 

Meeting ID: 974 8524 0887 

Passcode: JMarwick’’ 

  

Of course, please let me know if this time/date is no good for you. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

  

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  
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From: Helen Lancaster  
Sent: 16 November 2020 10:56 
To: 'George Hepburn' <  
Subject: RE: FW: Application for village green ‐ land at Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland 

  

Mr Hepburn, 

  

Thank you for your e‐mail enclosing your availability; I confirm that I have forwarded this to Counsel’s Clerk and so 
you should receive a date for the pre meeting once Counsel has confirmed his availability. 

  

In response to the point raised in your previous e‐mail namely whether you  

  

‘’have to make the case from scratch all over again for registration as I think you 
have already accepted the case has been made.  

  

Or does the inquiry just concern the objection from the Highway’’ 

  

I confirm that all of the information you have submitted so far (and any additional information you submit 
between now and the final hearing) will be considered by the Inspector when he makes his final recommendation 
with regard to your application. 

  

No decision has been made with regard to your application as yet other than it should proceed to an Inquiry. The 
Inquiry will consider whether the statutory grounds for registration have been made out and within that will also 
consider the objection from Highways (together with any additional information that they may submit). 

  

I hope that this assists; I will be in touch shortly with a date for the pre hearing meeting. 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 
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Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

  

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

  

  

  

From: George Hepburn <   
Sent: 16 November 2020 09:23 
To: Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> 
Subject: Re: FW: Application for village green ‐ land at Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland 

  

Dear Mrs Lancaster,  

  

I am available for a pre meeting with the Inspector between 1 Dec and 17th Dec 
except for the following dates:  

  

2nd Dec 

4th Dec 

8th Dec after 3pm 

9th Dec 

16th Dec before 12 noon 

17th Dec before 12 noon 

  

I hope this gives enough options for all concerned and could move appointments 
arounds on most of the above dates if needs be.  
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I look forward to hearing from you.  

  

  

Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  

  

  

  

  

  

  

On Tue, 10 Nov 2020 at 18:55, Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Dear Mr Hepburn, 

  

Further to previous correspondence I now enclose some Directions prepared by Counsel, James Marwick with 
regard to how the application should proceed from this point. The Directions have also been forwarded to the 
Highway Authority. 

  

In accordance with the Directions I therefore look forward to hearing from you with your availability for a pre‐

inquiry hearing between 1st December and 18th December 2020 by 17th November 2020. 

Many thanks, 

  

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 
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01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

  

  

  

  

Save	Time	Do	It	Online! 
We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do everything 
from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 
'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  
This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing 
or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please 
contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording 
and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation.  

 

  
Save	Time	Do	It	Online! 
We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do everything from 
paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, 
apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  
This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or 
taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please contact 
the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording and/or 
monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation.  
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Kathy Robson

From: Helen Lancaster
Sent: 30 November 2020 16:49
To: Lynne Jackson
Cc: Neil Masson
Subject: RE: Application for village green - land at Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland

Hi Lynne, 
 
Thank you for that – those dates are noted. 
 
I confirm that other than that of David Brookes there were no other objections lodged. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
 

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

 

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

 
 
 

From: Lynne Jackson <Lynne.Jackson@northumberland.gov.uk>  
Sent: 25 November 2020 17:46 
To: Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> 
Cc: Neil Masson <Neil.Masson@northumberland.gov.uk> 
Subject: RE: Application for village green ‐ land at Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland 
 
Dear Helen, 
 
Further to my e mail below, I am now able to advise that David will not be attending the pre‐Inquiry meeting on 8 
December, but as previously advised I am available for that. 
 
At the moment, both David and I are available during the period 18 January – 31 March 2021 for an Inquiry. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Lynne 
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Lynne Jackson 
Lawyer 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 
 
E mail ‐ Lynne.Jackson@nothumberland.gov.uk 
Mob. ‐ 07966325146 
 

From: Lynne Jackson  
Sent: 24 November 2020 13:49 
To: Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> 
Cc: neil.masson@northumberland.gov.uk 
Subject: RE: Application for village green ‐ land at Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland 
 
Helen, 
 
Thank you for your e mail of 23 November below. 
 
As previously advised, I am instructed to represent the Council as Highway Authority, and I will be attending the pre‐
Inquiry meeting on 8 December.  
 
I have asked David to confirm whether or not he also will be attending the pre‐Inquiry meeting and I will confirm as 
soon as I am able to do so. 
 
In the meantime, can you please let me have details of any other objections received in respect of this Application. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Lynne 
 
 
Lynne Jackson 
Lawyer 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 
 
E mail ‐ Lynne.Jackson@nothumberland.gov.uk 
Mob. ‐ 07966325146 
 

From: Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk>  
Sent: 23 November 2020 14:25 
To: Lynne Jackson <Lynne.Jackson@northumberland.gov.uk> 
Subject: FW: Application for village green ‐ land at Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland 
 
Lynne, 
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I enclose scanned copy application, objection from David Brookes, response from the applicant and Inspector’s 
Directions. 
 
The pre‐hearing meeting is due to take place remotely at 11:00 on 8th December 2020; I enclose copy e‐mail sent to 
David Brookes in this regard. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
Helen 
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Kathy Robson

From: George Hepburn <
Sent: 08 December 2020 11:45
To: Helen Lancaster
Subject: Application documents

Dear Mrs Lancaster,  
 
At some point before you submit the application document, can I check what is 
included. For example there was a revised plan and stat dec in app April 19 and then 
also my letter of 28th October 2019 commenting on the highways objection and Im 
hoping that you will be circulating these documents as part of the application papers.  
Best wishes, George 
 
tel:  
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Kathy Robson

From: Helen Lancaster
Sent: 14 January 2021 16:48
To: Lynne Jackson
Subject: RE: Application for village green - land at Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland

Hi Lynne, 
 
I sent reminder to the Inspector yesterday and will follow this up early next week if I have not heard from him by 
then. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
Helen Lancaster 
 

From: Lynne Jackson <Lynne.Jackson@northumberland.gov.uk>  
Sent: 14 January 2021 13:04 
To: Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> 
Cc: Neil Masson <Neil.Masson@northumberland.gov.uk> 
Subject: RE: Application for village green ‐ land at Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland 
 
Helen, 
 
Further to our virtual pre‐hearing meeting on 8 December 2021, have you received any formal written further 
directions from the Inspector? 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Lynne 
 
 
Lynne Jackson 
Lawyer 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 
 
E mail ‐ Lynne.Jackson@nothumberland.gov.uk 
Mob. ‐ 07966325146 
 

From: Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk>  
Sent: 30 November 2020 16:49 
To: Lynne Jackson <Lynne.Jackson@northumberland.gov.uk> 
Cc: Neil Masson <Neil.Masson@northumberland.gov.uk> 
Subject: RE: Application for village green ‐ land at Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland 
 
Hi Lynne, 
 
Thank you for that – those dates are noted. 
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I confirm that other than that of David Brookes there were no other objections lodged. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
 

Helen Lancaster 

Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall, Morpeth, 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

 

01670 623323 

Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

 
 
 

From: Lynne Jackson <Lynne.Jackson@northumberland.gov.uk>  
Sent: 25 November 2020 17:46 
To: Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> 
Cc: Neil Masson <Neil.Masson@northumberland.gov.uk> 
Subject: RE: Application for village green ‐ land at Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland 
 
Dear Helen, 
 
Further to my e mail below, I am now able to advise that David will not be attending the pre‐Inquiry meeting on 8 
December, but as previously advised I am available for that. 
 
At the moment, both David and I are available during the period 18 January – 31 March 2021 for an Inquiry. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Lynne 
 
 
Lynne Jackson 
Lawyer 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 
 
E mail ‐ Lynne.Jackson@nothumberland.gov.uk 
Mob. ‐ 07966325146 
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From: Lynne Jackson  
Sent: 24 November 2020 13:49 
To: Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> 
Cc: neil.masson@northumberland.gov.uk 
Subject: RE: Application for village green ‐ land at Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland 
 
Helen, 
 
Thank you for your e mail of 23 November below. 
 
As previously advised, I am instructed to represent the Council as Highway Authority, and I will be attending the pre‐
Inquiry meeting on 8 December.  
 
I have asked David to confirm whether or not he also will be attending the pre‐Inquiry meeting and I will confirm as 
soon as I am able to do so. 
 
In the meantime, can you please let me have details of any other objections received in respect of this Application. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Lynne 
 
 
Lynne Jackson 
Lawyer 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 
 
E mail ‐ Lynne.Jackson@nothumberland.gov.uk 
Mob. ‐ 07966325146 
 

From: Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk>  
Sent: 23 November 2020 14:25 
To: Lynne Jackson <Lynne.Jackson@northumberland.gov.uk> 
Subject: FW: Application for village green ‐ land at Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland 
 
Lynne, 
 
I enclose scanned copy application, objection from David Brookes, response from the applicant and Inspector’s 
Directions. 
 
The pre‐hearing meeting is due to take place remotely at 11:00 on 8th December 2020; I enclose copy e‐mail sent to 
David Brookes in this regard. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
Helen 
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Steven Briggs

From: Lynne Jackson

Sent: 14 January 2021 21:15

To: Helen Lancaster

Subject: Re: Application for village green - land at Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland

Hi Helen, 

 

Thanks for your e mail. 

 

Having now spoken to David further I am authorised to put forward the following proposal.  

 

The Council, as Highway Authority, objects only to the inclusion of the adopted highway in the application for village 

green. The Council's proposal is that if the full extent of the adopted highway can be removed from the application, the 

Council will withdraw its objection to the application. 

 

Can this be put to the Applicant please? 

 

Kind regards 

 

Lynne 

 

Get Outlook for Android 

From: Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> 

Sent: Thursday, January 14, 2021 4:47:43 PM 

To: Lynne Jackson <Lynne.Jackson@northumberland.gov.uk> 

Subject: RE: Application for village green - land at Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland  

Hi Lynne, 

I sent reminder to the Inspector yesterday and will follow this up early next week if I have not heard from him by then. 

Many thanks, 

Helen Lancaster 

From: Lynne Jackson <Lynne.Jackson@northumberland.gov.uk>  

Sent: 14 January 2021 13:04 

To: Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> 

Cc: Neil Masson <Neil.Masson@northumberland.gov.uk> 

Subject: RE: Application for village green - land at Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland 

Helen, 

Further to our virtual pre-hearing meeting on 8 December 2021, have you received any formal written further directions 

from the Inspector? 

Kind regards, 

Lynne 

Lynne Jackson 

Lawyer 

Legal Services 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall 

Morpeth 

Northumberland 
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NE61 2EF 

E mail - Lynne.Jackson@nothumberland.gov.uk 

Mob. - 07966325146 

From: Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk>  

Sent: 30 November 2020 16:49 

To: Lynne Jackson <Lynne.Jackson@northumberland.gov.uk> 

Cc: Neil Masson <Neil.Masson@northumberland.gov.uk> 

Subject: RE: Application for village green - land at Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland 

Hi Lynne, 

Thank you for that – those dates are noted. 

I confirm that other than that of David Brookes there were no other objections lodged. 

Many thanks, 
Helen Lancaster 
Principal Solicitor (Corporate and Governance Team) 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall, Morpeth, 
Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 
01670 623323 
Helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk  

From: Lynne Jackson <Lynne.Jackson@northumberland.gov.uk>  

Sent: 25 November 2020 17:46 

To: Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> 

Cc: Neil Masson <Neil.Masson@northumberland.gov.uk> 

Subject: RE: Application for village green - land at Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland 

Dear Helen, 

Further to my e mail below, I am now able to advise that David will not be attending the pre-Inquiry meeting on 8 

December, but as previously advised I am available for that. 

At the moment, both David and I are available during the period 18 January – 31 March 2021 for an Inquiry. 

Kind regards, 

Lynne 

Lynne Jackson 

Lawyer 

Legal Services 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall 

Morpeth 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

E mail - Lynne.Jackson@nothumberland.gov.uk 

Mob. - 07966325146 

From: Lynne Jackson  

Sent: 24 November 2020 13:49 

To: Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> 

Cc: neil.masson@northumberland.gov.uk 

Subject: RE: Application for village green - land at Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland 

Helen, 

Thank you for your e mail of 23 November below. 

As previously advised, I am instructed to represent the Council as Highway Authority, and I will be attending the pre-

Inquiry meeting on 8 December.  

I have asked David to confirm whether or not he also will be attending the pre-Inquiry meeting and I will confirm as 

soon as I am able to do so. 

In the meantime, can you please let me have details of any other objections received in respect of this Application. 
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Kind regards, 

Lynne 

Lynne Jackson 

Lawyer 

Legal Services 

Northumberland County Council 

County Hall 

Morpeth 

Northumberland 

NE61 2EF 

E mail - Lynne.Jackson@nothumberland.gov.uk 

Mob. - 07966325146 

From: Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk>  

Sent: 23 November 2020 14:25 

To: Lynne Jackson <Lynne.Jackson@northumberland.gov.uk> 

Subject: FW: Application for village green - land at Mickley Square, Stocksfield, Northumberland 

Lynne, 

I enclose scanned copy application, objection from David Brookes, response from the applicant and Inspector’s 

Directions. 

The pre-hearing meeting is due to take place remotely at 11:00 on 8th December 2020; I enclose copy e-mail sent to 

David Brookes in this regard. 

Many thanks, 

Helen 
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Kathy Robson

From: Helen Lancaster
Sent: 19 January 2021 07:41
To: George Hepburn
Subject: Mickley Square - application for village green

Dear Mr Hepburn, 
 
I write further to previous correspondence and the pre‐hearing meeting and confirm that I have been asked by the 
legal representative for the Highways Authority to put forward the following; 
 
‘’The Council, as Highway Authority, objects only to the inclusion of the adopted highway in the application for 
village green.  The Council's  proposal is that if the full extent of the adopted highway can be removed from the 
application, the Council will withdraw its objection to the application. 
 
Can this be put to the Applicant please?’’ 
 
I wonder if you would be able to consider the proposal and revert to me further? 
 
Many thanks, 
 
 
Helen Lancaster 
Senior Manager 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 
 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 
 

D 287



1

Kathy Robson

From: George Hepburn <
Sent: 23 January 2021 12:11
To: Helen Lancaster
Subject: Re: Mickley Square - application for village green

Dear Mrs Lancaster, 
 
Thank you for your email with a proposal that the Council withdraws its objection to 
my applicant providing the road is removed from the application.  
 
I have always understood that a road crossing a green is not a valid reason for 
objection and would make this case to the Inspector.  
 
However, I would be more than happy for the road to excluded providing this means 
that the Council will register the land excluding the road without further delay. This 
would presumably remove the trouble and cost involved in an enquiry?  
 
But before I decide, could you please let me know what would happen next? I would 
not want to proceed in this way if it meant that I had to make a fresh application and 
unless you could give me a firm and reasonable timetable for this matter to be 
concluded.  
 
However I hope that we can proceed in the manner proposed by the Council and that 
the green can now be registered.  
 
Best wishes, George 
 
tel:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Tue, 19 Jan 2021 at 07:41, Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Dear Mr Hepburn, 

I write further to previous correspondence and the pre‐hearing meeting and confirm that I have been asked by the 
legal representative for the Highways Authority to put forward the following; 

‘’The Council, as Highway Authority, objects only to the inclusion of the adopted highway in the application for 
village green. The Council's proposal is that if the full extent of the adopted highway can be removed from the 
application, the Council will withdraw its objection to the application. 

Can this be put to the Applicant please?’’ 

I wonder if you would be able to consider the proposal and revert to me further? 

Many thanks, 
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Helen Lancaster 

Senior Manager 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 

Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 

 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

 
Save	Time	Do	It	Online! 
We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do everything from 
paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply 
or report' to access the relevant forms.  
This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or 
taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please contact 
the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording and/or 
monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation.  
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Kathy Robson

From: Helen Lancaster
Sent: 25 January 2021 11:22
To: George Hepburn
Subject: RE: Mickley Square - application for village green
Attachments: Inspector's Directions BEWICK GREEN (FINAL).docx

Dear Mr Hepburn,  
 
Thank you for your e‐mail which I will forward to Counsel for any comments he may have.  
 
In the interim I have attached a copy of the further Directions of Mr Marwick a copy of which will also be sent to the 
Highways Authority. 
 
I will of course get back to you once I have heard further from Counsel. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
 
Helen Lancaster 
Senior Manager 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 
 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 
 
 
 
From: George Hepburn <   
Sent: 23 January 2021 12:11 
To: Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> 
Subject: Re: Mickley Square ‐ application for village green 
 

Dear Mrs Lancaster, 
 
 Thank you for your email with a proposal that the Council withdraws its objection to 
my applicant providing the road is removed from the application.  
 
I have always understood that a road crossing a green is not a valid reason for 
objection and would make this case to the Inspector.  
 
However, I would be more than happy for the road to excluded providing this means 
that the Council will register the land excluding the road without further delay. This 
would presumably remove the trouble and cost involved in an enquiry?  
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But before I decide, could you please  let me know what would happen next? I would 
not  want to proceed in this way if it meant that I had to make a fresh application and 
unless you could give me a firm and reasonable timetable for this matter to be 
concluded.  
 
However I hope that we can proceed in the manner proposed by the Council and that 
the green can now be registered.  
 
Best wishes, George 
  
tel:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Tue, 19 Jan 2021 at 07:41, Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Dear Mr Hepburn, 

  

I write further to previous correspondence and the pre‐hearing meeting and confirm that I have been asked by the 
legal representative for the Highways Authority to put forward the following; 

  

‘’The Council, as Highway Authority, objects only to the inclusion of the adopted highway in the application for 
village green.  The Council's  proposal is that if the full extent of the adopted highway can be removed from the 
application, the Council will withdraw its objection to the application. 

  

Can this be put to the Applicant please?’’ 

  

I wonder if you would be able to consider the proposal and revert to me further? 

  

Many thanks, 

  

  

Helen Lancaster 

Senior Manager 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
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Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 

 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

  

  
Save	Time	Do	It	Online! 
We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do everything from 
paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply 
or report' to access the relevant forms.  
This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or 
taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please contact 
the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording and/or 
monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation.  
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IN THE MATTER OF AN APPLICATION TO REGISTER LAND AT BEWICK 

GREEN IN MICKLEY SQUARE AS A TOWN OR VILLAGE GREEN 

 

AND IN THE MATTER OF THE COMMONS ACT 2006 (AS AMENDED) 

 

_______________________________ 

FINAL DIRECTIONS 

_______________________________ 

 

1. The below directions follow the Pre-Inquiry Review on 8th December 2020 and 

take account that the Inquiry in this matter will take place remotely on 3rd March 

2021 (by Zoom) with likely limited further evidence from the parties.   

 

(1) The Non-Statutory Public Inquiry will proceed remotely on 3rd March 2021 

at 9.30am (with a time estimate of no longer than one day).  

(2) The Parties shall provide the Registration Authority with an email address 

of any representative or witness who will attend the Inquiry Hearing on 

their behalf by no later than 24th February 2021.  An email invitation will be 

sent by return which will allow attendance at the hearing regardless of the 

software on the  device.   

(3) Each party is entitled to call oral evidence from no more than 4 witnesses 

for the purposes of the Inquiry.  By 17th February 2021, the parties shall 

provide to the Inquiry:- 

a) A bundle of documents (in pdf form, if possible), including any witness 

evidence, which they intend to rely on in addition to any witness 

evidence or documents already provided to the Registration Authority 

(I bear in mind that the Applicant indicated he would be unlikely to be 

relying on any further evidence beyond that already filed and that the 

Objector would likely be relying on no more than one witness 

statement).   

b) If desired, an outline of their case together with any skeleton argument 

or legal submissions and copies of any legal authorities which are to 

be relied upon. 
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(4) The Registration Authority will thereafter circulate a core inquiry bundle 

(including copies of relevant application and objection documentation, 

witness evidence already filed and correspondence between the parties, 

together with a plan and statement as to the extent and nature of any 

public right of way or ways passing over or in the vicinity of the application 

land (including a copy of any relevant definitive map and statement)).  

(5) The Registration Authority at the same time shall circulate any bundles of 

further documents filed by the parties in accordance with paragraph (3) 

above (again in default of any request to the contrary, in pdf form) and, if it 

is convenient, the same may be incorporated into the core bundle for 

ease of reference at the Inquiry.   

(6) The Registration Authority will publicise the Inquiry by placing an 

advertisement in a local newspaper circulating in the area of the land 

subject to the application and by posting notices at the main points of 

entry to the town or village green (or, if there are no such places, in a 

conspicuous place at the site), as well as on its website, by no later than 

17th February 2021.  The advertisement(s) will invite members of the 

public who wish to participate or attend the Inquiry to provide an email 

address by way of registration in order that they can be provided with an 

online link enabling them to join the Inquiry remotely.   

(7) Any interested person shall be entitled, on reasonable notice and in 

Registration Authority business hours (and subject to the practicalities of 

the same during any prevailing lockdown), to inspect the core inquiry 

bundle held by the Registration Authority up until the conclusion of the 

Inquiry.  

(8) The sitting hours are subject to any direction by the Inspector during the 

course of the Inquiry, but will generally be from 9.30am to 11.30am, 

12.30pm to 2.30pm, and 3pm to 5pm.  

(9) The Applicants or the Objector may make a written application to the 

Inspector through the Registration Authority to vary or supplement these 

directions at any time before the Inquiry commences. The Inspector may 

supplement or vary these directions at any time prior to the 

commencement of the Inquiry, with or without such an application. The 

Inspector will provide the Registration Authority with a report and 

recommendation to assist the Registration Authority in deciding whether or 

not to grant the application. 

19th January 2021 
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Kathy Robson

From: George Hepburn <
Sent: 25 January 2021 18:57
To: Helen Lancaster
Subject: Re: Mickley Square - application for village green

Dear Mrs Lancaster,  
 
Thank you for forwarding the further instructions from Mr Marwick.  
 
Can you tell me whether you will be submitting my application and witness 
statements as part of your 'bundle' or whether I need to do that separately?  
 
Thank you.  
 
 
Best wishes, George 
 
tel:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Mon, 25 Jan 2021 at 11:22, Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Dear Mr Hepburn,  

Thank you for your e‐mail which I will forward to Counsel for any comments he may have.  

In the interim I have attached a copy of the further Directions of Mr Marwick a copy of which will also be sent to 
the Highways Authority. 

I will of course get back to you once I have heard further from Counsel. 

Many thanks, 

Helen Lancaster 

Senior Manager 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 

Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 

 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
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E-mail: helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

From: George Hepburn <   
Sent: 23 January 2021 12:11 
To: Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> 
Subject: Re: Mickley Square ‐ application for village green 

Dear Mrs Lancaster, 

Thank you for your email with a proposal that the Council withdraws its objection to 
my applicant providing the road is removed from the application.  

I have always understood that a road crossing a green is not a valid reason for 
objection and would make this case to the Inspector.  

However, I would be more than happy for the road to excluded providing this means 
that the Council will register the land excluding the road without further delay. This 
would presumably remove the trouble and cost involved in an enquiry?  

But before I decide, could you please let me know what would happen next? I would 
not want to proceed in this way if it meant that I had to make a fresh application 
and unless you could give me a firm and reasonable timetable for this matter to be 
concluded.  

However I hope that we can proceed in the manner proposed by the Council and 
that the green can now be registered.  

Best wishes, George 
 
tel:  

On Tue, 19 Jan 2021 at 07:41, Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Dear Mr Hepburn, 

I write further to previous correspondence and the pre‐hearing meeting and confirm that I have been asked by 
the legal representative for the Highways Authority to put forward the following; 

‘’The Council, as Highway Authority, objects only to the inclusion of the adopted highway in the application for 
village green. The Council's proposal is that if the full extent of the adopted highway can be removed from the 
application, the Council will withdraw its objection to the application. 

Can this be put to the Applicant please?’’ 

I wonder if you would be able to consider the proposal and revert to me further? 

Many thanks, 

Helen Lancaster 

Senior Manager 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
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County Hall 
Morpeth 

Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 

 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

Save	Time	Do	It	Online! 
We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do everything from 
paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, 
apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  
This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or 
taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please contact 
the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording and/or 
monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation.  

 

 
Save	Time	Do	It	Online! 
We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do everything from 
paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply 
or report' to access the relevant forms.  
This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or 
taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please contact 
the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording and/or 
monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation.  
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Kathy Robson

From: George Hepburn <
Sent: 01 February 2021 19:43
To: Helen Lancaster
Subject: Re: FW: Mickley Square - application for village green

Dear Mrs Lancaster,  
 
Thank you for the clarification. I understand the Inquiry must still establish whether 
the statutory test is met and confirm that I would be willing to exclude the road from 
the application to register as a green in order to simplify things on the understanding 
that I will not be required to make a fresh application or submit more plans.  
 
I was tempted to pursue the point as I remember an early conversation, I think with 
yourself at County Hall, in which I was lead to believe that a road was not an 
impediment to registration, and it seems a pity to me if your colleagues in the 
Highways Authority raise this objection as a matter of course.  
 
Thank you for your further help and look forward to receiving my bundle. I note I 
need to let you names and contacts of my witnesses in due course.  
 
 
 
Best wishes, George 
 
tel:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Fri, 29 Jan 2021 at 11:21, Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Dear Mr Hepburn, 

Thank you for your e‐mail.  

I confirm that I will be including your application and witness statements as part of the bundle. 

With regard to your query in connection with the road being excluded and whether this means that the Council will 
register the land without further delay I confirm that if the highways authority objection is withdrawn, this would 
not automatically lead to registration of the land as the Registration Authority must consider whether the statutory 
test at section 15(2) is made out in relation to the land beyond the highway in any event. It would however narrow 
the issues to simply whether user of the land beyond the highway has been sufficient for registration and in that 
regard the Inquiry would be streamlined and focussed only on the matters mentioned above. 

Withdrawal of part of your application would mean that the ‘remaining’ part of your application would continue 
and would not therefore mean that you would have to have to make a fresh application. 

I hope that this assists and look forward to hearing from you further.  
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Many thanks, 

Helen Lancaster 

Senior Manager 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 

Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 

 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

From: George Hepburn <   
Sent: 25 January 2021 18:57 
To: Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> 
Subject: Re: Mickley Square ‐ application for village green 

Dear Mrs Lancaster,  

Thank you for forwarding the further instructions from Mr Marwick.  

Can you tell me whether you will be submitting my application and witness 
statements as part of your 'bundle' or whether I need to do that separately?  

Thank you.  

Best wishes, George 
 
tel:  

On Mon, 25 Jan 2021 at 11:22, Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Dear Mr Hepburn,  

Thank you for your e‐mail which I will forward to Counsel for any comments he may have.  

In the interim I have attached a copy of the further Directions of Mr Marwick a copy of which will also be sent to 
the Highways Authority. 

I will of course get back to you once I have heard further from Counsel. 

Many thanks, 

Helen Lancaster 

Senior Manager 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
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County Hall 
Morpeth 

Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 

 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

From: George Hepburn <   
Sent: 23 January 2021 12:11 
To: Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> 
Subject: Re: Mickley Square ‐ application for village green 

Dear Mrs Lancaster, 

Thank you for your email with a proposal that the Council withdraws its objection to 
my applicant providing the road is removed from the application.  

I have always understood that a road crossing a green is not a valid reason for 
objection and would make this case to the Inspector.  

However, I would be more than happy for the road to excluded providing this 
means that the Council will register the land excluding the road without further 
delay. This would presumably remove the trouble and cost involved in an enquiry?  

But before I decide, could you please let me know what would happen next? I would 
not want to proceed in this way if it meant that I had to make a fresh application 
and unless you could give me a firm and reasonable timetable for this matter to be 
concluded.  

However I hope that we can proceed in the manner proposed by the Council and 
that the green can now be registered.  

Best wishes, George 
 
tel:  

On Tue, 19 Jan 2021 at 07:41, Helen Lancaster <Helen.Lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk> wrote: 

Dear Mr Hepburn, 

I write further to previous correspondence and the pre‐hearing meeting and confirm that I have been asked by 
the legal representative for the Highways Authority to put forward the following; 

‘’The Council, as Highway Authority, objects only to the inclusion of the adopted highway in the application for 
village green. The Council's proposal is that if the full extent of the adopted highway can be removed from the 
application, the Council will withdraw its objection to the application. 

Can this be put to the Applicant please?’’ 

I wonder if you would be able to consider the proposal and revert to me further? 
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Many thanks, 

Helen Lancaster 

Senior Manager 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 

Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 

 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 

Save	Time	Do	It	Online! 
We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do everything 
from paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 
'pay, apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  
This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing 
or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please 
contact the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording 
and/or monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation.  

 

Save	Time	Do	It	Online! 
We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do everything from 
paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, 
apply or report' to access the relevant forms.  
This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or 
taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please contact 
the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording and/or 
monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation.  

 

 
Save	Time	Do	It	Online! 
We have made a few key improvements to our site to make our services easy to access. Now you can do everything from 
paying your council tax, to reporting a faulty street light online. Go to: www.northumberland.gov.uk and click 'pay, apply 
or report' to access the relevant forms.  
This email is intended solely for the individual or individuals to whom it is addressed, and may contain confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or 
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taking any action in reliance on the contents of this email is prohibited. If you receive this email in error, please contact 
the sender and delete the email from any computer. All email communication may be subject to recording and/or 
monitoring in accordance with internal policy and relevant legislation.  
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Steven Briggs

From: Helen Lancaster

Sent: 04 February 2021 16:55

To: David Brookes

Cc: Lynne Jackson

Subject: FW: Mickley Square - application for village green

Attachments: Inspector's Directions BEWICK GREEN (FINAL).docx

Hi David, 

 

Just to confirm that the applicant as agreed to exclude the highways land from his application. 

 

Many thanks, 

 

 

Helen Lancaster 
Senior Manager 
Legal Services 
Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 
 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 
 

 

 

From: Helen Lancaster  

Sent: 25 January 2021 11:36 

To: David Brookes <David.Brookes@northumberland.gov.uk> 

Cc: Lynne Jackson <Lynne.Jackson@northumberland.gov.uk> 

Subject: FW: Mickley Square - application for village green 

 

David, 

 

I enclose some Directions issued by the Inspector James Marwick and confirm that I have, on behalf of the Registration 

Authority put forward your proposal to the applicant. 

 

I will get back to you further once I have a substantive response. 

 

Many thanks, 

 

 

Helen Lancaster 
Senior Manager 
Legal Services 
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Northumberland County Council 
County Hall 
Morpeth 
Northumberland 
NE61 2EF 
 
Telephone: 01670 623323 
Fax: 01670 626030 
E-mail: helen.lancaster@northumberland.gov.uk 
Website: http://www.northumberland.gov.uk 
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From: Alex Bell
To: Helen Lancaster
Subject: Bewick Green
Date: 17 February 2021 11:37:09

Helen

I can confirm that in relation to the above site (and its immediate vicinity), there are no
public rights of way recorded on the Definitive Map, nor are there any applications
pending to record any additional public rights of way on the Definitive Map.  

Regards

Alex

Alex Bell

Definitive Map Officer

Technical Services
Northumberland County Council

County Hall

Morpeth

NE61 2EF

Tel: 01670 624133
Email: Alex.Bell@northumberland.gov.uk

Website: www.northumberland.gov.uk
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TYNEDALE LOCAL AREA COUNCIL

Date: 15th February 2022



Land at Mickley Square: Application for land to be registered as Town or Village Green





Purpose of report.  

The purpose of this report is 

1) to inform the Committee of the Inspector’s recommendations as to whether the application to register land at Bewick Green, Mickley Square should be granted and 

2) for Members to then determine if the application to register the land should be rejected.


Recommendations:

To adopt the recommendation of the Inspector, Mr James Marwick, namely that the application to register land at Bewick Green, Mickley Square, Stocksfield as a Town or Village Green be rejected.

Key issues 


1. The Council is the Commons Registration Authority under the provisions of the Commons Act 2006 and is obliged to amend the statutory register where any unregistered land within Northumberland becomes a Town or Village Green within the meaning of the Act.


2. On 7th January 2019 Northumberland County Council as Commons Registration Authority received an application from Mr George Hepburn OBE for the registration of land at Bewick Green, Mickley Square, Stocksfield as Village Green.

3. The application was supported by 24 signed statements and, in accordance with the Commons (Registration of Town or Village Greens) (Interim Arrangements) (England) Regulations 2007 the application was publicised. Only one representation was received from the Highways Authority but this was subsequently withdrawn after the Applicant agreed to exclude the highways from his application. A non-statutory Inquiry was held remotely on 3rd March 2021 which was presided over by an independent inspector, a specialist barrister, namely Mr James Marwick of Trinity Chambers in Newcastle. A one day Inquiry was held with a view to undertaking an examination of the evidence submitted by the parties concerned and for the Inspector to then prepare a report in relation to his findings for subsequent consideration by the Tynedale Local Area Council. 

4. Mr Marwick has now produced his report which is attached as Appendix 1.



Report Author
Helen Lancaster Senior Manager Legal Services

Helen.Lancaster@Northumberland.gov.uk

BACKGROUND   

Consideration of the Application and Objections

1. The Committee must determine whether this application should be accepted or rejected. Whilst the Committee is not bound to follow the Inspector’s recommendations, it will need to give full consideration to the findings of the Inspector which were made after a one day Inquiry on the facts and the law. The Inspector heard and considered the evidence, analysed the relevant facts and has applied the law to those facts.  Matters such as planning merits and social needs cannot be taken into account when considering whether land should be registered; the Committee’s consideration is limited to whether or not the statutory criteria set out below have been established.

2. The Inspector has produced a detailed report which is attached as Appendix 1 which contains his recommendations. 

Outline of relevant issues

3. The Council is the Registration Authority for the registration of Town and Village Greens and has a statutory duty to decide whether an application should be accepted or rejected.


4. The Application has been made pursuant to the Commons Act 2006. The Act requires each registration authority to maintain a register of town and village greens within its area. Section 15 provides for the registration of land as town and village green where the relevant statutory criteria are established in relation to such land. 


5. This Application was made under s15 (1) of the Commons Act 2006 (‘any person may apply to register land …as a town or village green where subsection (2)..applies’) on the basis that section 15 (2) applied.

6. Section 15 (2) applies where –


a) a significant number of the inhabitants of any locality, or of any neighbourhood within a locality, have indulged as of right in lawful sports and pastimes on the land for a period of at least 20 years; and

b) they continue to do so at the time of the application.

7. To be successful in an application an applicant must establish that all of the statutory criteria have been satisfied.

The Land


8. The application concerns land at Bewick Green, Mickley Square. The land is located at the junction of Bewick Garth and Station Bank in the village of Mickley (itself located between Prudhoe and Stocksfield, and sometimes known as Mickley Square).  The application land comprised areas of mainly grassed open space either side of the public highway.


Ownership


9. Upon enquiries being made with HM Land Registry the land was confirmed to be unregistered. 

The Application


10. The Application was made on the basis that it is a limb (ii) case, namely one relying on use by a significant number of the inhabitants of a neighbourhood within a locality rather than simply a locality. The original application received on 24th March 2018 was later amended to include reference to a relevant locality on 7th January 2019. The Application asserted that the 24 signed statements showing use of the land for activities including dog walking, playing football camping and participation in the annual barbecue provided justification for the application to register the land as a town or village green. 

Representations

11. County Council Highways- only one representation was received from Highways who stated that the present day alignment of the highway seems to have been in place since approximately 1980 and map evidence appears to indicate that there was an access road across the claimed route since 1921. Their objection was therefore that this part of the application site is a public right of way for highways purposes for all types of traffic and questioned whether its statutory registration as a village green is compatible with it being a highway. 

12. The Applicant – The Applicant was given the opportunity to comment on the objection and stated that the existence of a public road across the Green was not a reason to refuse the application and that the advice of the Open Spaces Society on this issue was that the representation from the Highways Authority would not prevent the Green from being registered. However, Directions were then issued by the Inspector and the Applicant subsequently agreed to exclude the highway land from his application.


13. The matter then proceeded to an Inquiry to examine these issues, and the Inspector, Mr Marwick was appointed and gave initial directions. He then held a pre-inquiry hearing and gave directions for the conduct of the Inquiry. 

14. The Inquiry took place remotely at which the Applicant and four other witnesses gave evidence and the Applicant made submissions


Legal Issues/statutory criteria

15. The burden of proving that the application land has become a town or village green lies with the applicant.  The standard of proof is the balance of probabilities. The statutory criteria are as paragraph 6 above; each element of the statutory criteria must be proved on the balance of probabilities.

The Inspector’s report

16. The Inspector goes through each of the relevant statutory considerations and confirms that his recommendations are that the application must fail because a significant number of local inhabitants have not indulged in lawful sports and pastimes during the relevant 20 year period.  

17. He recommends accordingly to the Registration Authority that the application be dismissed with the reasons for the dismissal being stated as those set out in this report.  

BACKGROUND PAPERS

Commons Act 2006

IMPLICATIONS ARISING OUT OF THE REPORT


		

		Policy:




		N/A



		

		Finance and value for money


Legal

		N/A.


The determination of an application involves the taking of a quasi-judicial decision which may be the subject of legal challenge. It is therefore essential that the evidence relating to  the application is properly tested prior to the taking of any decision. Having read the report of the Inspector and in particular with regard to his overall conclusions and recommendations  it is considered that he has undertaken a thorough Inquiry in relation to all the relevant aspects of both the village green application and the objections thereto. He has considered all the evidence and submissions in applying the law to his considerations.






		

		Human Resources:




		N/A.



		

		Property

		N/A



		

		Equalities 


(Impact Assessment attached)


Yes (  No (   N/A X(



		



		

		Risk Assessment

		Given the contentious nature of this application there may be a risk of challenge with associated costs implications





		

		Carbon Reduction

		None.






		

		Crime & Disorder

		N/A





		

		Customer Considerations:




		N/A.



		

		Consultation

		The statutory consultation processes have been followed.






		

		Wards

		Cramlington West





Appendices 

Appendix 1: Report of James Marwick dated 29th March 2021

Appendix 2: Final submissions of the Applicant.


Appendix 3: Inquiry bundle containing redacted copies of the application, evidence in support, Directions, plans and other relevant information.


Appendix 1


IN THE MATTER OF AN APPLICATION TO REGISTER LAND AT BEWICK GREEN IN MICKLEY AS A TOWN OR VILLAGE GREEN


AND IN THE MATTER OF THE COMMONS ACT 2006 (AS AMENDED)


REPORT


Of


James Marwick


29th March 2021


Northumberland County Council


County Hall


Morpeth


Northumberland


-Application Number VG84/2018-


IN THE MATTER OF AN APPLICATION TO REGISTER LAND AT BEWICK GREEN IN MICKLEY AS A TOWN OR VILLAGE GREEN

____________________________


WRITTEN REPORT


____________________________


Introduction


1. This written report relates to an application by Mr. George Hepburn OBE made under section 15 of the Commons Act 2006 (as amended) (the Act) for the registration of land known as and situate at Bewick Green in Mickley as a town or village green.


2. I was instructed by Northumberland County Council in its capacity as the relevant Registration Authority to hold a non-statutory public inquiry in relation to the application and to provide my findings and recommendations by way of a written report for consideration by the Registration Authority.


3. The Inquiry was held remotely on 3rd March 2021.  Mr. Hepburn was the only interested party who appeared at the Inquiry.  I was extremely grateful for the manner and skill in which he presented his case to the Inquiry which was of significant assistance. I express my thanks to him and to all the witnesses who gave evidence by Zoom.  I was entirely satisfied that a fair hearing was achieved and that Mr. Hepburn was afforded a fair and reasonable opportunity to present his case for registration.


4. The evidence was completed within a morning and I subsequently received additional closing submissions from Mr. Hepburn on 12th March 2021 in accordance with my directions.  


5. There had been a single bundle for the purposes of the Inquiry which contained among others the application, the representations and documentary evidence relied on in support of the application and relevant correspondence between the Registration Authority and the interested parties.   References in square brackets in this report are to page numbers in the bundle.  The bundle should be annexed to this report, together with the further closing submissions of Mr. Hepburn, for the purposes of the presentation of this report to the relevant committee.


6. I set out my recommendations to the Registration Authority in this report.  I make clear at the outset of this Report that the Inquiry was not concerned with the merits or otherwise of any future development of the application land but rather whether the statutory test for registration under section 15(2) of the Act is satisfied.  


The Application 


7. The application (originally received on 24th March 2018, but later amended to include reference to a relevant locality on or about 7th January 2019) was made by Mr. Hepburn under section 15(1) of the Act and sought registration in accordance with alleged qualifying user under section 15(2) of the Act [A2].


8. The application sought registration of land located at the junction of Bewick Garth and Station Bank in the village of Mickley (itself located between Prudhoe and Stocksfield, and sometimes known as Mickley Square).  The application land comprised areas of mainly grassed open space either side of the public highway.  The application as originally submitted sought registration of the public highway itself but Mr. Hepburn, sensibly in the circumstances, agreed to withdraw the application insofar as it related to the public highway upon an objection by Northumberland County Council in its capacity as Highways Authority being raised (email exchange at [C6] confirms this).


9. The application land can be clearly seen in the photographs exhibited to the application [A19-20] and I have also had the benefit of being able to view the same using Google Street Views.  For ease of reference for anyone reading this report, the below screenshot shows the application land either side of the carriageway.  Mr. Hepburn’s house can be seen on the left hand side of the screenshot immediately adjacent to one of the grassed areas.  It was not suggested that there had been any marked change in appearance of the application land in the relevant 20 year period.  


[image: image2.png]

10. The locality relied on in the application was the Mickley Electoral Ward.  At the Inquiry Mr. Hepburn made clear that he would seek to rely on either the village of Mickley as the relevant neighbourhood within a locality or, alternatively and primarily, that there was a more immediate neighbourhood comprising the streets in the vicinity of the application land in the part of the village in question.  


11. I invited Mr. Hepburn to submit a relevant plan delineating the boundaries of such a neighbourhood and he duly did so with his closing submissions.  For ease of reference, I set out a copy of the relevant plan submitted with the closing submissions below.  


[image: image3.emf]

12. There were letters of support from approximately 20 households comprising inhabitants or former inhabitants of Mickley, submitted with the application, which spoke generally to continuous user of the application land for lawful sports and pastimes in the 20 years preceding the application.  The evidence in support was largely from those who live or have lived in immediate close proximity to the application land.  The two grassed areas of open space either side of the public highway are unregistered land according to the Land Registry.


13. The Registration Authority consulted on the application and only a single representation was received, from Northumberland County Council in its capacity as the relevant Highways Authority.   In that representation dated 8th August 2019 the Highways Authority objected to registration of the application land insofar as it comprised the public highway on the basis that registration was incompatible with its status as a public right of way.  As I have set out above, that objection has now fallen away given the concessions made by Mr. Hepburn.


Evidence


14. In accordance with my directions there was evidence from Mr. Hepburn and four other witnesses at the Inquiry selected by Mr. Hepburn [A33]: Mr. Christopher Johnson [A37], Mr. Leslie Ashworth [A23], Mrs. Susan Green [A29] and Reverend Mark Sharman [A45].  All were open, honest and straightforward witnesses doing their best to assist the Inquiry.  Each had provided letters in support of the application and supplemented their evidence orally.  I was able to ask them questions material to my considerations. 

15. I was satisfied that the evidence from these witnesses was likely reflective of the evidence that would have come from the majority of any other witnesses in support of the application.  My overall impression from the witness evidence was that the application land was not a destination in itself for lawful sports and pastimes for a large number of residents in the village but would rather be used perhaps several times a week by children living in the immediate vicinity given it was a safe and easily accessible open space, supplemented by dog walkers who might wander on to the grassed areas with their dogs as part of longer walks.


16. There would be occasional use by others such as those meeting friends whilst out on walks.  There was an annual BBQ from about 2008 to 2017 which was the main organised activity which took place on the grassed areas, sometimes attended by up to about 50 people.   There were other larger areas of open space in the village including a football field and a nearby green closer to the heart of the village adjacent to Riding Dene and Station Bank.  The witnesses were accepting that, in general terms, such open spaces may have been more of a draw for villagers generally but were clear where necessary as regards the particular qualities of the application land which made it an attractive open space especially for younger children living in its immediate vicinity.  


17. I summarise the oral evidence below though I touch upon any discrete matters of evidence as necessary in my analysis of the application later in this report.   


18. Mr. Hepburn had lived at Bewick House immediately adjacent to the application land since 2007.  His own user of the application land for sports and pastimes had been relatively limited save that he was the main organiser of the residents’ BBQ which had happened every year from about 2008 to 2017 on the area immediately outside of his house.  He was able to speak to regular user by dog walkers and groups of children playing, though my impression was not of sustained heavy user but rather of user perhaps several times a day on average by dog walkers and, subject to the season and weather, groups of local children.  Mr. Hepburn had helped to maintain the land by mowing the grass and occasionally had dealt with tree pruning.  


19. Mr. Johnson was a long term local resident of the Mickley area and for many years had run the local newsagent just beyond the application green (until about 2008).  He in fact recalled assisting with the planting of a sapling on one of the parcels of grassed land when it had first been laid out.   His evidence was that the application land had been laid out as amenity land at the same time as the development of the adjacent housing.  Again, his own user of the land appeared to be relatively limited but he did confirm the user of the land by local dog walkers and children.  Mr. Johnson also spoke to the sense of neighbourhood in the immediate vicinity of the application land referencing a close knit community in that part of the village as district from in particular the Riding Dene estate.  


20. Mrs. Green had lived at 1 Eltringcham Cottages since about 1996, an address which overlooked the application land.  Her children had grown up using the application land.  Her son in particular had not liked using the large open space in the heart of the village.  There had been user on a regular basis by children and dog walkers though the extent of user would be weather dependent. Children might be on there up to once per day.   It was easily accessible for her family. They had attended the BBQs referred to by Mr. Hepburn.


21. Reverend Sharman had lived at 4 Eltringcham Cottages since about 1995.  He considered the application land to be a positive space which dog walkers would use and where children would play.  His three children had used the application land occasionally as had Reverend Sharman himself.  Again I formed the impression from his evidence that there was not heavy user of the application land but rather the expected user by local children from time to time, and as a stopping point for dog walkers. 


22. Mr. Ashworth had lived in Mickley for many years.  At material times he and his family had lived at 23 Riding Terrace very close to the application land.  He had used the application land whilst walking his dogs which could be up to 2 or 3 times a day.  He had attended the annual BBQs.  His two children had used the application land when growing up for outside play.  Children perhaps used the application land 2 or 3 times per week.  


23. I was entirely satisfied that the oral evidence from these witnesses reflected the broad tenor of the supporting letters and documentation provided with the application.  The supporting documentation spoke to similar user (see, for example, letter of Mr & Mrs Newton [A43]) and also evidenced the desire of local residents for the application land to be kept as amenity land- of course, that is not a material consideration as to whether the statutory test is met.  


24. The Inquiry had been publicised but no members of the public sought to join the Inquiry to give evidence which is not unusual in this type of case.  


Relevant Law


25. So far as is relevant section 15(2) provides that land is to be registered as a town or village green where:-

“(a) a significant number of the inhabitants of any locality, or of any neighbourhood within a locality, have indulged as of right in lawful sports and pastimes on the land for a period of at least years; and


(b) they continue to do so at the time of the application.”


26. The determination requires the straightforward application of law to the facts.   


27. The burden of proving that the application land has become a town or village green lies with the applicant.  The standard of proof is the balance of probabilities.  All the elements required to establish that land has become a town or village green must be properly and strictly proved by an applicant on the balance of probabilities, per the guidance given by Lord Bingham in R v. Sunderland City Council ex parte Beresford [2004] 1 AC 889:- 


"As Pill LJ. Right pointed out in R. v Suffolk County Council ex parte Steed (1996) 75 P&CR 102, 111, “it is no trivial matter for a landowner to have land, whether in public or private ownership, registered as a town green..."

"It is accordingly necessary that all ingredients of this definition should be met before land is registered, and decision-makers must consider carefully whether the land in question has been used by the inhabitants of a locality for indulgence in what are properly to be regarded as lawful sports and pastimes and whether the temporal limit of 20 years' indulgence or more is met."


28. The constituent elements of the statutory criteria are not defined in the  Act but have been the subject of extensive judicial consideration in the authorities.  

Lawful Sports and Pastimes


29. This is a composite expression and it is sufficient for use to be either for a lawful sport or lawful pastime: per R. v Oxfordshire County Council ex parte Sunningwell Parish Council [2000] 1 AC 335 at 356G onwards.

30. If user for walking is referable to formal or informal paths or straying from such paths, the decisive factor is how matters would have appeared to the reasonable landowner: R. (Laing Homes Limited) v Buckinghamshire County Council [2003] EWHC 1578.  The reasonable landowner is entitled to consider that user of the kind referable to the exercise of a public right of way may extend beyond the limits of the right of way but still be referable to right of user, support for which can be drawn from Oxford County Council v Oxford City Council [2004] Ch 253 at 258.

Significant Number 


31. A “significant number” means that the number of people using the land in question is sufficient to indicate that their use of the land signifies that it is in general use by the local community for informal recreation rather than occasional use by individuals as trespassers: R (McAlpine) v Staffordshire County Council [2002] EWHC 76 (Admin) at paragraph 71.  In Leeds Group v Leeds City Council [2011] EWCA Civ 1447 it was expressed in terms that there must be use of such an amount and in such a manner as would reasonably be regarded as the assertion of a public right. It is for an applicant to demonstrate “significance” in relation to the chosen locality and only qualifying user counts for that purpose. 

Of the Inhabitants of any Locality, or of any Neighbourhood within a Locality.


32. A “locality” is a division of the County known to the law: MoD v Wiltshire CC [1995] 4 All ER 931 at 937b onwards. A “neighbourhood” is a deliberately more imprecise term but an area must have a sufficient degree of cohesiveness to be recognisable as a distinct neighbourhood and not an arbitrary area delineated on a map: per Sullivan J in R v South Gloucestershire Cheltenham Builders [2004] JPL 965.

As of Right


33. Use of land “as of right” has been held to be use which is without force, without secrecy and without permission (user nec vi, nec clam, nec precario): per R (Lewis) v Redcar and Cleveland BC [2010] UKSC 11.  What matters is the outward appearance of user to the reasonable landowner and not the subjective intention of the user.  


Continuous User for 20 Years of the Land


34. The qualifying user for lawful sports and pastimes must be continuous throughout the relevant 20 year period (being the 20 year period immediately pre-dating the application: here, 24th March 1998 to 23rd March 2018 though nothing would turn on the adoption of a later period).

35. There need not be evidence of user of every square foot of land.  The land must be clearly identified so that it is clear what area of land is subject to the rights established by registration.  It was well established that there is no requirement for a piece of land to have characteristics of what might be regarded as a traditional village green: per Oxford County Council.


Application of Law to Evidence


The Application Land


36. The relevant land sought to be registered has been clearly identified.  It is that identified on the plan in support of the application [A13 & A24] but amended so as to exclude the carriageway.  Its physical boundaries are obviously clear from the photographic evidence and it is clear that it is a sufficiently identifiable area for the purposes of village green registration in principle.   

20 Year Period


37. The relevant period, as I have set out above, ought to be regarded as the twenty year period immediately pre-dating the application as first made, i.e. 24th March 1998 to 23rd March 2018.  This is not a case where there has been any shift of user overtime and thus even if a modestly later 20 year period was used (e.g. 1999 to 2019) it would not impact upon the outcome of this application. 

Locality and Neighbourhood within a Locality


38. A relevant locality has been identified, namely the Mickley Ward and I am equally satisfied that Mickley village would amount to a qualifying neighbourhood within the electoral ward as it is plainly has the degree of recognisable cohesiveness necessary to satisfy the relevant threshold.  

39. The boundaries of the village are identified on the plan exhibited to Mr. Hepburn’s closing submissions.  Again for ease of reference, I set out a satellite overview of the village which shows its spread.  

[image: image4.png]

40. The balance of evidence I heard was that residents would generally refer to themselves as living in Mickley, which is a village with at least several hundred residents.  Whilst there was some evidence that residents living in the vicinity of Bewick Garth and the application land (such as Mr. Johnson) would regard this as a distinct area to other parts of the village such as the Riding Dene estate (which can be seen in the screenshot above), I did not form the impression of strong evidence of any discrete neighbourhood in or around Bewick Garth.  This I think is borne out by the boundary of the suggested neighbourhood in the plan attached to the closing submissions by Mr. Hepburn which is arbitrary in its limits.  

41. Whilst I think nothing ultimately turns on the issue for the purposes of the application, I am not satisfied that any neighbourhood within Mickley has been identified which I could be satisfied has the sufficient degree of cohesiveness.  In a relatively small village, it was always going to be a difficult proposition to establish the same.

Quality of User: Significant numbers using the application land as of right for lawful sports and pastimes 


42. This is a case where any user for lawful sports and pastimes has been open and without permission, and therefore likely “as of right”.  The evidence in support of the application was all one way in this respect consistent with this being amenity land laid out at the same time as the development of the nearby residential housing. 

43. The real question is therefore whether there is evidence of a significant number of local residents within the neighbourhood using the land for lawful sports and pastimes.  

44. Unfortunately, I am not satisfied that Mr. Hepburn has been able to demonstrate sufficient quality of user.  

45. The main user has been user by children for occasional playing and by dog walkers. 

46. The witnesses were frank that there whilst there had been regular user by children, it had not been heavy user.  This was because of two interlinked reasons, as I see it.  First, it was generally only children who lived in the immediate vicinity of the application land who would play on it and therefore there was a limited pool of children/family users at any one time.   Second, there were other larger spaces in the village which could be used by children in the village for recreation and thus the application land, being two small parcels of land, understandably did not present a considerable draw to wider users of the village as the scope for playing on the same was relatively limited.  The two parcels of land do not give the impression that the application land would be treated as a park by the wider community.   

47. The user by dog walkers appears to have been relatively regular and sustained but in relation to the application land it appears to have been no more than an area where dogs, and sometimes their owners, might stretch their legs whilst on a longer route (save, again, for those dog owners living in the immediate vicinity).  The difficulty this presents is that the objective landowner may more readily have associated the user by such dog walkers as brief straying off the public highway which enclosed the two parcels of land on multiple sides, rather than the assertion of a public right to use the land as a town or village green.

48. I accept the user for an annual BBQ between 2008 and 2017 but such limited one off user in itself does not add great weight to the overall sufficiency of user especially where it encompasses only part of the 20 year period.  

49. I equally accept that there will have inevitably been further lawful user such as small gatherings of local residents otherwise going about their business in the village (Mr. Johnson was very clear in his evidence on this), as well as occasional picnicking together with other occasional user which one would expect to be seen on two small parcels of amenity land in a village. 

50. Mr. Hepburn recognised at the outset of the Inquiry the difficulty in establishing sufficient user by local residents of the village generally hence the focus on a smaller neighbourhood.  

51. His closing submissions make the fair point that the smaller size of the neighbourhood contended for would be consistent with less frequent activities on the land but still sufficient user to warrant registration (at paragraph 3).    

52. My overall findings are that there has been not sufficient user by a significant number of local inhabitants of the village of Mickley.  Qualifying user has been largely confined to residents living in the immediate vicinity and in my view the evidence of wider user, beyond dog walkers straying from the highway, is relatively limited.  Thus even if I had been satisfied that there was a smaller, more immediate neighbourhood as submitted by Mr. Hepburn, I would not have been satisfied that sufficient quality of user had been established.  In my view, even approaching matters by reference to a smaller neighbourhood would still require a degree of user beyond that which has been established (especially as it would not be clear if, say, all dog walkers lived within the smaller neighbourhood). This is why I am satisfied that my findings as to neighbourhood are not ultimately determinative of the application.  The evidence user is overall simply too trivial.  

53. I recognise in reaching this decision that the application land offers an amenity value to local residents but an application for village green registration is not self-proving by reference to the same.  My conclusions are not a green light to any possible future development and any later application  to change the planning user of the land would be judged on its own merits.  

Continuation and use of Land


54. I am satisfied that any claimed user continued up to until the date of the application and I discerned no material differential in user of the two parcels of land to warrant different findings in relation to their respective user.    


Conclusions & Recommendations


55. My overall conclusion is that the application must fail because a significant number of local inhabitants have not indulged in lawful sports and pastimes during the relevant 20 year period.  I recommend to the Registration Authority accordingly that the application be dismissed and the reasons for the dismissal be stated to be those set out in this report.  


JAMES MARWICK


29th March 2021


Trinity Chambers


The Custom House


Quayside


Newcastle Upon Tyne


NE1 3DE


Appendix 2 – Final submissions of the Applicant


IN THE MATTER OF AN APPLICATION TO REGISTER LAND AT BEWICK GREEN IN MICKLEY SQUARE AS A TOWN OR VILLAGE GREEN

AND IN THE MATTER OF THE COMMONS ACT 2006 (AS AMENDED)


_______________________________


APPLICANTS CONCLUDING STATEMENT


_______________________________


1 The applicant believes that the evidence provided to the Inquiry shows that there are no reasons by way of trigger events or ownership that prevent the land at Bewick Garth  being considered for registered as a village green. 


2 The applicant attaches a plan showing the locality as the village of Mickley ( sometimes known as Mickley Square ) but distinct from West Mickley, Mount  Pleasant or High Mickley which are the other villages or hamlets within the local authority ward of Mickley. 


It further shows the neighbourhood using the land as the  streets and houses immediately surrounding the land of about 24 households and notes the evidence given by witnesses that people in these households know each other, support each other and take part in activities and pastimes together. 


3 The applicant believes that the evidence presented to the Inquiry shows that a significant number of people have taken part in lawful sports and pastimes on the land without let or hindrance for the period of 20 years notably the annual village barbeque attended by about 50 people a year over 10 years. 


The applicant believes that the evidence should be assessed in relation to: 


(a) The number of people in the neighbourhood which means there is unlikely to be frequent activities on the land. The number of children in the neighbourhood, for example, has changed during the period under consideration. 


(b) The size of the land which restricts the range of activities that can take place and the availability of a large open area and a playing field nearby. 


Taking these factors into account, the applicant believes there has been sufficient activity of different kinds to warrant registering the land as a village green. 


George Hepburn OBE


9th March 2021
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Appendix 3 Inquiry Bundle

_1705324861.pdf
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